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• Use pesticides, her-
bicides and insecticides 
carefully on and off the 
farm, ranch and private for-
ests. Keep your operation 
pollinator friendly.

• Protect flowering plants 
and potential pollinator 
nesting sites such as areas 
of undisturbed ground and 
native vegetation.

Do your part to help 
protect pollinators. By tak-
ing action to diversify and 
beautify your operation or 
property, you could ensure 
that many fruits and vegeta-
bles are available and plenti-
ful for future generations for 
many years to come.

For more information 
about pollinators and what 
you can do in Wisconsin, 
please contact your local 
USDA service center.

Biggs is USDA NRCS 
state conservationist, and 
Chalmers is USDA FSA 
state executive director. 
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Ag producers who have 
not yet enrolled in the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage 
or Price Loss Coverage 
programs for 2020 must do 
so by June 30. Although 
program elections for the 
2020 crop year remain the 
same as elections made for 
2019, all producers need to 
contact their local USDA 
Farm Service Agency office 
to sign a 2020 enrollment 
contract.

“The Agriculture Risk 
Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage programs are crit-
ical safety-net programs for 
farmers, helping producers 
weather market distortions 
resulting from natural disas-
ters, trade disruptions and, 
this year, a pandemic,” said 
FSA Administrator Richard 
Fordyce. 

More than 1.4 million 
ARC and PLC contracts 
have been signed for 
the 2020 crop year. This 
represents 89% of expect-
ed enrollment. FSA will 
send reminder postcards to 

producers who, according to 
agency records, have not yet 
submitted signed contracts 
for ARC or PLC for the 
2020 crop year.

Producers who do not 
complete enrollment by 
close of business local 
time on June 30 will not be 
enrolled in ARC or PLC for 
the 2020 crop year and will 
be ineligible to receive a 
payment should one trigger 
for an eligible crop.

ARC and PLC contracts 
can be mailed or emailed 
to producers for signature 
depending on producer pref-
erence. Signed contracts can 
be mailed or emailed back to 
FSA or arrangements can be 
made in advance with FSA 
to drop off signed contracts 
at the FSA county office; call 
ahead for local drop off and 
other options available for 
submitting signed contracts 
electronically.

For more information on 
ARC and PLC including 
web-based decision tools, 
visit farmers.gov/arc-plc.

Enrollment deadline for 
ARC, PLC programs nearing

Sharing on social media 
has increased during the 
coronavirus pandemic as we 
try to stay connected while 
spending more time at home. 
For farm families, photos 
and videos of children in 
the home environment can 
include hazardous work and 
play situations.

“The images we share can, 
unintentionally, perpetuate 
unsafe farm practices,” said 
Scott Heiberger, commu-
nications manager with the 
National Children’s Center 
for Rural and Agricultural 
Health and Safety, Marsh-
field Clinic Research Insti-
tute. “Photos and videos are 
often used as attention-get-
ters, but sometimes ‘cute’ is 
unsafe.”

About every three days, 
a child dies in an agricul-
ture-related incident, and 
each day, at least 33 children 
are injured.

Images of children per-
forming work that is unsafe 
for their age and ability level, 
often involving machinery 
and large animals, have 
been common this spring 
on social media. And it’s 
not just working children 
who are exposed to hazards. 
Of all children injured on 
farms, more than half are not 
engaged in work at the time 
of the injury; they are merely 
in the worksite. And of those 
non-working youth, most are 
younger than 10.

“It’s probably no surprise, 
then, that many of the unsafe 
situations we’re seeing on so-
cial media involve very young 
children,” Heiberger said. 
“One photo showed two little 
boys climbing on the lift arm 
of a skid-steer. Another photo 
showed five small children 
and the caption, ‘How many 
kids can you fit on a combine 
tire? LOL.’

“If we show the agricultur-
al worksite as a playground, 
we’re asking for trouble.”

Following the old adage 
that “a picture is worth 
1,000 words,” the Childhood 
Agricultural Safety Network 
created Media Guidelines 
for Agricultural Safety, a list 
of do’s and don’ts aimed at 
keeping children safe and not 
perpetuating dangerous farm 
practices. The guidelines, 
also available in Spanish and 
French, were updated recent-
ly to include social media. 
Examples include:

• Don’t show individuals 
riding on wagons, in the back 
of pickup trucks or as extra 
riders on tractors or ATVs.

• Don’t show children 
riding on adults’ laps on 
ATVs, or lawn tractors/riding 
mowers.

• Don’t show children in 
proximity to large animals 
unless appropriate barriers 

are evident.
• Do show children doing 

age-appropriate chores under 
adult supervision and wear-
ing protective equipment.

The guidelines were 
originally introduced in 2010 
with feedback from media 
professionals as well as 
communicators from CASN 
member organizations.

“Following these guide-
lines can help each of us be 
confident that we are doing 
our part for farm safety,” 
Heiberger said.

The National Children’s 
Center is the national leader 
in developing and sharing 
knowledge and intervention 
strategies for childhood 
agriculture safety and health. 
Among its resources are:

• Cultivate Safety website 
provides easy access to ag-
ricultural safety information 
and resources for farmers, 
ranchers, supervisors and 

media. The website includes 
sections on Work, Play, Acci-
dents, Parents, Online Tools 
and a Resource Library with 
access to hundreds of free 
safety and health resources.

• The Childhood Agri-
cultural Safety Network is 
a coalition of organizations 
that work together to help 
keep children safe on the 
farm. These organizations 
represent the agricultural 
community, child injury 
prevention, minority-serv-
ing associations and related 
industry organizations.

• Creating Safe Play Areas 
on Farms provides the first 
comprehensive guide for 
designing and building an 
outdoor safe play area on a 
farm.

• Integrating Safety into 
Agritourism provides check-
lists, virtual walkthroughs and 
other resources that help farm 
owners keep visitors safe.

Don’t sacrifice child ag safety for ‘likes’ and ‘shares’
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THE BEST FORAGE BLOWER

FOR TALL SILOS

LARGEST IN THE INDUSTRY:

14” & 16” INTAKE AUGER

540 & 1000 RPM AVAILABLE

APPLETON

R&M Farm Systems

920-788-3505

ARCADIA

D&D Farm Supply

608-323-7001

ARKANSAW

Anibas Silo & Equip.

715-285-5317

BLUE RIVER

Blue River

Harvestor Repair, Inc.

608-537-2746

800-932-4749

CHIPPEWA FALLS

Chippewa Farm

Service, LLC

715-577-8372

CURTISS

Maki Farm Service, LLC

715-613-7308

DARIEN

SVH Supply Inc.

877-784-7877

DARLINGTON

Ruf’s Farm Service, Inc.

608-776-4048

DePERE

Fritsch Equip. Corporation

920-532-6292

DURAND

Komro Sales

& Service, Inc.

715-672-4263

EDEN

Armstrong Welding

& Repair, LLC

920-477-5141

EDGAR

Maki Farm Service, LLC

715-613-7308

HORTONVILLE

Knuth Farm Equip., LLC

920-757-6995

IOLA

Pet-Key Enterprises

715-445-4003

KAUKAUNA

L&L Sales & Service

800-236-0603

920-766-0603

LAKE GENEVA

George Leedle

Sales & Service

262-275-6631

MELROSE

Nordstrom Construction

& Lumber Inc.

608-488-2401

MORA, MN

Fluegge’s Ag

320-679-2981

MT. HOREB

Field Silo &

Equipment, Inc.

608-437-5561

NEWTON

Hartlaub Equipment

920-758-2132

OCONTO

Dumke Sales & Service

920-834-2075

OSSIAN, IA

D&K Sales

& Service LLC

563-380-7006

PLOVER

Wisconsin Silos Inc.

715-344-9503

POTTER

Gruett’s Inc.

920-853-3516

PRESTON, MN

Ristau Farm Service

507-765-3873

REEDSBURG

Bindl Sales &

Service, Inc.

608-524-6339

RICE LAKE

48 Equipment

Sales, LLC

715-234-6788

RUBICON

Gehring Sales

& Service, Inc.

262-673-4920

WHITEHALL

Komro Sales

& Service, Inc.

715-538-1495

WHITEWATER

The Scharine

Group, Inc.

800-472-2880

WITHEE

Hoover Silo

Repair LLC

715-229-2527

CONTACT THESE DEALERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION:


