
W E E K  O F  J U L Y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 0

Volume 44, Number 29
16 Pages, 2 Sections

www.thecountrytoday.com

Est. 1977

VetsRoll innovator 
turns to fixing a 
meaty local problem 

Carnivorous plant 
last seen 40 years 
ago rediscovered 

Rolling with the 
unexpected down 
on the farm 

6A

8A

3B

The Country Today
P.O. Box 4001

701 S. Farwell St.
Eau Claire, WI 54702

Call: 888-833-9268 • 715-833-9268
Email: thecountrytoday@ecpc.com
Subscribe: 888-833-9268
Place a classified ad: 888-833-9268
Online: www.thecountrytoday.com
Facebook: facebook.com/TCTWIS

Classifieds .....................5B-8B

Country Voices .....................4A

Farm Business .................... 3B

Food ....................................7A

Gardening ............................8A

Markets .............................. 4B

Outdoors ..............................8A

Word Search ........................5A

Yarns of Yesteryear .............. 1B

INDEX

CONTACT US

   $1.50

Back in March when the safer-
at-home measures were rolled 
out and the quarantine began, 
I felt confident that my family 
was well situated, and incredibly 
fortunate. We have a wonderful 
warm home to weather the storm, 
a freezer in the basement stocked 

with food, and both my 
wife and I have jobs 

that allow us to 
work from home. 

On our 16 idyllic 
acres south of 

Eau Claire, I 
felt like the 
adolescent 

apocalyptic fantasies I’d once 
harbored were coming true. If 
you’re thinking, Who has fanta-
sies of the apocalypse? consider 
for a moment that apparently, we 
all do, in some fashion. Wheth-
er it’s Young-Adult literature, 
Hollywood, or a New Testament 
rapture, the notion of end-times 
is old as the hills, and somehow, 
as commercial as gold.

I suppose I always imagined the 
apocalypse not in terms of utter 
environmental destruction, untold 
human carnage, or Mad Max style 
gasoline shortages. It was mostly 
about being with my family. As 

the gears of capitalism ground 
to a halt, I imagined we would 
have ample time to play board 
games, watch birds, read books, 
and take naps. A very rose-col-
ored apocalypse. As it turned out, 
COVID-19’s presence in Wiscon-
sin (especially early on) mostly 
meant no school, a lot of canceled 
speeches, and my wife working 
from our guest room. We were 
blessedly untouched by unem-
ployment, sickness, or death, and 
I don’t mean to make light of that, 
only to display my own naivete 
and privilege.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

As the coronavirus pan-
demic took hold in Wiscon-
sin, access to high-speed 
internet became more crit-
ical than ever, with many 
residents forced to work or 
attend school from home.

In some cases, getting 
that access meant working 
or keeping up with school 
while sitting in cars or 
restaurants, in school or 
library parking lots or at 
their neighbors’ houses.

And now, with school 
districts working to figure 
out what the upcoming 
school year will look like 
and recommendations 
from the state Department 
of Public Instruction for 
reopening including access 
to broadband and digital 
technology, the importance 
of that access remains high.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has underscored that 
access to high-speed broad-
band is a necessity, not a 
luxury, and folks across our 
state have had to adapt — 
from kids and educators 
shifting to virtual class-
rooms, workers having to 
work from home, and even 
folks using telemedicine 
to visit with their doctor,” 
Gov. Tony Evers said July 
14 in a news release.

On July 14, Evers 
created the Governor’s 
Task Force on Broadband 
Access, a bipartisan task 
force to advise the gover-
nor and Wisconsin State 
Legislature on broadband 
actions and policy. The 
task force will prepare 
an annual report that will 
include the current state of 
broadband in Wisconsin, as 
well as recommendations 
for policies and initiatives 
to overcome challenges to 
statewide access, afford-
ability and adoption. The 
group’s first meeting will 
be later this summer.

“This task force will 
bring together experts from 
across the state to research 
and recommend solutions 
that state leaders can adopt 
to connect every person in 
Wisconsin,” Evers said.

State Sen. Howard Mar-
klein, R-Spring Green, was 
one of four state lawmakers 
named to the Governor’s 
Task Force on Broadband 
Access. 

Task force 
to address 
broadband 
access

By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

As increased light is being shed 
on and more resources being direct-
ed toward farmer mental health, the 
stigma that once seemed to perme-
ate the topic may be lessening some, 
but learning to embrace the help 
and resources being offered to those 
suffering from farm stress can take 
time.

Family situations, health issues, 
weather worries, financial dis-
tress and other stressors can all 
create accumulating pressure on 
farmers. Layering the COVID-19 
pandemic onto already present 
stressors, specifically an aging 

farmer population; of-
ten inadequate access to 
health care and mental and 
behavioral health services; 
and a lack of digital access, 
doesn’t help either, said 
John Shutske, professor 
and Cooperative Extension 
specialist at UW-Madison 
Department of Biological 
Systems Engineering.

The response from many farmers 
to those stressors has traditionally 
been to just shoulder the burden and 
move on.

“During times when we’re super 
busy and really stressed out, at least 
in my case,” Shutske said during the 
July 21 Professional Dairy Producer 

of Wisconsin Dairy Signal 
webinar, “it’s like, ‘OK, I’m 
just going to kind of check 
out of the unnecessary stuff, 
especially if it involves 
people, but I’m going to put 
my nose to the grindstone 
and instead of working 75 
hours a week, I’m going to 
work 95 hours a week. I’m 

just going to work harder, and we’ll 
plow through this.’”

In an industry that has become 
synonymous with stoicism, that 
reaction can be the default, and 
changing how those stressors are 
automatically dealt with can take 
conscious effort.

Photo by Dan Reiland

A female ruby-throated hummingbird sat earlier this month on her two eggs the size of navy beans in a nest the size 
of a golf ball in an oak tree in the town of Seymour. Hummingbirds take a week to build their nest and incubate the 
eggs for 16 days. A hummingbird has four or five clutches a season and typically lays two eggs per clutch. Juvenile 
hummingbirds leave the nest 18 to 28 days after hatching. The ruby-throated hummingbird can beat its wings about 
53 times a second.
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Nickolas Butler

Butler is the internationally best-selling and prize-winning author of “Shotgun Lovesongs,” “Beneath 

the Bonfire,” “The Hearts of Men” and “Little Faith.” His books have been translated in more than 

nine languages and optioned by Hollywood for film and TV. His fifth book, “Godspeed” will be pub-

lished by Putnam in 2021. Follow him on Instagram and Twitter at @wiscobutler or  

on Facebook or Goodreads.
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TACKLING FARM STRESS
Expert offers advice to producers on strategies 

to cope with acccumulating stressors
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