
Wednesday • January 16, 2019 $1.00

LEADER-TELEGRAM
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram

» 
eau CLaIre and THe CHIPPeWa VaLLey’s LeadInG neWs sOurCe sInCe 1881

23/13     PAGE 8B

rain

TODAY

Mostly sunny

LEADERTELEGRAM.COM
Volume 48 number 219 2 sections 16 pages«

YOUR REGION • Chippewa Falls begins planning for its 150th anniversary celebration/3A

SPORTS • Osseo-Fairchild boys top Altoona 89-73 in Western Cloverbelt hoops battle/1B

INDEX
aces Bridge ............................6B

Business .................................8a

Classifieds ..............................7B

Comics/Crossword .................6B

Health .....................................8a

Horoscope ..............................7B

Obituaries ............................. 4a

Opinion ...................................7a

Public notices .........................7B

region ....................................3a

sports .....................................1B

sudoku....................................6B

TV/dear abby ........................4B

Weather ..................................8B

Wonderword ..........................7B

» 911 call reveals 

details about Jayme 

Closs rescue.  Page 2A

» Scientists seek ways 

to take real measure  

of pain. Page 8A

TOMORROW

Local concerts 
feature  
iconic music

FREE AT NEWSSTANDS

» Buckshot December issue

» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony Evers 
told Republicans in a 
closed-door Capitol 
meeting Tuesday that he 
will push for accepting a 
federal Medicaid expan-
sion, even though GOP 
leaders said the issue 
was a “nonstarter” for 
them.

Evers said he also 
reiterated his decision 
not to pursue organi-
zational changes to the 
Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corpo-

ration, a reversal from 
what he campaigned on, 
while he will push for 
more transparency for 

the Foxconn Technology 
Group project.

Republicans, mean-
while, praised Evers for 

reversing his campaign 
promise to propose 
disbanding WEDC, with 
Senate Majority Leader 
Scott Fitzgerald calling 
it a “huge victory.” But 
Republicans said they 
would fight Evers on 
expanding Medicaid 
or greatly reducing a 
corporate income tax 
break program in order 
to cut income taxes for 
the middle class by 10 
percent.

“The request was don’t 
pick things you have no 
chance of passing just to 
score political points,” 
Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos said at a news con-
ference after the meeting 
with Evers.

The rare joint caucus 
for Senate and Assembly 
Republicans gave their 
83 members a chance to 
meet with Evers private-
ly just a week after he 
took office . Both Evers 
and Republicans have 
talked about trying to 
find common ground 
to work together on a 
variety of issues, but 
Medicaid expansion is 
one area where their 
positions clearly do not 
align.

evers expects to prevail on Medicaid expansion

AP

Wisconsin Democratic Gov. Tony Evers, right, and Lt. 
Gov. Mandela Barnes speak in Madison on Tuesday.

By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

When John Govin and his wife, 
Julie, started hosting weddings at The 
Weddin’ Barn at their farm just east 
of Menomonie five years ago, they 
looked forward to renting the down-
home, picturesque site to couples on 
their special day.

“Our goal is to share this facility 
with couples looking for this kind of a 
wedding site,” Govin said.

Now the weddings that happen at 
that site and other private venues that 
host marriages across Wisconsin are 
in danger of possibly losing that busi-
ness if they are required to purchase 
liquor licenses for those events, Govin 
and others who operate those loca-
tions said.

On Tuesday Govin and Jean Bahn, 
the owner of Farmview Event Barn 
in Berlin in eastern Wisconsin, filed 
a lawsuit against Gov. Tony Evers’ 
administration to prevent such venues 
from needing a liquor license to oper-
ate. The lawsuit, filed in Dunn County, 
requests that a judge decide whether 
the state’s liquor laws apply to private 
barns rented out for parties or wed-
dings where alcohol is consumed but 
is not for sale.

The lawsuit comes in the wake of 
former state Attorney General Brad 
Schimel questioning the issue in an in-
formal legal opinion he issued on Nov. 
16, 10 days after he lost re-election. 
In that opinion, Schimel said licenses 
should be required at private events 
hosted at public locations at which 
liquor is consumed.

Event barn owners and others have 
argued that those venues are private 
locations and should not be subject to 
regulations applied to businesses that 
depend on alcohol sales. But bar and 
restaurant owners say all sites that 
host weddings should face the same 
requirements if alcohol is consumed 
on that sites.

A spokeswoman for Evers’ office 
said the governor and Peter Barca, 
recently named as state Department 
of Revenue secretary, are beginning to 
study the issue.
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Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Top: Ben Lewis of Rooney Farms in Chippewa Falls loads his truck with corn for a 
delivery to Ace Ethanol in Stanley on Tuesday. Farmers say the partial government 
shutdown has impacted them. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

C
HIPPEWA FALLS — 

George Polzin said 

the partial federal 

government shutdown is 

starting to have a significant 

effect on Chippewa Val-

ley farmers.

“The major impact on agricul-
ture for us is the government of-
fices are closed, and the services 
they provide aren’t available, such 
as corn loans,” said Polzin, who 
farms in the town of Goetz, north 
of Cadott. “Some have to sign up 
for the Trump tariff payments, and those 
aren’t available right now. And some food 
inspection places aren’t open.”

Polzin said farmers are struggling, and 
the government shutdown, paired with 
tariffs, isn’t helping. Corn and milk prices 
remain low, he added.

“Just about any aspect of agriculture 
is to a point where it’s not profitable 
right now. This is as tough as I’ve seen 
it,” Polzin said. “Usually, something is 
good to balance out something that isn’t 
good.”

Farmers are eligible to receive a rebate 
for lost corn income, but it’s only one 
cent per bushel, he added.

Polzin said he’s in better shape than 
other farmers, as he’s been in the in-
dustry longer, and his wife’s employer 
provides insurance. But there are still 
significant bills to pay. He already sold 
all his corn to pay for fertilizer for this 
year’s crops.

“Farmers like myself pay a substantial 
amount of property taxes because we 
own a lot of property.”

Polzin was hesitant to blame either 
major political party for the shutdown, 

but he added, “I don’t think the 
current administration is doing us 
any favors.”

“China is usually our biggest 
importer of soybeans, and I heard 
(Tuesday) morning they imported 
zero tons last month. That can’t 
help us.”

Jerry Clark, Chippewa County 
UW-Extension agriculture agent, 
said the largest impact he’s seen 

is on the relief dollars that President 
Donald Trump offered to farmers be-
cause of the tariffs.

“It’s the (loss of) the support ser-
vices of the farm programs,” Clark said. 
“It’ might delay some payments. (The 
shutdown) slows everything down, or 
eliminates those incentive payments. It’s 
just one more punch in the gut (farmers) 
have to overcome.”

Clark said farmers might be able to 
get by a little bit longer, but not having 
paychecks will change their payment 
structure on their bills.

Clark

See FARMERS  Page 2A

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
— The criminal complaint 
charging a Wisconsin man 
with abducting 13-year-old 
Jayme Closs and killing her 
parents laid out the case in 
detail and offered a possible 
road map for how prosecu-
tors will seek a conviction in 
the girl’s 88-day ordeal.

The 12-page complaint 
against Jake T. Patterson 
focused almost entirely on 
Jayme’s abduction and her 
escape, without lingering on 
her time in captivity.

The decision to leave 
out a description of what 
happened in the remote 
cabin where Jayme was held 
for almost three months was 
probably intended to spare 
her more trauma, said Chris 
Madel, a prominent defense 
attorney in Minneapolis.

The details are also un-
necessary, he said. 
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