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By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

Republicans and Demo-
crats alike agree that mass 
shootings like those that 
killed 31 people last weekend 
in Ohio and Texas are terri-
ble tragedies.

But the concurrence disap-
pears quickly when it comes 
to figuring out 
what steps 
federal law-
makers can 
take to pre-
vent similar 
attacks in the 
future. Even as 
all-too-famil-
iar scenes of 
anguish play out in the wake 
of mass shootings, the polit-
ical conversation typically 
follows partisan lines.

That appears to be the 
case again among Wiscon-
sin’s congressional delega-
tion after 22 people were 
gunned down Saturday in a 
crowded shopping center in 
El Paso, Texas, and a gunman 
killed nine more Sunday in a 
popular nightlife district in 
Dayton, Ohio.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

When a man opened Caleb 
Schaller’s front door in Eau 
Claire Wednesday afternoon 
and demanded Schaller’s car 
keys, a sheathed machete slung 
over his shoulder, Schaller 
said he was too surprised to 
remember some of the finer 
details.

“I’m not sure when you’re 
in a situation like that, think-
ing back at the details ... it all 
blends together,” Schaller, an 
associate pastor at Messiah 
Lutheran Church in Eau Claire, 
told the Leader-Telegram 
Thursday.

The man, believed by police 
to be 40-year-old Dirk F. Bal-
lard, opened and rifled through 
the cars in Schaller’s driveway 
on Harrison Street about 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, Schaller said.

Ballard was in custody at 
the Eau Claire County Jail as 
of Thursday morning. He was 
arrested on several charges, 
including second-degree 
recklessly endangering safety, 
attempted armed robbery, 
burglary and felony and misde-
meanor bail jumping, said Eau 
Claire police spokeswoman 
Bridget Coit.

Though there were some 
items inside the cars, the in-
truder didn’t take anything. He 
opened Schaller’s front door 
and stepped inside the house’s 
entryway without knocking, 
Schaller said.

Schaller, working in his 
home office, heard a gruff 
voice he didn’t recognize. His 
first thought: Two of his four 
daughters were home with 
him.

“Sometimes people come 
to the door and someone will 
get the door, but I recognized 
I didn’t know this person,” 
Schaller remembered.

The man yelled at Schaller, 
demanding his car keys. 
Schaller refused.

“He was making like he was 
going to pull that machete out 
of the sheath,” Schaller said. 
“I thought, all at once, one of 
my daughters is upstairs, my 
other daughter is downstairs, 
and this guy is going to take a 
weapon out of its sheath.”

Schaller shoved the intrud-
er out the door, yelled for 
his daughter to call 911, and 
grappled with the man on the 
porch and front lawn, trying to 
disarm him, he said.

“I don’t know exactly how 
it happened, but eventually I 

got the sheathed machete away 
from him,” Schaller remem-
bered.

He didn’t disarm the man on 
his own, Schaller said.

“I’m very thankful to the 
Lord that’s what I was able to 
do. In the moment, I think the 
Lord said, ‘This is what you’re 
going to do,’” Schaller said. “It 
wasn’t me making this hap-
pen.”

Disarmed, the intruder left 
the area on foot, still threaten-
ing Schaller.

Eau Claire police officers ar-
rived and searched the area but 
didn’t find the man, Coit said.

Around 4 p.m. the Eau Claire 
Police Department found out 
a car had crashed in the Fall 
Creek area — and the car 
involved had been stolen from 
the Schallers’ neighborhood.

The Fall Creek Police 
Department and Eau Claire 
County Sheriff ’s Office re-
sponded to the crash.

“The suspect in the vehicle 
crash in the Fall Creek area 

matched the suspect involved 
in this incident and was 
arrested,” Coit said. Police 
did not use force to take the 
vehicle.

The vehicle was unlocked 
and its keys were inside when 
it was stolen, Coit said.

Schaller praised the police 
for a fast response to the inci-
dent: “(They) did an awesome 
job of getting there very fast 
from a simple 911 call.”

‘Not a hero thing’
Eau Claire pastor 
disarms machete-
wielding intruder

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Caleb Schaller, an Eau Claire pastor, is pictured in front of his Eau Claire residence Thursday. 
Wednesday afternoon Schaller encountered an armed intruder inside his front door, and removed 
the man from the house and disarmed him after a struggle. View more photos at LeaderTelegram-
Photos.com.

By Seth Borenstein 
and Jamey Keaten

Associated Press

GENEVA (AP) — Hu-
man-caused climate 
change is dramatically 
degrading the Earth’s 
land and the way people 
use the land is making 
global warming worse, a 
new United Nations sci-
entific report says. That 
creates a vicious cycle 
which is already making 
food more expensive, 
scarcer and less nutri-
tious.

“The cycle is accelerat-
ing,” said NASA climate 
scientist Cynthia Rosenz-
weig, a co-author of the 
report. “The threat of 
climate change affecting 
people’s food on their 
dinner table is increas-
ing.”

But if people change 
the way they eat, grow 

food and manage forests, 
it could help save the 
planet from a far warmer 
future, scientists said.

Earth’s land masses, 
which are only 30% of 
the globe, are warm-

ing twice as fast as the 
planet as a whole. While 
heat-trapping gases are 
causing problems in the 
atmosphere, the land has 
been less talked about as 
part of climate change. 

A special report, written 
by more than 100 scien-
tists and unanimously 
approved by diplomats 
from nations around 
the world Thursday at 
a meeting in Geneva, 
proposed possible fixes 
and made more dire 
warnings.

“The way we use 
land is both part of the 
problem and also part of 
the solution,” said Valerie 
Masson-Delmotte, a 
French climate scientist 
who co-chairs one of the 
panel’s working groups. 
“Sustainable land man-
agement can help secure 
a future that is comfort-
able.”

Scientists at Thurs-
day’s press conference 
emphasized both the se-
riousness of the problem 
and the need to make 
societal changes soon.

“We don’t want a 

message of despair,” said 
science panel official 
Jim Skea, a professor at 
Imperial College London. 
“We want to get across 
the message that every 
action makes a differ-
ence.”

Still the stark message 
hit home hard for some 
of the authors.

“I’ve lost a lot of sleep 
about what the science 
is saying. As a person, 
it’s pretty scary,” Koko 
Warner, a manager in 
the U.N. Climate Change 
secretariat who helped 
write a report chapter on 
risk management and de-
cision-making, told The 
Associated Press after 
the report was presented 
at the World Meteorolog-
ical Organization head-
quarters in Geneva. “We 
need to act urgently.”
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UN report: Change land use to avoid hungry future

Associated Press

Greenpeace activists hold a banner in front of the 
United Nations before a news conference on the Spe-
cial Report on Climate Change and Land after IPCC’s 
50th session in Geneva, Switzerland, on Thursday.
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