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MYHERS BROTHERS’ DIFFERENT 
STYLES HELP BRING OSSEO-FAIRCHILD 

TO STATE TOURNAMENT 

•  Former Rice Lake track star Bednarek making waves on national level
• Ellenson in unfamiliar territory with latest stop of NBA career

• Five questions with Ms. Hockey, Eau Claire Area’s Charlotte Akervik
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By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire voters elected Ter-
ry Weld to serve as City Council 
president for the next year.

Weld, who has been an at-
large councilman for the past 
two years, got 6,790 votes to 
the 6,087 ballots cast for acting 
council President Andrew 
Werthmann.

After the poll results came in 
showing his victory, Weld said 
he was honored, relieved and 
excited for his next chapter in 
city politics.

“I’m excited for our new 

council members, and I look 
forward to sitting down with 
them,” he said, giving a nod to 
five at-large council seats also 
decided on Tuesday.

The current City Council will 
preside over the April 8 and 
9 meetings. Members elect-
ed Tuesday will be sworn in 
later this month and begin their 
duties.

Werthmann, who was on a 
business trip Tuesday, called 
Weld to concede the race at 
about 9 p.m. and give his con-
gratulations.

Weld won with 52.7 percent of 
the vote versus the 47.3 percent 

support that Werthmann saw at 
the polls.

“Clearly a lot of folks were 
supporting both of us,” Werth-
mann said. “It was a fairly close 
race.”

The race pitted the council’s 
longest-serving current member 
against a newer councilman 
who had name recognition in 
the local business community.

Werthmann has represented 
a council district for 10 years 
and was named acting council 
president in June after Kerry 
Kincaid stepped down from the 
presidency mid-term.

Weld, who grew up in Eau 

Claire, had owned and operated 
Houligan’s Steak & Seafood, 415 
S. Barstow St., for 12 years before 
changing careers to be a real 
estate agent for the last 18 years.

Werthmann, who moved 
here in 2001 to attend UW-Eau 
Claire, works as a consultant on 
National Parks policy to Pew 
Charitable Trusts.

Regardless of Tuesday’s re-
sults, he has a spot on the coun-
cil. Werthmann was re-elected 
in April 2018 to another three-
year term to his position as 
District 5 representative on the 
council. 

By Christena T. O’Brien
Leader-Telegram staff

The committee responsible 
for identifying an appropri-
ate residential option in Eau 
Claire County for a sex offender 
included an address in a report 
submitted to the state, but no 
location has been finalized, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

“The committee will contin-
ue to investigate its options, 
including county-owned prop-
erties,” said Richard Eaton, Eau 
Claire County assistant corpo-
ration counsel and chairman of 
the county’s Supervised Release 
Committee. “There hasn’t been 
a final decision.”

“So when they say coun-
ty-owned property, … the 
Fairchild area isn’t out of the 
running yet,” said Todd Mey-
er, Fairchild town chairman, 
explaining almost half of the 
land that makes up the town is 
owned by the county.

Residents living in eastern 
Eau Claire County, including 
the Fairchild area, are hoping 

to see such offenders housed 
elsewhere.

“It’s the wrong end of the 
county,” said Eau Claire 
County Board Supervisor Gary 
Gibson, whose district in-
cludes the town and village of 
Fairchild.

Because of a change in the 
law, counties — instead of the 
state — now must identify an 
appropriate housing option 

within their borders for 
people committed to a treat-
ment facility under the state’s 
sexual predator law who have 
been granted supervised 
release.

Prompting the search, Eau 
Claire County Judge Sarah 
Harless signed an order for 
supervised release for Jeffrey J. 
Bonnin on Oct. 8, according to 
court records.

“When there is a court order 
for supervised release of (a 
sexually violent person) in Eau 
Claire County, (a temporary) 
committee must complete a 
report identifying an appropri-
ate residential placement option 
and submit the report to the 
circuit court which ordered the 
release,” Eaton explained in a 
fact sheet for county officials 
last month.

“Failure to submit a report 
identifying an appropriate 
placement option can result in 
daily financial penalties for (the 
county’s Department of Human 
Services), reported up to $1,000 
per day,” Eaton wrote.

The temporary committee 
has been meeting since Octo-
ber and has attempted to locate 
appropriate residential housing 
options for Bonnin, according 
to county officials, but none 
of those have worked out, so 
the committee had to consider 
other options, including plac-
ing these people in housing on 
county land.

Committee continuing to look for housing 
options in Eau Claire County for sex offender

Contributed photo

This is the site of potential sex offender housing being considered 
near the intersection of U.S. 12 and Oak Lane just northwest of the 
village of Fairchild.

By Samantha West
Leader-Telegram staff

A newcomer and two 
incumbents were elected 
to the Eau Claire school 
board for three-year terms 
in Tuesday’s 
election.

The top 
vote-getter 
was board 
newcomer Tim 
Nordin with 
8,402 votes. 
Incumbents 
Aaron Harder 
and Eric Tor-
res received 
the next-high-
est number of 
votes, earning 
8,263 and 7,640, 
respectively.

First-time 
candidate Eri-
ca Zerr did not 
earn one of the 
three places on 
the board with 
7,311 votes.

Nordin, 40, 
comes to the 
board a former 
educator with a doctorate 
in educational policy from 
Rutgers University. He will 
take Chris Hambuch-Boyle’s 
seat on the board, as she 
opted not to seek re-elec-
tion after serving for six 
years.

WELD WINS 
PRESIDENCY

Eau Claire real estate agent gets 1-year term on city council

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Eau Claire city Councilman Terry Weld chats with supporters Tuesday night at Dooley’s Pub, 442 Water St., as they await election results. 
Weld won Tuesday’s election for a one-year term as president of the City Council.
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