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By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Brit-
tany Risler plans to 
achieve a longtime 

goal by moving into her 
own house before the end 
of the month.

The occasion will mark a major mile-
stone for Risler and for the nonprofit 
organization that is helping to make her 
dream come true.

After building about 40 homes in 20 
years, the Chippewa Valley chapter 
of Habitat for Humanity fell on hard 
times. The charitable group had failed 
to build a single house in the past four 
years.

That changed last fall with the arrival 
of a new executive director, John Daw-
son, who promptly set about revamp-
ing the local chapter and restoring its 
primary mission: building houses for 
people in need.

Chippewa Valley Habitat plans to 
build four new houses and renovate 
another this year, Dawson said.

“My No. 1 goal is to 
let people know we’re 
back in business,” said 
Dawson, a former general 
contractor in Illinois who 
is using his business and 
construction know-how 
to help rebuild the local 
chapter.

That’s good news for 
Risler and her three 
children — Ayvah, 10, 
Brielle, 7, and Nolan, 5 — 
who have been investing 
so-called sweat equity to 
ensure they move out of 
their Mondovi apartment 
and into the newly con-
structed three-bedroom 
home on Mondovi’s east 
side.

“Me and my kids are 
really excited,” Risler 
said. “I’ve always wanted 
to buy a house and it was nice to be able 
to buy a home for an affordable price.”

While Dawson said a common mis-
conception is that Habitat houses are 
presented to occupants free of charge, 
that is not the case, but they do get a 
good deal.

“I still have to pay a pretty big lump 

sum, pay a mortgage and 
put in the hours,” said 
Risler, who estimates she 
has spent more than 150 
hours alongside volun-
teers and subcontractors 
helping to build her 
house.

Dawson noted that an 
expert is always on site to 
help and advise volun-
teers, many recruited by 
the future homeowner, 
on proper construction 
techniques.

“I actually helped put 
up drywall,” Risler said. 
“I never thought I’d do 
drywall, but I did. I also 
helped clean up the 
yard, put windows in, 
put doors in and I’ll be 
painting too. We’re kind 
of learning to do it all.”

Even her children have pitched in by 
pounding some nails and helping with 
cleanup.

Risler’s house, which Habitat began 
building in December, is the first of the 
group’s five building projects planned 
this year.

BACK ON TRACK
Local Habitat for Humanity resumes building houses

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Chippewa Valley Habitat for Humanity executive director John Dawson, shown Wednesday at the site of a home the group is building 
in Mondovi, has been working to get the nonprofit back to building houses. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

More 
Information

More information about 
Chippewa Valley Habitat 
for Humanity, including 
details about volunteering, 
donating or applying to be 
a partner family, is avail-
able at cvh4h.org.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Sarah 
Godlewski, an Eau Claire 
native and state treasurer, 
joined fellow Democrats 
running in 
the 2022 
election for 
a U.S. Senate 
seat currently 
held by Ron 
Johnson, 
R-Oshkosh.

Godlews-
ki officially 
began her run 
on Wednes-
day, coming 
out with an 
announce-
ment and 
campaign 
video criticiz-
ing Johnson 
and his support for former 
President Donald Trump.

“Ron Johnson has com-
pletely lost touch with Wis-
consin and reality, spread-
ing conspiracy theories, 
denying climate change and 
obstructing economic relief. 
It’s time to take a different 
path in Washington,” God-
lewski stated.

Johnson, who was first 
elected in 2010, has not 
announced whether he will 
seek re-election for a third 
term. Last week Trump, 
through his political action 
committee, encouraged John-
son to run again and offered 
his enthusiastic endorsement 
to the Wisconsin Republican.

Eau Claire 
native runs 

for u.s. 
senate

Godlewski rails 
on Johnson, touts 

local ties

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The UW-Eau 
Claire student body has ap-
proved a referendum question 
involving the Sonnentag Centre, 
agreeing to pay a new segregat-
ed fee of up to $90 per student 
each semester to support the 
event complex destined for Eau 
Claire’s Water Street area.

The successful referen-
dum means the long-awaited 
Sonnentag project will get the 
critical funding it needed to 
continue. It also paves the way 
for construction to begin this 
year, an official said Wednes-
day.

The Sonnentag complex 
is planned for land along 
Menomonie Street, bordered 
by the Chippewa River State 
Trail.

It’s planned to be a major 
event center with 5,100 seats, 
a fitness center, an indoor 

synthetic turf fieldhouse and 
a Mayo Clinic Health System 
sports medicine center and 
imaging clinic.

“We’re just thrilled that the 
students understand the need 
for this project ... and that they 
understand their investment is 
going to ensure we can continue 
to move forward with the proj-
ect,” said Kimera Way, president 
of Eau Claire Community Com-
plex Inc., the nonprofit entity 
created to serve as owner of the 
development.

The project’s organizers will 
now work on finishing the de-
sign of the Sonnentag complex. 
They’re looking to set “a very 
aggressive design and construc-
tion schedule, all geared toward 
starting the project before 
the end of the calendar year,” 
Way told the Leader-Telegram 
Wednesday.

The UW System must also 
give its approval for UW-Eau 
Claire’s participation in the 
Sonnentag project.

Plans for the complex began 

when John and Carolyn Son-
nentag, who are UW-Eau Claire 
alumni and owners of County 
Materials Corp., made a $10 
million-value gift, including 21 
acres of their company’s land 
along Menomonie street in the 
donation.

Critical decision
If students had voted against 

the referendum, the current 
Sonnentag Centre proposal may 
have been scrapped.

“We knew that if the student 
referendum didn’t pass, that 
it really would create a major 
challenge for how the project 
could move forward,” Way said 
Wednesday.

Organizers would have had to 
go back to square one, Way said 
in March.

A total of 1,659 UW-Eau Claire 
students voted this week on 
the referendum, which asked if 
students were in favor of estab-
lishing the new fee. Just over 
1,000 students voted yes; 640 
voted no, according to unofficial 
election results.

The election period began 
Monday and ended Wednesday. 
Voting was held online.

uW-EC students agree to sonnentag fee
Student 

referendum 
succeeds, project 
will forge ahead

UW-Eau Claire Communications

UW-Eau Claire officials unveiled a conceptual rendering in early 
October of plans for the Sonnentag event complex between Menom-
onie Street and the Chippewa River. 
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