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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Nicole Winfield  
and Ken Moritsugu

Associated Press

ROME  — The world sur-
passed two sobering corona-
virus milestones Sunday — 
500,000 confirmed deaths, 10 
million confirmed cases — and 
hit another high mark for daily 
new infections as governments 
that attempted reopenings 
continued to backtrack and 
warn that worse news could 
be yet to come.

“COVID-19 has taken a very 
swift and very dangerous turn 
in Texas over just the past few 
weeks,” said Gov. Greg Abbott, 
who allowed businesses to 
start reopening in early May 
but on Friday shut down bars 
and limited restaurant dining 
amid a spike in cases.

California Gov. Gavin New-
som rolled back reopenings of 
bars in seven counties, includ-
ing Los Angeles. He ordered 
them to close immediately and 
urged eight other counties to 
issue local health orders man-

dating the same.
More Florida beaches will 

be closing again to avoid fur-
ther spread of the new coro-
navirus as officials try to tamp 
down on large gatherings amid 
a spike in COVID-19 cases. 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
said interactions among young 
people are driving the surge.

South Africa’s health min-
ister warned that the coun-
try’s current surge of cases is 
expected to rapidly increase 
in the coming weeks and push 
hospitals to the limit. Health 
Minister Zwelini Mkhize said 
the current rise in infections 
has come from people who 
“moved back into the work-
place.

New clusters of cases at a 
Swiss nightclub and in the 
central English city of Leices-
ter showed that the virus was 
still circulating widely in 
Europe, though not with the 
rapidly growing infection rate 
seen in parts of the U.S., Latin 
America and India.

Poland and France, mean-
while, attempted a step toward 
normalcy as the held elections 
that had been delayed by the 
virus.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

While this June Dairy Month looked 
different from any other, Pepin County 
still turned out to show support for the 
industry.

About 1,100 cars went through two lo-
cations set up to distribute pre-packaged 
breakfast ingredients June 20, as the 
annual Pepin County Town and Country 
Dairy Breakfast moved off the farm and 
switched to a drive-thru version due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“Turnout was way beyond what we 
even possibly envisioned,” said Pepin 
County Dairy Promotion Committee 
Chairman Randy Koller. “We were abso-
lutely flabbergasted.”

The Pepin County Dairy Promotion 
Committee was prepared to feed about 
2,400 diners. Committee members had 
prepared 600 bags of food, each packed 
to feed a family of four, and divided the 
bags between two drive-thru locations 
set up at Eau Galle Cheese northwest of 
Durand on Highway 25 and Komro Sales 
& Service east of Durand on Highway 
85.

The packaged breakfasts included 
butter, milk, cheese, sausage and pan-
cake mix and allowed guests to take the 
ingredients home to make breakfast.

The Pepin County Town and Country 
Dairy Breakfast usually draws about 
1,600 to 1,800 diners to the farms.

The free drive-thru breakfast was 
scheduled to begin at 7:30 a.m., but 
committee members started handing 
out bags at 7 because there were 26 cars 
already in line at 6:55, Koller said.

The bags were gone by 8:30 a.m., with 
each location running out nearly simul-
taneously, he said.

Committee members worked quickly 
to pass out bags of food. Koller said they 
averaged 3.3 cars served per minute for 
the 90 minutes before running out of 
bags.

Michelle Larson and her family picked 
up a breakfast bag from the Komro 
location. Larson said she waited in line 
for about 15 minutes and then returned 
home to make breakfast.

“Everything was delicious, and we 
went through the cheese curds imme-
diately,” Larson said. “It’s amazing how 
many people donated and turned out to 
support farmers.”

Larson said she and her family have 
attended several other dairy breakfasts 
but this was her first experience with 
the Pepin County breakfast.

“I grew up on a dairy farm, so it’s im-
portant for me to stay involved and give 
back to the community,” she said. “We 
were a little disappointed the breakfast 
couldn’t be on a farm so my daughter 
could see the animals and a little of the 
hard work that goes into farming and 
what I grew up with, but we had a great 
experience.”

After bags with breakfast ingredients 

ran out, Committee members handed 
out bags of cheese curds, blocks of 
cheese and coupons from Eau Galle 
Cheese to cars remaining lined up at the 
distribution locations.

Committee members had prepared 
for a big crowd based on what they 
were hearing around town earlier in the 
week and bought an extra 200 bags of 
cheese curds. When those ran out, Eau 
Galle Cheese employees began cutting 
1-pound blocks of cheese to get the 
committee through to the end of the 
breakfast.

“Even though we are the smallest 
county in Wisconsin and very rural we 
know how important it is to educate 
and sometimes even just to remind 
every person we can how nutritious 
and great tasting dairy products are,” 
said Noah Weiss, a member of the 
Pepin County Dairy Promotion Coun-
cil whose family’s farm had originally 

planned to host this year’s breakfast. 
“This year with the COVID-19 still 
ongoing through our country, we didn’t 
know if people would be afraid or if it 
was worth the risk to come out for our 
Pepin County Drive-Thru Breakfast. We 
couldn’t have asked for a better turn-
out.”

Koller said several factors likely 
contributed to the turnout, with people 
wanting to show their support for dairy 
farmers and people wanting to get out 
of the house after months of limited 
interaction with others due to COVID-19 
concerns.

The Pepin County Dairy Promotion 
Council has also been involved with 
keeping dairy products available to 
area food pantries, and Koller said need 
could have contributed to this year’s 
high turnout.

By Lynn Berry  
and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Sun-
day denied that he had been 
briefed on reported U.S. 
intelligence that a Russian 
military intelligence unit 
secretly offered bounties 
to Taliban-linked militants 
for killing American troops 
in Afghanistan, and he 
appeared to minimize the 
allegations against Moscow.

American intelligence 
officials concluded months 
ago that Russian officials 
offered rewards for suc-
cessful attacks on American 
service-members last year, 
at a time when the U.S. and 
Taliban were holding talks 
to end the long-running war, 
according to The New York 
Times.

Trump, in a Sunday morn-
ing tweet, said “Nobody 
briefed or told me” or Vice 
President Mike Pence or 
chief of staff Mark Meadows 
about “the so-called attacks 
on our troops in Afghani-
stan by Russians.”

“Everybody is denying it 
& there have not been many 
attacks on us,” he said.

The White House had 
issued a statement Satur-
day denying that Trump or 
Pence had been briefed on 
such intelligence. “This does 
not speak to the merit of the 
alleged intelligence but to 
the inaccuracy of the New 
York Times story errone-
ously suggesting that Presi-
dent Trump was briefed on 
this matter,” press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany said.

Trump denies 
briefing on 
reported 
bounties

DAIRY IN DEMAND
Pepin County drive-

thru breakfast draws 
big response
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Katie Holden and Kyle “The Cow” Danzinger deliver breakfast bags June 20 at the 
Komro Sales and Service site on Highway 85 near Durand.
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World hits grim virus milestones
500K confirmed 

deaths, 10M 
confirmed cases 
add to bad news

Associated Press

A lifeguard keeps watch over a packed beach Saturday in Hunting-
ton Beach, Calif.
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