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B.J. Hollars

Hollars is the author of several books, most recently ‘Midwestern Strange: Hunting Monsters, Martians, 

and the Weird’’ and ‘The Road South: Personal Stories of the Freedom Riders.’ He is a professor, arts 

advocate, husband, father, son and dog walker. Follow him on Instagram, Twitter or Facebook @bjhollars

It was the best of times, it was 
the worst of times …

With those famous words, 
Charles Dickens opened his classic 
novel, which, if you read no fur-

ther, might very well be a book 
about camping.

Ah, camping! The 
foolhardiest of summer 

traditions! The chance to 
dust off the tent, unfurl 
the sleeping bags, and 

pretend, for a brief 
moment, that we 
enjoy the outdoors.

Of course, all the better if you 
actually do. And I do. I think. 
When all the conditions are right.

All the conditions certain-
ly seemed right that Monday 
afternoon in late August, as my 
eldest children and I pulled into 
our luxuriously sized campsite 
at Coon Fork Campground 30 
miles to the east of Eau Claire. 
Standing at the edge of our site, 
we peered out at the glistening 
62-acre lake stretched before 
us, while overhead, the birds 
welcomed us with song. My 

8-year-old shimmed beneath 
my left arm, my 6-year-old 
daughter took refuge beneath my 
right. Together, we all inhaled 
a gallon-sized breath of cool, 
Wisconsin air.

It was the best of times, indeed.
Right up until the storm struck a 

few hours later, sending us speed-
ing back to the comforts of our 
home.

Warm beds never felt so good.
Returning to our site the fol-

lowing morning, I was relieved 
to find that the weather gods had 
taken pity on us. Our tent had not 
become a houseboat as I’d feared, 
merely a waterbed. No matter. It 
was nothing 10 absorbent towels 
couldn’t fix. 

Finding stillness in the storm
With an uncertain fall looming, a father 
searches for solace on a family camping 

trip — with modest success. 
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A great blue heron surveys the surrounding water north of Two Rivers in eastern Wisconsin.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

Lauren Thompson was clicking 
around the Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection website when she came 
across the announcement of the for-
mation of the Wisconsin Agriculture 
Youth Council.

Thompson, a senior at Bald-
win-Woodville High School, was 
on the DATCP website because 

of her role on the 
Governor’s Blue 
Ribbon Commission 
on Rural Prosperity. 
But she recognized 
the new opportunity 
immediately.

“I saw the an-
nouncement and 
thought, ‘Wow, I 

want to do that,’” Thompson said. 
“I’m excited to have the opportunity 
to work with 14 other youth who 
have a passion for agriculture and 
agriculture officials on how we can 
impact the agriculture industry in 
the future.”

DATCP Secretary-designee 
Randy Romanski announced the 15 
members of the Wisconsin Agricul-
ture Youth Council Sept. 10.

Members will serve a one-year 
term, receiving a certificate of com-
pletion at the end of their service.

Members include Chad Achen-

bach of Eastman, Haley Beukema 
of New Richmond, Hannah Dahl 
of Columbus, Charles Fahey of 
Sussex, Kendra Goplin of Osseo, 
Samantha Hammiller of Burlington, 
Abigail Helbach of Amherst, Sophia 
Larson of Reedsburg, Adaire Mac-
Swain of Hudson, Jamison Meier 
of Windsor, Natalie Ott of Berlin, 
Natalie Roe of Monticello, Drew 
Tuttle of Drummond, Randy Winch 
of Fennimore and Thompson.

“These students are outstanding 
representatives of the future of Wis-
consin agriculture, and their insights 
will be incredibly valuable to our 
department and the entire industry,” 
Romanski said. “We are excited to 
engage with these young people to 
promote agricultural career oppor-
tunities, share resources available 
for farmers, and discuss agricultural 
policy development.”

DATCP names members 

of new Youth Council

By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

Fall can be a dangerous 
time to be a farmer.

With corn silage harvest 
already weeks underway in 
parts of the state and other 
parts of the fall harvest 
rapidly nearing, more and 
more hazardous situations 
are liable to pop up.

From 
perhaps 
relatively mi-
nor slips and 
falls while 
getting on or 
off equip-
ment to often 
seriously 
dangerous 
roadway collisions or trac-
tor rollovers, farm-related 
injuries can cost operators 
time, money or, in worst-
case scenarios, even their 
lives.

And these farm accidents 
are by no means an uncom-
mon occurrence.

“I don’t know of a farm 
family that doesn’t have 
some kind of story of 
injury,” said Shelly Mayer, 
a dairy farmer and execu-
tive director of the Profes-
sional Dairy Producers of 
Wisconsin.

Mayer relayed her own 
family’s farm accident 
story during the Sept. 
9 PDPW Dairy Signal 
webinar, talking about an 
accident she remembered 
from her childhood of 
seeing her father come 
into the house with a 
missing index finger — 
able to be reattached 
— and two other injured 
fingers after an incident 
while working with a 
blower during chopping 
season. Mayer helped her 
father wrap dish towels 
around the injury before 
helping him get to her 
mother out in the field, 
who took her father to the 
hospital for care.

While Mayer’s father’s 
case was “just a matter of 
some digits,” the recovery 
was still a long process, she 
said.

Harvest 
presents 
risks to 
farmers’ 
safety
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Lauren Thompson of Woodville was named to the Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection’s new Wisconsin Agriculture 
Youth Council with 14 other high school seniors from around the state.
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®

• 25-hp 3-Cylinder Diesel Engine • Standard 4WD, Power Steering &Mid PTO
• Quick-Park™ Loader easily connects or detaches, tool-free!
• Compatible with AutoConnect drive-over mower deck, iMatch Quick-Hitch,
and more than 20 easy to swap implements & attachments!

• 6-year/2,000 hour Powertrain warranty1
Offer valid on equipment purchased by October 30, 2020. Some restrictions
apply, see dealer for details. Warranty based on years or hours used, whichever
comes first. Financing subject to approval by John Deere Financial.

TractorCentral.com

Save ov
er

$2,400
! 1025R Compact Tractor, with Loader & 60” Rear Blade: $16,899

1 S s Tractors: Versatile, Powerful, and Affordable!


