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By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire school 
board is scheduled to meet 
today to consider whether 
to retain district Superin-
tendent Mary 
Ann Harde-
beck, sources 
familiar with 
ongoing con-
tract discus-
sions said.

According 
to district 
records, board 
members have 
met five times 
in closed 
session since 
Nov. 19 to 
discuss Har-
debeck’s con-
tract status. 
Typically the 
board meets 
once or twice to discuss 
and evaluate the superin-
tendent’s job performance 
as part of an annual evalua-
tion. Contracts typically are 
granted for two- or one-
year terms.

The board has until 
Thursday to let Hardebeck 
know whether it plans to 
renew her contract. If board 
members take no action by 
that date, her contract auto-
matically would be extended 
for two years.

Hardebeck’s current con-
tract with the district ends 
June 30.

The board will meet on 
the matter in closed session 
at 5 p.m. today.

School board 
considers 

Hardebeck’s 
future

Superintendent’s 
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By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

Authorities are reminding peo-
ple to be cautious as the coldest 
temperatures in five years hit the 
Chippewa Valley this week,

“We’re looking at some signif-
icant cold, of 72 hours at least,” 
said meteorologist Tyler Hasen-
stein from the National Weather 
Service. “The coldest will be 
Wednesday, when temperatures 
hit -25 to -30, but the wind chills 
will make it feel -45 to -55.”

While it should be similar 
temperatures on Thursday, the 
wind won’t be as strong, Hasen-
stein said.

The cold weather is part of 
the system that led to Monday’s 
snowfall of about 7½ inches in 
Eau Claire.

“It’s a cold, polar vortex air 
that usually stays in northern 
Canada,” he said.

However, the cold weather will 
leave by late Friday, and tem-
peratures should reach the upper 
20s or lower 30s on Saturday, 

Hasenstein said.
Lieske Giese, Eau Claire 

City-County Health Department 
director, said that 38 people died 
from exposure to extreme cold in 
Wisconsin in the 2017-18 winter 
season. She reminded people to 
dress in layers, making sure their 
fingers and faces are covered, 
and also to check on vulnerable 
people like elderly or those inca-
pable of making good personal 
decisions.

“The first thing to do is stay 
indoors if you possibly can,” 
Giese said.

Giese also cautioned people 
to not use their ovens or pro-
pane heaters as a secondary heat 
source in their homes, saying that 
carbon monoxide is a serious 
danger.

“The risks are enormous,” 
Giese said. “People need to be 
very careful of that.”

Giese also cautioned people 
that using drugs or alcohol is an 
especially bad idea this week.

“Any substance abuse with this 
type of weather is really dan-
gerous,” Giese said. “They stay 
outside longer because they don’t 
realize the risks.”

Chippewa County Sheriff Jim 
Kowalczyk reminded people to 

be cautious on the roads as well.
“Make sure you have the 

necessities with you: a charged 
cell phone, blankets, and some 
snacks. And drive appropriately,” 
Kowalczyk said. “If you go in 
the ditch, stay with the vehicle. 
Someone always sees it. If you 
leave the vehicle, we have no 
idea where you went.”

Kowalczyk also recommends 
making sure that snow is re-
moved from the vehicle, and to 
have new wipers and tires.

Only a handful of the zoo 
animals in Irvine Park will be 
outside this week, said Chippewa 
Falls parks director Dick Hebert, 
as the six bison, two elk and two 
owls will be outside all the time.

“People do like to see the 
animals in the winter, but people 
aren’t walking through the park 
this week because it will be so 

cold,” Hebert said.
In general, the hyenas come in-

side when the temperatures drop 
into the 20s, and the tigers come 
inside when the temperature is 
10-20 degrees, he said.

“The tigers, they like to be 
outside, so we might let them out 
for a bit,” Hebert said. “The owls 
are outside, because they have a 
heated perch.”

The animals are monitored 
closely, he added.

“They are burning a lot of calo-
ries, so we give them a little more 
food,” Hebert said.

In 2017, a new barn facility was 
constructed for the Watusi (Af-
rican) cows, but those animals 
leave the park in the fall, before 
snow falls. The bison, who are in 
the adjacent exhibit, don’t have 
a barn building. Hebert said it 
is among his goals to get them a 
building as well.

“It’s better for them to be out-
side,” Hebert said of the bison. 
“One of the things they do to 
keep warm is move. They also 
get along the cliff to stay out of 
the wind.”

In the 1980s, the zoo had a ze-
bra that refused to come in from 
the cold and wound up dying.

Contact: chris.vetter@ecpc.com

Dangerously cold 
hitting the region

Conditions caused 
by polar vortex 

that moved south

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Paul Miller cleared the snow from his daughter’s home in Eau Claire on Monday. The area received about 7½ inches of snow as of Monday 
afternoon, according to the National Weather Service. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

It will be so cold this week that 
beer trucks won’t be delivering 
some places.

General Beer Northwest in 
Chippewa Falls will limit its deliv-
eries on Wednesday, said general 
manager Rod Fisher.

“Some stuff could freeze on 
trucks, especially rural routes,” 
Fisher said. “We are doing the 
bulk routes that go to the grocery 
stores.”

General Beer Northwest pro-
vides its products to a 14-coun-
ty region, and many of those 
deliveries will be delayed, 
with some people working on 
Saturday.

Too cold 
for beer 

deliveries
Safety is key reason

By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

Of the last 44 years that Bill 
Kryshak of Menomonie has 
been cross-country skiing, this 
year is the longest he recalls 
waiting for enough snow to 
blanket the region for a trip 
out to the trails.

In fact, Kryshak, who as 
president of Friends of the 
Red Cedar Trail and Hoffman 
Hills helps groom the trails 
every year, has not gotten out 
once this year to either ski or 
groom.

But after snow pelted the 
Chippewa Valley Sunday into 
Monday, Kryshak and many 
other Chippewa Valley winter 

sport enthusiasts are thrilled 
to — finally — see a light at 
the end of that tunnel.

“It’s been a tough winter,” 
Kryshak said, chuckling. “As 
soon as I get done at work 

today, we’ll be heading out to 
the trails and packing down 
the snow. We’ll see what we 
have — at the least, it’s got to 
be better than before.”

Monday snowfall excited 
cross country skiers

Warmer weather 
would be helpful 

to enjoy new snow

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

UW-Eau Claire senior Mike Wichlacz of Green Bay, cleared his 
car of snow Monday in Eau Claire.

Science Says: 
Get used to 
polar vortex 
outbreaks
See Page 4B
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