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Climate 
talks  

produce 
good,  

bad news

By Frank Jordans

Associated Press

KATOWICE, Poland — Al-
most 200 nations, including 
the world’s top greenhouse gas 
producers, China and the United 
States, have adopted a set of 
rules meant to breathe life into 
the 2015 Paris climate accord 
by setting out how countries 
should report their emissions 
and efforts to reduce them.

But negotiators delayed other 
key decisions until next year — a 
move that frustrated environ-
mentalists and countries that 
wanted more ambitious goals in 
light of warnings that the world 
must shift sharply away from 
fossil fuels in the coming decade.

“The majority of the rule book 
for the Paris agreement has been 
created, which is something to 
be thankful for,” said Mohamed 
Adow, a climate policy expert 
at Christian Aid. “But the fact 
countries had to be dragged 
kicking and screaming to the fin-
ish line shows that some nations 
have not woken up” to the dire 
consequences of global warming 
as outlined in a report by the 
U.N Panel on Climate Change, 

Nearly 200 
nations adopt 
rules, but key 

decisions put off

CAPS & GOWNS: CHIPPEWA VALLEY TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Well-traveled
By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

Danya Alnashaf has al-
ways dreamed of becoming 
a mom.

But first, Alnashaf wanted 
to feel like she earned it — 
like she was a person her 
child could be proud of.

Days ahead of her gradu-
ation from Chippewa Valley 
Technical College’s IT soft-
ware developer program, 
Alnashaf feels as if all her 
dreams are finally coming to 
fruition.

Alnashaf is one of 318 
graduates in 412 programs 
to graduate from CVTC on 
Tuesday. But not only is she 
graduating from a program 
that promises boundless 
career opportunities in less 
than two years and with a 
4.0 grade point average, but 
she’s already started her first 
post-grad job as a developer 
at Menards.

And, perhaps most excit-
ing of all, she’s expecting 
her first child.

“I didn’t want any help,” 
Alnashaf, 35, said last week. 
“I wanted to support my 
baby so that when he grows 
up he’ll be proud of me be-
cause he’ll have a successful 
mom. He’s already got a suc-
cessful dad, but I wanted to 
be too. ... Now, I’m so proud 
of my journey here.”

But Alnashaf didn’t always 
have her sights set on a ca-
reer in the high-tech world, 

let alone emigrating from 
her home in Aleppo, Syria, 
to the United States.

Love at first sight
From the moment Al-

nashaf met her now-hus-
band Wail Dohni, she 
couldn’t stop thinking about 
him.

Alnashaf had just graduat-
ed with a bachelor’s degree 
in biochemistry in Aleppo, 
but her best friend had 
been begging her to take 
an English language course 
with her.

To appease her friend, 
Alnashaf agreed to take it, 
though she didn’t want to.

But because her friend 
had tested higher on the 
evaluation test, she was 
ultimately placed in a class 
different from Alnashaf’s.

“There I was, alone in this 
class I didn’t want to take. I 
was so upset because I came 
here just to take it with her,” 
Alnashaf recalled, chuck-
ling. “But that’s where I met 
him.”

The first day, Alnashaf 
noticed Dohni as she was 
walking into the classroom. 
She’d already set her belong-
ings down at a desk in the 
first row, where she’s always 
preferred to sit.

“He was so handsome; I 
looked and got scared right 
away,” Alnashaf said, con-
tinuing to laugh to herself. 

Syrian woman finds academic 
accolades and impending 
motherhood in Eau Claire 

Staff photo by Spencer Nickel

Danya Alnashaf poses for a photo Dec. 8 in the Chippewa Valley Tech-
nical College computer lab in Eau Claire. View more photos at Leader-
TelegramPhotos.com.

WISCONSIN POLITICS COMPUTER SECURITY

Vos to continue 
wielding influence

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — His voice nearly 
gone following all-night negotia-
tions, Robin Vos stood on the floor 
of the Wisconsin Assembly just after 
sunrise and calmly made the case 
for legislation aimed at taking power 
from the incoming Democratic gov-
ernor.

In his typical measured tones, 
the Assembly speaker ridiculed 
Democratic opposition as hysterical 
overreaction and rejected portrayals 
of the move as a cynical power grab: 
“I don’t think what you believe makes 
you evil.”

Then, when the bell rang for the 
Dec. 5 vote, Vos won — as usual.

Vos, who has been speaker since 
2013, is used to being at the center of 

Wisconsin’s biggest political battles. 
As Gov. Scott Walker leaves office, 
Vos is positioning himself to take 
over as the state’s most powerful 
Republican and is determined to 
protect conservative interests in the 
key Midwestern swing state from 
Democratic Gov.-elect Tony Evers.

It’s a natural transition for Vos, 
a key player in Walker’s 2011 battle 
against public unions and a partner 
during nearly a decade of Republican 
dominance in the state. He was the 
driving force behind the lame-duck 
legislation, requesting that bills be 
drafted and outlining GOP goals 
to reporters the day after Walker’s 
defeat.

Republicans love Vos for his skill at 
wielding a huge Assembly majority 
for maximum gain. Critics point to 
the lame-duck maneuver and others 
like it to deride him as “Boss Vos,” a 
power-hungry leader eager to grasp 
any advantage.

Fans note successes, 
but critics see him  
as power hungry

State Assem-
bly Speaker 
Robin Vos, 
R-Rochester, 
holds a news 
conference 
Dec. 4 in the 
Assembly 
parlor at the 
state Capitol 
in Madison.
Associated Press

Password  
pressure to be 
ratcheted up

By Tim Johnson

McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Got 
too many passwords to 
remember? Just wait. It’s 
going to get a lot worse.

Average consumers five 
years from now may face 
double the demands for 
passwords, said Emmanuel 
Schalit, chief executive 
of Dashlane, a consumer 
password security com-
pany.

Schalit and other ex-
perts predict that pass-
words will explode in 
further use before they 
eventually fade, replaced 
by new technology.

Digital devices in homes 
are growing more nu-
merous, but Schalit said 
the real driver behind 
the steady increase in the 
need for passwords are 
the sprawling number of 
accounts for consumers 
to obtain public services, 
interact on healthcare and 
education websites and 

deal with retailers.
“The problem is not 

passwords. The problem is 
to ask humans to memo-
rize and manage hundreds 
of them,” Schalit said.

Dashlane, with head-
quarters in New York 
City, estimates the aver-
age American currently 
has about 200 accounts 
that require some sort of 
password identification 
and that number will rise 
to 400 within five years 
or so.

One expert believes 
Dashlane’s forecast is low.

“I think they are being 
conservative. I think we 
will have more,” said Tom 
Galvin, executive director 
of the Digital Citizens Al-
liance, a nonprofit focused 
on internet consumer 
safety.

Some consumers simply 
give up at the constant 
demand for passwords, 
re-using the same pass-
word over and over again, 
a practice that makes cy-
bersecurity experts cringe. 
If hackers compromise 
any single account, they 
can access a victim’s other 
accounts.

That’s why some 

Consumers 
could see 

double the 
number 

required now 
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