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By Matt Milner

As the new editor for The 
Country Today, I have just one 
thing to say to our read-
ers: Help!

I’m a city kid. I’m a 
few generations removed 
from farming, with my 
great-grandparents the last 
generation on either side 
of the family to grow up 
on a farm. While I spent 
my college years in a 
small town in mid-Mis-
souri, that time is the only one 
in my life when I’ve really lived 
out in the country. My formative 
years were in the St. Louis metro 
area. To paraphrase Glenn Frey, I 
belong to the city.

My wife, on the other hand, 
comes from a very small town 
in northern Missouri. For her, 
that same college town was a big 

step up in population. I’ve 
learned a lot from her and 
spending time with her 
family, but that can only 
take me so far.

So I need to hear from 
you. I need to know what 
you like from our paper, 
what you would like to 
change, and what the 
issues you would like us 

to spend some time on. In short, 
I want you to help me answer a 
key question: Who should we be 
as a paper?

I can’t pretend to understand 
rural America the same way as 

people who have lived it their 
entire lives, and I’m not going to 
claim otherwise. I can’t say I un-
derstand the issues nearly as well 
as our readers do. That’s why I 
need your help.

Teach me. Let me know what 
kind of things I need to learn. 
Tell me what you want to see in 
this paper.

I really should say our paper. 
Because the one thing I can see 
immediately is that The Coun-
try Today isn’t the same type of 
product as the papers I’ve spent 
my career in. It’s clearly more 
dependent on the things our 
readers send us and say. It’s a dif-
ferent relationship, a little closer, 
more collaborative. Kind of like 
how I’ve watched as my in-laws 

relate to their country neighbors 
differently from how my parents 
relate to their city neighbors.

I can be reached at matt.mil-
ner@ecpc.com. You can send us 
a note on our Facebook page, too. 
And, if that’s not an option, I’m 
always happy to receive a letter 
at:

The Country Today
PO Box 4001
Eau Claire, WI 54702

I know I have a lot to learn. 
And I’m looking forward to hear-
ing from readers. Help me get my 
feet under me so I can understand 
what you want out of this paper.

I can’t promise I won’t make 
mistakes at first, but what can 
you expect out of a city kid?

A letter from the editor

Milner

By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

A
fter years of slogging through sog-
gy fields, Wisconsin farmers 
finally have some cause to be 

optimistic about the progress of their 
crops this time around.

Crops are racing ahead of the slow 
pace set by poor weather last year, with 
the progress of corn silked at 93% and 
soybeans blooming at 94%, paces that 
are 25 days and more than four weeks, 
respectively, ahead of last year, accord-
ing to the Wisconsin Crop Progress & 
Condition Report issued Aug. 10 by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
Wisconsin office.

Both of those metrics are ahead of 
the five-year average as well, with corn 
silking a full week ahead and soybeans 
blooming nine days ahead of anticipat-
ed timing.

Corn at dough stage; soybeans with 
set pods; oat, potato and winter wheat harvest; 
and second and third cuttings of alfalfa are all 
ahead of last year’s pace as well, according to 
the report, although potato harvest and third 
cutting of alfalfa are lagging slightly behind 
the five-year average.

The hay crop has overall done well, said 
Jerry Clark, Chippewa County UW-Extension 
agriculture agent, adding that some farmers are 
even seeing their third crop turn out better than 
their second.

As August moves toward September, corn 
silage harvest is also beginning to near in 
coming weeks, said Richard Halopka, UW-Ex-
tension Clark County crops and livestock 
educator.

Crop conditions continue to fare well, with 
most crops rated over 80% good or excellent 
statewide, according to the Aug. 10 progress 
report. The all hay condition, rated 78% good 

to excellent, and pasture condition, rated 68%, 
were the only items reported by the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service to fall below the 
80% marker.

“I think, overall, (the growing season 
has) been pretty good,” said Clark.

The experience in many Wisconsin 
fields this year has been a far cry from 
the extremely abnormal wet conditions 
they faced last year.

“2019 was that big hiccup in what 
we call ‘not being normal,’” said 
Halopka.

That Mother Nature has been kinder 
this year is good news for an occupa-
tion that Halopka described as 15% 
dependent on farmers’ management 
input and 85% reliant on Mother 
Nature.

It was dry enough this spring to 
get crops in in a timely manner this 
spring, Halopka said, and there’s been 
enough rain since to maintain a good 
crop.

The heavy moisture that persisted 
from planting to harvest in 2019 hasn’t reap-
peared for the 2020 growing season.

While farmers have likely become more 
accustomed to the overly wet growing seasons 
that have been typical recently, in a change of 
pace, more fields this year could use, if any-
thing, a little more moisture.

Topsoil moisture, as of the Aug. 10 report, 
was rated 71% adequate across the state, with 
24% short or very short and just 5% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture reflected similar numbers 
with 75% adequate, 6% surplus and 19% short 
or very short.

Heavy rains and localized storms have been 
sporadic across the state to provide the amount 
of moisture farms have received this summer, 
with the potential for rain totals from an event 
to have a multiple-inch range within a single 
county, Clark said.

MAKING 
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Thriving crops welcome news  
after recent years’ challenges
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A farmer baled hay along 84th Avenue in Eau Claire County in July.

Clark

Halopka

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

After reviewing more than 1,700 
comments from farmers across the 
country, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture last week announced 
several changes to the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program.

U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue announced 
Aug. 11 that addi-
tional commodities 
will be covered by 
CFAP, the deadline 
to apply for the 
program will be 
extended from Aug. 
28 to Sept. 11, and 
producers with approved applica-
tions will receive the remainder of 
their payment.

The Coronavirus Food Assis-
tance Program was announced in 
mid-April, when Perdue said the 
program would provide up to $16 
billion in direct payments to deliv-
er relief to America’s farmers and 
ranchers impacted by the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

CFAP is administered by the 
USDA Farm Service Agency. To 
be eligible for payments, producers 
of eligible agricultural commod-
ities must have suffered a 5% or 
greater price decline as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and face 
substantial marketing costs for 
inventories.

As of Aug. 10, FSA had made 
$7 billion in CFAP payments to 
522,000 producers across the 
country. So far, about $3 billion of 
the payments have gone to farmers 
raising cattle. Dairy farmers have 
received about $1.3 billion, corn 
growers $1.25 billion, hog farmers 
$442 million, and soybeans grow-
ers $356 million.

The top five states for farmers 
receiving assistance are Iowa, Ne-
braska, Minnesota, Texas and Wis-
consin. More than 46,000 farmers 
in Iowa had applied for and received 
nearly $714 million, with nearly 
half going to livestock farmers.

In Wisconsin, FSA had already 
approved about 16,000 applica-
tions and disbursed nearly $400 
million, Sandy Chalmers, Wiscon-
sin executive director of the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency, said Aug. 11 
during the Dairy Signal webinar 
hosted by the Professional Dairy 
Producers of Wisconsin.

CFAP 
deadline 
extended, 
more 
farmers 
included

Chalmers
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TractorCentral.com
Offer valid on equipment purchased by October 31, 2020, or while supplies
last. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. Financing subject to
approval by John Deere Financial.

Save Big on 2019 Gator XUV835M...While they last!
PLUS 0% APR for 48 months!

Adventure in year-round comfort - equipped with a full cab, with
heat & A/C, alloy wheels, power steering, front brush guard, rear
bumper, spray-in bedliner, and more!
• 54hp/812 cc engine with EFI • True on-demand 4WD
• 2,000lb Towing capacity & 1,000 lb. Cargo box capacity

$21,199


