
W E E K  O F  F E B R U A R Y  6 ,  2 0 1 9

< Waupaca rod maker takes art to 
the lakeshore. Page 1D.
• Class III milk begins tentative 
recovery. Page 6C.
• Auctioneers brave cold for 
annual convention. Page 4A.
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By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

CHASE — The Krause 
Stone Barn isn’t merely a 
scenic site in the Wis-
consin countryside.

“The stone barn really 
is the town’s identity,” 
said Jeff VanEnkevort, 
chairman of the Town 
of Chase Park Commis-
sion. “It’s an important 
place, and the renovation 
is something the entire 
community came togeth-
er and supported as a 
concerted effort. Every-
body loves it.”

The community recent-
ly celebrated the 115th 
anniversary of the barn’s 
construction.

The structure, included 
on the National Register 
of Historic Places and 
State Register of Historic 
Places, is among only a 
handful of all-fieldstone 
barns still standing in the 

United States.
The barn underwent an 

extensive renovation a 
few years ago and has re-
tained its historic charm. 
“You see a lot of people 

there taking pictures as a 
backdrop because it’s so 
beautiful,” VanEnkevort 
said.

Longtime Chase resi-
dent Norb Reinhard, who 

was involved with the 
renovation effort, said 
the barn “has gotten to 
be very, very important. 
It’s become a real focal 
point for us.”

The barn measures 
100 feet long and 60 feet 
wide, with walls 2 feet 
thick. Embedded in one 
wall is an inscription 
that reads, “1903, D.E. 
Krause, Architect, Wm 
Mensenkamp, Mason.”

Daniel Krause Sr. 
and his family emigrat-
ed from Germany and 
settled in the town of 
Chase in 1867, which 
was six years before the 
town was established 
(originally as St. Na-
thans, before changing to 
Chase in 1890). Settle-
ment occurred rapidly 
throughout the region as 
farmers bought inexpen-
sive, newly cleared farm 
land.

In 1876, Daniel Krause 
Jr. married and took over 
running his father’s farm. 
The family, with nine 
children, also owned 

By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

SAYNER — Ski-Doo, 
Polaris, Arctic Cat and 
Yamaha dominate the 
snowmobile industry 
these days.

But 95 
years ago, 
one name 
stood alone 
— Eliason.

In 1924, 
after nearly 
two years 
of plan-
ning and 
building, 

Carl Eliason unveiled a 
handmade contraption 
powerful enough to 
skim over Wisconsin’s 
snow-covered North-

woods yet small enough 
to navigate trails just a 
few feet wide.

Born was the Eliason 
Motor Toboggan, pre-
cursor to the modern 

snowmobile.
Eliason died 40 years 

ago at the age of 80. But 
his original creation, in 
remarkably good con-
dition after all these 
decades, is displayed 
here in Vilas County at 
the business he found-
ed, Eliason Lumber and 
Hardware Company.

“We’re very proud of 
what he accomplished,” 
said his granddaughter, 
Jona Eliason, who oper-
ates the business with her 
father, John (Carl’s son), 
and brother, John Jr. “Not 
a lot of people can say 
their grandpa invented 
the snowmobile. So it’s a 
big thing for our family 
and for our community.”

Proving again that 

necessity is the mother 
of invention, the elder 
Eliason conceived the 
idea for the machine in 
his early 20s because he 
longed to hunt and trap in 
the surrounding woods. 
But a foot deformity 
prevented him from using 
skis or snowshoes.

He experimented with 
wind-driven sleds and 
automobiles with tracks, 
but they were too heavy. 
So he worked with avail-
able parts and pieces.

The Eliason Motor 
Toboggan, built in a shed 
behind a pub, used four 
snow skis joined togeth-
er with beaded ceiling 
for the majority of the 

By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

JOHNSON CREEK 
— Adam and Christina 
Seibel of Bloomer were 
named 2019 Wiscon-
sin Outstanding Young 
Farmers, emerging from 
a group of eight finalists 
for the award at the Jan. 

27 Wisconsin Outstanding 
Young Farmer banquet.

In 2002, after gradu-
ating from high school, 
Adam Seibel joined 
his family’s dairy farm 
business, becoming the 
fifth generation to carry 
on the family tradition. He 

By Nate Jackson
Assistant Editor | nathan.jackson@ecpc.com

EAU CLAIRE — 
Lloyd Shepherd is trying 
to figure out what to do 
with his body when he’s 
done with it.

After deciding against a 
traditional burial, he brief-

ly settled 
on crema-
tion. But it 
wasn’t until 
after he 
attended an 
open house 
at a natural 
cemetery 
in southern 
Wisconsin 

that he felt he had found 
the best option for his 
remains after shuffling off 
this mortal coil.

“I find standard burial 
kind of creepy, myself,” 
Shepherd said. “I was 
researching things a bit 
and convinced my son 
and even my grandson to 

come to the open house 
with me.”

The cemetery Shepherd 

and his family visited, 
Natural Path Sanctuary, is 
part of a nature preserve 
near Verona that includes 
25 acres of woods and 
meadows, a pond and 
rocky ridges.

The visit to Natural 
Path Sanctuary convinced 

Stone barn stands the test of time
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The Krause Stone Barn in the town of Chase was built in 1903.

Going green
Eau Claire man hopes to bring natural cemetery to area

Submitted photo

Natural Path Sanctuary Director Shedd Farley will give a 
green burial presentation and tour April 11 at Natural Path 
Sanctuary near Verona. For more information, visit http://
naturalpathsanctuary.org/events or call 608-845-8724.

Shepherd

For more information 

about natural burials, 

visit the Green Burial 

Council at www.

greenburialcouncil.org.

Bloomer couple named  
Outstanding Young Farmers
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This year’s Wisconsin Outstanding Young Farmers were 
Adam and Christina Seibel of Bloomer. They are pic-
tured with last year’s winner, Andy Fisher of Reedsville. 
The honor was presented to the Seibels at a banquet in 
Johnson Creek on Jan. 27.

A real trailblazer
Carl Eliason invented the snowmobile in Wisconsin’s Northwoods 95 years ago
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The original 1924 Eliason Motor Toboggan, precursor to 
the modern snowmobile, is displayed on a shelf at Eliason 
Lumber and Hardware Company in Sayner. Pictured, from 
left, are late creator Carl Eliason’s granddaughter, Jona 
Eliason; grandson, John Eliason Jr.; and son, John Eliason.

Carl  
Eliason

See BARN, Page 2A

See OYF, Page 2A See BURIAL, Page 3A

See ELIASON, Page 3A

et d fereaee  s aese  S 2 2eb F eer

eneme el o o yeep te enerea
nsha c bnoh  - pno M o aAs


