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< Elk Mound farmers move from 
dairy to Mini-Herefords. Page 1C.
• SCORP lays out state recreation 
needs, plans. Page 4B.
• WOW president seeks CWD  
collaboration. Page 2C.
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Add some Mexican 
flair to your menu 
for Cinco de Mayo.

Bees traverse nation 
to pollinate crops, 
make specialty honey.

Former F&A Dairy 
plant in Polk  
County to close.

2B

1D

3A

The Country Today
P.O. Box 4001

701 S. Farwell St.
Eau Claire, WI 54702

Call: 888-833-9268 • 715-833-9268
Email: thecountrytoday@ecpc.com
Subscribe: 888-833-9268
Place a classified ad: 888-833-9268
Online: www.thecountrytoday.com
Facebook: facebook.com/TCTWIS

Classifieds .......................... 2D

Country Calendar ................ 3B

Dairy ................................... 6C

Farm Business .................... 3C

Food ................................... 2B

Gardening ........................... 5C

Horses ................................ 5C

Livestock ............................. 2C

Markets .............................. 4C

Opinions ..............................4A

Outdoors ............................. 4B

Yarns of Yesteryear .............. 1B

INDEX

CONTACT US

  

By Nate Jackson
Assistant Editor | nathan.jackson@ecpc.com

BANGOR — Trade uncer-
tainty and tariffs are taking a 
toll on nearly all aspects of the 
agriculture industry, so during 
the two-week congressional 
recess in April, the advocacy 
group Farmers for Free Trade 
embarked on a 14-day, 3,500-
mile tour through farm districts 
discussing the importance of 
trade with Canada and Mexico 
with area legislators.

The group’s April 23 stop at 
Justin and Louisa Peterson’s 
Creamery Creek Holsteins dairy 
farm in Bangor brought U.S. Rep. 
Ron Kind, D-La Crosse; Wiscon-
sin Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection 
Secretary Brad Pfaff; Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau President Jim Holte; 
National Milk Producers Federa-
tion President and CEO Jim Mul-
hern; Tony Mellenthin, Wisconsin 
Soybean Association president; 
A.V. Roth of the Wisconsin Pork 
Association; Angela Marshall 
Hofmann, co-executive director 
of Farmers for Free Trade; and 
several area farmers together to 
discuss the importance of ending 
tariffs and strengthening North 
American trade relationships for 
Wisconsin farmers, workers and 
families.

“It was important to get Wis-
consin on the whistle-stop tour, 
and it’s important to talk about 
trade,” Louisa Peterson said. “It’s 
just such an important issue, and 
something has to get done soon.”

State ag 
leaders 
push for 
end to 
trade wars
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Justin and Louisa Peterson hosted 
U.S. Rep. Ron Kind, D-La Crosse, 
left, as part of the Farmers for 
Free Trade #MotorcadeForTrade 
RV Tour stop April 23 at their dairy 
farm in Bangor.

By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

Finding all proposed routes for 
the Cardinal-Hickory Creek trans-
mission line project “would impact 
significant acres of farmland,” 
the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection in its agricultural impact 
statement published April 18 chose 
to not recommend a specific route 
for the power line.

According to the statement, of 
the 895 property owners that may 
be affected by the project, 692 
own agricultural properties along 
the various potential routes; about 
3,700 acres, or about 77 percent, 
of all potentially affected acres are 

in agriculture. However, the actual 
amount of farmland and number 
of farms affected would depend on 
which route is chosen.

The statement also references 
that most of the potential routes 
outlined for the project are 
cross-country, meaning they run 
across fields, woodlots and open 
areas, following no particular 
boundaries.

“Constructing an electric line 

through the middle of these highly 
productive farms and fields instead 
of along field edges or property 
boundaries often increases the 
impacts to agriculture operations,” 
the statement read. “This increased 
impact is felt during construction 
and long afterwards.”

Potential impacts from 
cross-country routing outlined 
in the report include soil mixing, 
which can significantly impact 

future crop yields; damage to 
agricultural erosion controls and/
or water management practices and 
facilities, put in place for farming 
in hilly environments; interference 
with fencing and livestock man-
agement; contamination of organic 
farms; and more tree removal caus-
ing increased forest fragmentation, 
interference with forest manage-
ment plans and a reduction in farm 
income from timber harvests. This 
type of routing often creates is-
lands of non-farmable land located 
within farm fields where electric 
poles stand, which also require the 
construction and use of numerous 
and lengthy access roads to reach 
these structures.

Transmission line report details significant ag impacts

By The Country Today staff

If not entirely gone, snow and 
frost are disappearing quickly, and 
farmers are eager to get into the 
fields.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
Wisconsin Crop Progress report 
issued April 22, manure spread-
ing, tillage and early planting 
are all starting, but conditions, 
while difficult in the southern 
districts, are even more diffi-
cult in the central and northern 
districts.

“I’m sure there will be some 
people getting out in the next 
couple days, depending on what 
the weather does,” UW-Extension 
Clark County Agricultural Edu-
cator Richard Halopka said. “My 
personal feeling is, if we’re in 
the fields by May 1, we’re doing 
OK. If we’re not in there by May 
10, there would start to be some 
concern.

“But you’ve got your Plan A, 
and you’ve got your Plan B. Then 
you have plans C and D in your 
back pocket, just in case. And if 
we start to get close to June, you 
ask yourself, do you need corn 
silage or high-moisture corn, and 
that’s your Plan C or D.”

According to the April 22 Crop 
Progress report, spring tillage was 
8 percent complete statewide, 
up 5 percentage points from the 
previous week but 5 points behind 
the five-year average. The report 
stated that corn planting was 
1 percent complete, one point 
behind the five-year average, and 
oats were reported as 10 percent 
complete, five days ahead of last 
year but four days behind the five-
year average.

“We can try to push the enve-
lope, but what is that going to 
get us in the end?” Halopka said. 
“Farmers don’t like me telling 
them this, but until the fields are 
ready to go, sometimes we’re bet-
ter off enjoying a cup of coffee and 
looking out the window at the sun-
shine than we are getting out in the 

fields and breaking equipment.”
Jon Wantoch, agronomist for 

Synergy Cooperative in Rid-
geland, said most area farmers 
are on pace for a normal spring 
planting season, unless the rains 
keep coming. Some sunshine and 
warm, dry weather are needed.

“If it keeps raining an inch or 
two every three days, that could 
quickly put us behind normal,” he 
said. “It’s just a matter of fighting 
rain showers now.”

He said local farmers with 
sandy ground expected to be in 
the fields by the end of last week, 
while those with heavier soils — 
still spongy and saturated — are 
still waiting for conditions to dry 
out, and it could be a week or two, 
depending on the weather.

Waiting game
Farmers eager to hit the fields for spring work
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Soggy fields were spotted last week north of New Richmond in St. Croix County. Despite the snowy winter 
and recent rain, agronomists in the region say farmers are mostly on pace with other recent years as far as 
completing spring fieldwork and planting of crops.

“Constructing an electric line through the middle of these 
highly productive farms and fields instead of along field 

edges or property boundaries often increases the impacts to 
agriculture operations. This increased impact is felt during 

construction and long afterwards.”
— Ag impact statement
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