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STAY HEALTHY

By Ryan Patterson

Leader-Telegram staff

OXFORD, WISCON-
SIN — McKenzie and Ryan 
McMillan write “patience 
and persistence” in almost 
every letter they send to one 
another. The married couple 
hasn’t seen each other in six 
months and communication 
is limited, so the phrase 
serves as a reminder to 
persevere.

They have required 
patience and persistence in 
abundance in recent months 
while Ryan McMillan waits 
to be released from federal 
prison. 

“You play with fire, you’ll wet 
the bed.” When I was a kid, my 
mom said this to me nearly each 
time we had a campfire. Re-
cently I Googled her phrase; 
turns out this warning is used 
around the world, generally to 
keep children from playing 

with matches. For the re-
cord: I never peed myself.

Campfire, woodstove, 
gas fireplace, or candle 
— I am entranced by 
any flame. I’ve been 
called “firebug” by 
parents, friends and a 
husband or two. One 
sister even calls 
me a pyromaniac. 
Doesn’t every-

one like to observe the different 
type of flare say when a dried 
squirrel’s nest ignites versus a 
50-year-old toilet seat?

I love to burn. As a teen I 
poked dripping candles with pa-

perclips or knives just to watch 
the wax flow or held strands of 
hair and sweater fuzz over the 
flame to see that quick poof.

Whenever we camped, Mom 
made popcorn over the fire with 
an old pot filled with this morn-
ing’s bacon grease and yellow ker-
nels. Only a firebug could stand 
that heat and smoke the way she 
did, squatting dangerously close 
to the blaze with just a charred 
oven mitt on her hand, shaking 
the pan until popcorn spilled over. 
The scent of burning pine logs 
mixed with the aroma of Mom’s 
snack. The perimeter of our 
campsite flickered with fireflies, 
like sparks blown into the woods.

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

In search 
of answers

COVID-19 risk 
in prisons leaves 
fears, questions

Contributed photo

Ryan McMillan, left, and 
McKenzie McMillan married 
in 2015.
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Call of the firebugs

Contributed photo

See joins friend and family for a 
fire on the ice on Lake Hallie.

Patti See
See is an award-winning author whose work has appeared in Brevity, Salon Magazine, The Wisconsin Academy Review, The Southwest Review, 

HipMama, Inside HigherEd and many other magazines, journals and anthologies. She wrote the blog “Our Long Goodbye: One Family’s Experiences 

with Alzheimer’s Disease” which has been read in more than 100 countries, and she is a frequent contributor to “Wisconsin Life” on Wisconsin Public 

Radio. She lives in Lake Hallie with her husband, writer Bruce Taylor.

See SAWDUST  Page 5A

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

By Jonathan LeMire,  
Michelle L. Price  
and Kevin Freking

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Fac-
ing a moment fraught with 
national crises, President 
Donald Trump accepted his 
party’s renomination on a 
massive White House South 
Lawn stage Thursday night, 
breaking with tradition by 
using the executive mansion 
as a political backdrop and 
defying pandemic guide-
lines to address a tightly 

packed, largely maskless 
crowd.

As troubles churned 
outside the gates, Trump 
painted an optimistic vision 
of America’s future, includ-
ing an eventual triumph over 
the coronavirus pandemic 
that has killed more than 
175,000 people, left millions 
unemployed and rewritten 
the rules of society. But that 
brighter horizon can only be 
secured, Trump asserted, if 
he defeats Joe Biden, against 
whom he unleashed blister-
ing attacks meant to erase 

the Democrat’s lead in the 
polls.

“We have spent the last 
four years reversing the dam-
age Joe Biden inflicted over 
the last 47 years,” Trump 
said. “At no time before have 
voters faced a clearer choice 
between two parties, two 
visions, two philosophies or 
two agendas.”

Presenting himself as the 
last barrier protecting an 
American way of life under 
siege from radical forces, 
Trump declared the Demo-
cratic agenda as “the most 

extreme set of proposals ever 
put forward by a major party 
nominee.”

As his speech brought the 
scaled-back Republican Na-
tional Convention to a close, 
Trump risked inflaming a 
divided nation reeling from a 
series of calamities, includ-
ing the pandemic, a major 
hurricane that slammed into 
the Gulf Coast and nights of 
racial unrest and violence af-
ter Jacob Blake, a Black man, 
was shot by a white Wiscon-
sin police officer.

Trump cites success 
amid mounting crises

‘At no time before have voters faced a clearer choice between 
two parties,’ he says in accepting the GOP’s renomination

Tribune News Service

President Donald Trump delivers his acceptance speech for the Republican presidential nomination Thursday on the South 
Lawn of the White House.

See TRUMP  Page 2A
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