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» Stabbing suspect 
‘wanted to finish it’
Complaint: Incident followed 
fight in downtown EC area. 
Page 3A

» Fishing trip precedes 
start of school
Eighth-grader lands her first 
“keeper” walleye. Page 8A
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items cleared out
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MADISON (AP) — Poten-
tial Republican candidates 
began to jockey for position 
Thursday ahead of a likely 
stampede to run for an open 
Wisconsin congressional 
seat in a district that’s a con-
servative hotbed and key to 
President Donald Trump’s 
re-election hopes.

U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner 
announced Wednesday that 
he won’t run for a 22nd term 
representing the suburban Mil-
waukee area, long the heart of 
Wisconsin’s conservative base. 
Running up the numbers there 
has long been the lynchpin for 
successful statewide Republi-
can candidates.

Trump underperformed 
there in 2016, particularly 
with suburban women, 
while winning Wisconsin 
by fewer than 23,000 votes 
thanks largely to strong sup-
port in more rural areas. 

GOPers 
focus on 
‘crucial’ 
district

Vukmir, Fitzgerald 
among those 

pondering 
Sensenbrenner’s 

opening seat 

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

C
HIPPEWA FALLS — 
Brian Flug is upbeat 
about his new job as 

school resource officer in the 
Chippewa Falls school dis-
trict. He officially began his 
duties on Tuesday.

“There’s a lot of interaction with the 
kids, and just helping out,” Flug said. 
“You’re building that bond, that you are 
more than police officer when you are 
at the school.”

Flug, 39, applied for the SRO position 
when it was last open in 2016 but wasn’t 
selected. He didn’t hesitate to apply this 

year when the position became vacant 
again. He believes he can bring a lot 
to the school. Flug is a Chippewa Falls 
native, and he graduated from the high 
school in 1998.

“I wanted more interactions with 
the future of our community, and I was 
interested because it’s the school I went 
to,” he said.

He added that it is a bit strange to 
roam the halls again, but he added that 
it is also bringing back some good mem-
ories of his time in school.

Police Lt. Brian Micolichek – who 
served as SRO more than a decade ago 
— praised Flug, saying he was the right 
candidate for the post.

“He’s shown over the years he’s 
committed to working with the school 
district and the students” Micolichek 
said. “He’s easy to talk to. He has 
children. It’s a natural spot for him to 
communicate effectively with stu-
dents. He’s got the right attitude for 
the job.”

Flug replaces SRO Joe Nelson, 
who left the Police Department to 
become a full-time school district 
employee, with the title of dean of 
students.

This is the 19th year that the Police 
Department and the school district 
have shared the cost of placing a full-
time officer in the schools. A three-
year, $125,000 federal grant created 
the position in 2000. Since the grant 
ended, the district and city have split 
the cost of the officer.

New schools officer 
eager for new role

Flug graduated from 
Chippewa Falls High 

School in 1998

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Brian Flug, the new Chippewa Falls school resource officer can be seen Thursday at Chippewa Falls High School. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Meg Kinnard

Associated Press

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Hur-
ricane Dorian sideswiped the 
Carolinas with shrieking winds, 
tornadoes and sideways rain 
Thursday as it closed in for 
a possible direct hit on the 
dangerously exposed Outer 
Banks. At least four deaths in 
the Southeast were blamed on 
the storm.

Twisters spun off by Dorian 
peeled away roofs and flipped 
trailers, and more than 250,000 
homes and businesses were left 
without power as the hurricane 
pushed north along the coast-
line, its winds weakening after 
sunset to 100 mph. Trees and 

power lines littered flooded 
streets in Charleston’s historic 
downtown. Gusts had topped 80 
mph in some areas.

North Carolina’s Outer Banks, 
a thin line of islands that stick 

out from the U.S. coast like a 
boxer’s chin, braced for a hit 
late Thursday or early Friday. 
To the north, Virginia was also 
in harm’s way, and a round of 
evacuations was ordered there.

The damage from the same 
storm that mauled the Bahamas 
was mercifully light in many 
parts of South Carolina and 
Georgia as well, and by midaft-
ernoon many of the 1.5 million 
people who had been told to 
evacuate in three states were 
allowed to return.

But overnight winds will 
cause trees and branches to fall 
on power lines, and debris could 
block repair crews from access-
ing damaged lines, said Mike 
Burnette senior vice president 
of Electric Cooperatives, a 
North Carolina utility provider. 
Customers should prepare for 
prolonged power outages, he 
said.

“We have a long night ahead 
of us. Everyone needs to stay 
in a safe place and off the roads 
until the storm passes,” North 
Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper said.

dorian winds and rain belt Carolina coast
Outer Banks brace 
for what could be 

powerful blast

Associated Press

Mobile homes are upended and debris is strewn about at the Hol-
iday Trav-l Park on Thursday in Emerald Isle, N.C, after a possible 
tornado generated by Hurricane Dorian struck the area.
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September 7 & 8
NorthernWI State Fairgrounds

Chippewa Falls,Wisconsin
Saturday 9 am - 6 pm - Sunday 10 am - 4 pm

Advanced, discount tickets available at
Jacobson’s Ace Hardware Stores in Chippewa Falls and

Eau Claire, Family Fare in Chippewa Falls, and
Westgate Sportsman’s Club and TropicWaters in Eau Claire

Admission $9 in advance | $12 at the Gate 11 and younger FREE

WIGameFest.com

Bring this coupon for $3 OFF
your admission

ATTHE GATE ONLY!
NorthernWI State Fairgrounds
Chippewa Falls,Wisconsin

$3OFF

PLU: EC APG19 LT FP Main

Sat. Sept 7, 9 am - 6 pm - Sun. Sept. 8, 10 am - 4 pm

DogsWelcome


