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» More leisure  
activity options
Eau Claire, Altoona 
playgrounds reopen with 
limitations. Page 3A

» Help on the way
Downtown Eau Claire Inc. 
awards grants to 31 businesses 
affected by COVID-19. Page 3A
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County task force 
further discusses 
response to virus
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

HOUSTON (AP) — George Floyd was 
lovingly remembered Tuesday as 
“Big Floyd” — a father and broth-

er, athlete and mentor, and now a force for 
change — at a funeral for the black man 
whose death has sparked a global reckoning 
over police brutality and racial prejudice.

Hundreds of mourners 
wearing masks against the 
coronavirus packed a Houston 
church a little more than two 
weeks after Floyd was pinned 
to the pavement by a white 
Minneapolis police officer 
who put a knee on his neck for 
what prosecutors said was 8 
minutes and 46 seconds.

Cellphone video of the en-
counter, including Floyd’s pleas 
of “I can’t breathe,” ignited 
protests and scattered violence 
across the U.S. and around the 
world, turning the 46-year-old 
Floyd — a man who in life was 
little known beyond the public 
housing project where he was 
raised in Houston’s Third Ward 
— into a worldwide symbol of 
injustice.

“Third Ward, Cuney 
Homes, that’s where he was 
born at,” Floyd’s brother, 
Rodney, told mourners at the 
Fountain of Praise church. 
“But everybody is going to 
remember him around the 
world. He is going to change 
the world.”

The funeral capped six 
days of mourning for Floyd in 
three cities.

Following the service, 
Floyd’s body was to be taken 
by horse-drawn carriage 
to a cemetery in suburban 
Pearland, where he was to be 
laid to rest next to his mother.

“George Floyd was not ex-
pendable. This is why we’re 
here,” Democratic Rep. Al 
Green of Houston told the 

crowd. “His crime was that 
he was born black. That 
was his only crime. George 
Floyd deserved the dignity 
and respect that we accord 
all people just because they 
are children of a common 
God.”

While the service was 
private, at least 50 people 
gathered outside to pay their 
respects. Some held signs 
with messages including 
“Black Lives Matter” and 

“Together because of George 
Floyd.”

“There’s a real big change 
going on, and everybody, 
especially black, right now 
should be a part of that,” said 
Kersey Biagase, who traveled 
more than three hours from 
Port Barre, Louisiana, with 
his girlfriend, Brandi Pickney. 
They wore T-shirts printed 
with Floyd’s name and “I 
Can’t Breathe.”

‘He is going to 
change the world’

Houston funeral service held for George Floyd

Associated Press

LaTonya Floyd speaks during the funeral for her brother, George 
Floyd, on Tuesday, at The Fountain of Praise church in Houston.

Associated Press

Family and guests attend the funeral service for George Floyd at The Fountain of Praise church Tuesday in Houston.
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A hill on the edge of Eau 
Claire’s downtown will be home 
to this year’s July 4 fireworks 
show, the City Council affirmed 
Tuesday.

Moving the fireworks show 
from its usual location in Car-
son Park is being done to deter 
large gatherings during the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic 
while making it visible to more 
people from where they live.

“We have changed our lo-
cation so residents of the city 
of Eau Claire don’t have to go 
anywhere,” community services 
director Jeff Pippenger said.

The Plank Hill, which is be-
tween Forest Hill Cemetery and 
Harding Avenue, was chosen as 
the launch site as it is on high 
ground so the fireworks could 
be seen from more people’s 
backyards than other poten-
tial locations in Eau Claire. To 
dissuade people from going 
to the cemetery to watch the 
fireworks, the city will block en-
trances to it at 5 p.m. on July 4.

Bringing fireworks to the East 
Side Hill Neighborhood raised 
debate among council members 
on how the noise could bother 
pets, children and others living 
in houses nearby, and bring 
more traffic to the area.

“I have some major concerns 
about lighting off these fire-
works in a residential area,” 
Councilman Andrew Werth-
mann said during Tuesday 
afternoon’s council meeting.

While the intent of the new 
location is to reduce large gath-

erings, he argued that people 
from other parts of Eau Claire 
will still drive to get closer to 
the show and clog the streets 
near the cemetery.

“I just don’t see frankly that 
people are going to pull up a 
lawn chair in Putnam Heights 
and watch from their lawn,” he 
said.

Werthmann proposed keep-
ing the fireworks show in Car-
son Park, which would require 
telling people who had been 
there for a picnic or gathering 
earlier on July 4 to leave before 
the fireworks show.

But his amended plan failed 
to garner enough support, 
failing in a 3-8 vote, as other 
council members voiced logis-
tical concerns about clearing 
people out of a popular city 
park on a holiday as well as how 
visible the show would look 
from there.

July 4 fireworks site change approved
Move to improve 
visibility, deter 

large gatherings 
during pandemic
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Eau Claire will launch fireworks 
from Plank Hill on July 4 instead 
of the traditional home for the 
city’s Independence Day festivi-
ties, Carson Park.
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Eau Claire city officials 
are talking about moving up 
their schedule for equipping 
police officers with body-
worn cameras after residents 
have urged faster action.

City Manager Dale Peters 
said his staff will be re-
searching the feasibility of 
whether a $805,000 project 
that includes police body 
cameras that had been slat-
ed for 2022 to 2023 could 
instead be done next year.

“We need to do enough 
research to see if it’s viable 
to do the work in 2021 
before I would make the 
recommendation to move 
the money to 2021,” he said.

Peters is planning to have 
that legwork finished by the 
time the City Council will 
approve a document next 
month that details the city 
projects planned for 2021 
through 2025.

The desire to speed up 
the purchase of the cameras 
comes after Eau Claire area 
residents spoke Monday 
night to the City Council.

Christina Funk, a nurse 
practitioner who works in 
Eau Claire and lives in the 
neighboring town of Wash-
ington, said Monday that 
a petition urging the city 
to adopt body-worn police 
cameras has more than 1,950 
signatures.

City looks 
into 

police 
cameras

Manager 
researching 

potential to add 
them in 2021
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