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» Altoona athletic  
project on track

Construction on $3.2 million 
complex set to start in spring. 
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» High water woes
Flooding forces evacuations  
in Midwest, emergency  
declaration in Wisconsin.  
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MYHERS BROTHERS’ DIFFERENT 
STYLES HELP BRING OSSEO-FAIRCHILD 

TO STATE TOURNAMENT 

•  Former Rice Lake track star Bednarek making waves on national level

• Ellenson in unfamiliar territory with latest stop of NBA career

• Five questions with Ms. Hockey, Eau Claire Area’s Charlotte Akervik
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By The Associated Press

CHRISTCHURCH, New 
Zealand — At least 49 
people were shot to death at 
two mosques during midday 
prayers Friday — most if not 
all of them gunned down by 
an immigrant-hating white 
supremacist who apparent-
ly used a helmet-mounted 
camera to broadcast live 
video of the slaughter on 
Facebook.

One man was arrested 
and charged with murder. 
Brenton Harrison Tarrant 
appeared in court Saturday 
morning amid strict securi-
ty and showed no emotion 
when the judge read him 
one murder charge. The 
judge said “it was reason-
able to assume” more such 
charges would follow.

Two other armed suspects 
were taken into custody 
while police tried to deter-
mine what role, if any, they 
played in the cold-blooded 
attack that stunned New 
Zealand, a country so peace-
ful that police officers rarely 
carry guns.

By Dan Holtz

Leader-Telegram staff

Transportation and 
other state budget issues 
took center stage Friday 
as area legislators high-
lighted their priorities 
at a legislative breakfast 
sponsored by the Eau 
Claire Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Democratic Gov. Tony 
Evers is proposing an 
8-cent per gallon gas tax 
increase to fund trans-
portation issues.

State Rep. Jesse 
James, R-Altoona, said 

he only met one con-
stituent during last 
fall’s campaign who was 
firmly against a modest 
gas tax increase. He 
believes most peo-
ple would support an 
8-cent increase.

But James warns peo-
ple not to get their hopes 
up as far as addressing 
all the major transpor-
tation issues in the next 
budget.

“I don’t think a long-
term fix will be deter-
mined in this budget for 

transportation,” he said. 
“We will discuss gas tax-
es, registration fees and 
tolling, but I don’t know 
how it is all going to play 
out.”

State Rep. Warren 
Petryk, R-Eleva, sup-
ports Evers’ proposal 
to increase state aid for 
highway rehabilitation, 
which would mean an 
increase in aid for local 
units of government.

“I’m absolutely on that 
page,” he said.

Evers’ proposed $83.4 

billion 2019-21 state 
budget calls for about $6 
billion more in spend-
ing than Republican 
Gov. Scott Walker’s last 
budget.

Transportation would 
be a good area to use 
some of that extra 
spending but state 
Rep. Rob Summerfield, 
R-Bloomer, warns that 
the next state budget 
won’t have an extra $6 
billion in spending after 
it is enacted.

“I know we are going 

to eliminate a lot of the 
spending increases,” 
he said of the Repub-
lican-controlled state 
Legislature.

A gas tax increase “is 
a good starting point to 
figure out how we are 
going to go from there,” 
Summerfeld said, adding 
that the Legislature also 
needs to examine the 
possibility of toll roads 
and addressing poten-
tial increases in vehicle 
registration fees.

Summerfield said he 
is supportive of putting 
additional money into 
broadband expansion 
for rural areas of Wis-
consin, which would 
benefit both school 
districts and small busi-
nesses.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

BARRON — The best advice 
Elizabeth Smart had for the Bar-
ron community is to leave Jayme 
Closs alone as she gets adjusted to 
being home again.

“As Jayme reclaims her life, 
it’s important to give her space,” 
Smart told a packed crowd 
topping 1,000 spectators Friday 
night at Barron High School. “If 
you see her, it’s OK to smile, but 
don’t stare. If you want to talk to 
her, write her a letter, and let her 
decide if she wants to read it and 
respond.”

“As much as (her abduction) has 
affected everyone in this room, it’s 
affected Jayme a thousand times 
more,” Smart added, referring to 
the 13-year-old Jayme, who was 
abducted from her rural Barron 
County home on Oct. 15 and held 
captive for 88 days before escap-
ing.

Smart, 31, became famous 
when she was abducted from 
her Utah home at age 14 in 2002. 
Smart was held hostage for about 
nine months. She was tied up, 
raped frequently, and threatened 
with death if she attempted to 
escape. Her story has been the 
subject of a handful of TV mov-
ies. One of her kidnappers was 
sentenced to two life terms in 
federal prison.

Smart has become an activist 
and advocate for missing per-
sons, and that includes presenta-
tions like her 30-minute speech 
Friday.

Smart spoke about her own 
abduction, from the day she 
was kidnapped to the repeated 
rapes, to her eventual escape and 
reunification with her family. 
She said it is up to Jayme if she 
ever wants to speak of her own 
experience.
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Area legislators outline budget priorities
Transportation 
issues and the  

gas tax are front 
and center
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Smart says give  
Jayme Closs space

‘We should respect 
her privacy,’ former 

victim says
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Elizabeth Smart, who was kidnapped from her Utah home when she was 14, speaks to 
a crowd topping 1,000 spectators Friday at Barron High School. Smart advised the com-
munity to give Jayme Closs space as she gets used to being home again.
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