
Tuesday • april 9, 2019 $1.00

Leader-TeLegram
Facebook.com/leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/leaderTelegram» 
eau Claire aNd THe CHippeWa Valley’s leadiNG NeWs sOurCe siNCe 1881

53/28     Page 8B

B
ar

 C
od

e
M

on
da

y-
F

ri
da

y
B

ar
 C

od
e

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 M
or

ni
ng

B
ar

 C
od

e
Su

nd
ay

 M
or

ni
ng

LeaderTeLegram.com
Volume 48 Number 302 2 sections 16 pages«

SPORTS • UW-Eau Claire football runs through first spring practice under Wesley Beschorner/1B

YOUR REGION • Eau Claire schools to feature tech-focused teaching practices at event/3A

Index
aces Bridge ............................6B

Classifieds ..............................6B

Comics ....................................5B

Crossword ..............................4B

Horoscope ..............................4B

Obituaries ............................. 4a

Opinion ...................................7a

public notices .........................7B

region ....................................3a

sports .....................................1B

sudoku....................................4B

dear abby ..............................4B

Weather ..................................8B

» Medicine mistake 
causes seizures
Eau Claire man sues  
pharmacy for incorrect  
prescription. Page 3A

» Easter is time  
for family, friends
Delicious food is a holiday 
bonus. Page 8A

Tomorrow
Beekeeping  
law changes  
go to vote
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

FREE AT NEWSSTANDS

» Buckshot March issue

GRAND 
FINALE

MYHERS BROTHERS’ DIFFERENT 
STYLES HELP BRING OSSEO-FAIRCHILD 

TO STATE TOURNAMENT 

•  Former Rice Lake track star Bednarek making waves on national level
• Ellenson in unfamiliar territory with latest stop of NBA career

• Five questions with Ms. Hockey, Eau Claire Area’s Charlotte Akervik
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By David Wahlberg
The Wisconsin State Journal

Greg Kinsley of Madison 
says marijuana reduces gut 
pain and inflammation from 
Crohn’s disease.

If he stops using the psy-
choactive plant, his diges-
tion “doesn’t work right,” 
said Kinsley, 55, an electron-
ics engineering technician.

Bunny Balk of Columbus 
says marijuana prevents 
pain from fibromyalgia 
and controls anxiety and 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Before she start-
ed smoking marijuana, or 
cannabis, she was addicted 
to opioids prescribed by 
doctors, she said.

Marijuana “lets me contin-
ue my life without being 
in bed and looking for that 
next pill,” said Balk, 60, a 
grandmother of six and for-
mer real estate broker.

Wisconsin, which has not 
joined 34 states in approving 
medical marijuana, might be 
inching closer to making the 
move. New Democratic Gov. 
Tony Evers has proposed 
it, and a bipartisan group of 
lawmakers in the Republi-
can-controlled Legislature is 
working on a bill.

Pot pros 
and cons

Views mixed on 
legalizing medical 
marijuana in state

Associated Press

A marijuana plant is shown 
at a marijuana dispensary 
in Egg Harbor Township in 
New Jersey.

By Ron Buckli
Leader-Telegram staff

It was said they were like 
brothers.

“When Cary came in as a 
freshman, I took him under 
my wing,” said teammate Tim 
Golden, a retired 
Eau Claire police 
officer. “But I 
think he taught 
me more than I 
taught him.”

The two close 
friends would 
go on to write 
their names in 
bold letters and from opposite 
sides of the line of scrimmage 
in the annals of UW-Eau Claire 
football.

Cary Osborn, 49, died well 
before his time on Sunday.

“I stopped at his house 
Wednesday,” Golden said, “and 
we talked about the old times, 
all good.”

Golden could not say enough 
about Osborn

“He was a phenomenal 
athlete. He gave 100 percent in 
everything he did,” said Golden. 
“He dedicated himself to every-
thing.”

Osborn came to Eau Claire 
from Augusta in 1987 and helped 
make the Blugolds a champi-
onship contender the next four 

years as a running back.
He broke in as a freshman 

and went on to rush for 3,262 
career yards, which nearly three 
decades later still ranks fifth on 
the all-time list. He also ranks 
second in touchdowns with 48.

“For his size, it was unbeliev-
able how good he was,” said 
Geno Golden, Tim’s uncle and 
an assistant coach at the time. 
“He wasn’t that big, but he was 
fast and quick and tougher than 
heck.

“He had no fear running the 
ball. He could run inside or out-
side and when he was going to 
be hit, he just put his head down 
and bowled the defender over.”

Tim Golden, who was team 
MVP as a defensive nose tackle 
in 1989, said it took opponents 
a while to find out how good 
Osborn was.

“He was extremely undersized 
and extremely underestimated. 
But it didn’t take long for people 
to realize how talented he was 
and how tough it was to face his 
tenacity and will to win.”

Osborn was second team 
all-conference as a sophomore 
and first team as a junior and se-
nior and was the Blugold captain 
and MVP as a senior. He played 
in 20 Blugold wins.

The talent was inherited and 
also came from a disciplined 
training program. Osborn and 

Tim stayed for a time at Geno 
Golden’s home lifting weights 
and working out together.

Cary was the son of Jim and 
Lynda Osborn. Jim was an out-
standing passer at Augusta and 
later Superior State, where he 
was good enough to attract the 
attention of the pros.

At Augusta, Cary made quite 
a name for himself. He is one of 
the few athletes in Northwest 
Wisconsin history to make the 
All-Northwest first team as a 
basketball and football player.

Listed at 5-9 in 1987, Osborn 
scored 630 points as a basketball 
senior and ranks as one of only 
a handful of players to average 
30 points a game in one season 
to this day. He had a high game 
of 42 and totaled 1,385 career 
points.

That was coming off a Bea-
vers’ 8-3 football season that 
saw him rush for 1,678 yards 
and score 149 points with the 
help of his outstanding ability 

as a placekicker. He scored 297 
points in his last two years.

But he pushed his accom-
plishments as an athlete aside 
in recent years as a proud and 
dedicated spectator at Regis 
football, basketball and baseball 
games in which sons Cody and 
Cade followed in his footsteps 
as standout athletes.

But he was crushed when 
Cody, a senior, suffered a broken 
leg in the first game and missed 
the entire 2016 football season.

It was no secret that Cary, 
who was involved with well-
known people in successful 
developments and investments, 
struggled in recent years.

“He did everything full speed; 
he never slowed down,” Tim 
Golden said. “He didn’t know 
how to relax. That may have 
caused some issues for him.

“He had a lot of people help-
ing him. He was in the hospital 
last fall but got out and was back 
in full health.”

Osborn will be remembered 
for much more than being an 
athlete.

“Everybody got along so well 
from being with him,” said Geno 
Golden. “He was the best friend 
you could ever have.”

“He had that perpetual smile 
on his face and was a guy every-
body wanted to be around,” said 
Tim Golden.

Former Blugold star Osborn recalled for tenacity

ENJOY IT WHILE IT LASTS

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

UW-Eau Claire senior Colten Schmidt of Rice Lake enjoys temperatures in the 60s Monday as he reads a book on campus. The 
weather should stay pleasant today, with mostly sunny skies and a high of about 51 degrees, before temperatures plunge and 
snow is likely on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, according to the National Weather Service. View more photos at Leader-
TelegramPhotos.com.

Osborn

See POT  Page 2A

“He had no fear running 
the ball. He could run 
inside or outside and 

when he was going to be 
hit, he just put his head 
down and bowled the 

defender over.”
— Geno Golden

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Several 3rd Ward neighborhood 
residents urged the Eau Claire 
City Council on Monday to re-
consider last month’s decision to 
build a roundabout at State Street 
and Roosevelt Avenue.

Three of four property own-
ers the city intends to negotiate 
with to buy a portion of their 
lawns for the roundabout were 
among those who spoke against 
the project during Monday 
night’s public comment portion 
of the council meeting.

“It is not safe because it will 
bring an increased flow of traf-
fic closer to our residences and 
where our children play,” said 
Eric Torres, owner of a home at 
1716 State St. and a member of 
the Eau Claire school board.

He also said that noise and 
light from cars making their 
way around the roundabout will 
decrease the quality of life for 
people living at that intersec-
tion.

On March 12, the City Coun-
cil voted 10-0 to approve an 
amended State Street project 
that includes a roundabout at 
the Roosevelt Avenue intersec-
tion.

Plans presented by city 
engineers had recommended 
keeping the existing intersec-
tion there but adding a con-
crete island in the middle of a 
section of State Street between 
traffic lanes to give pedestri-
ans refuge while crossing the 
street.

Councilman Jeremy Gragert 
said during that meeting that 
while the roundabout will cost 
more, it will improve safety and 
slow traffic at the bottom of the 
State Street hill near the UW-
Eau Claire campus.

Monday night was the first 
chance for 3rd Ward resi-
dents to reply to the deci-

sion — a March 25 council 
meeting was canceled due 
to lack of agenda items — in 
person to the entire council. 
Ten people spoke against the 
roundabout.

Sharon Hildebrand, who lives 
elsewhere in the 3rd Ward but 
also opposes the roundabout, 
asked Councilwoman Kate 
Beaton to hold one end of a tape 
measure. Hildebrand walked 
13 feet backward and said that 
would be the distance between 
homes and traffic in the round-
about, based on early designs 
for it.

Liz Kennedy-Wiechert said 
she’ll no longer feel comfortable 
allowing her children and their 
friends to play in her yard at 
304 Roosevelt Ave. because the 
roundabout will bring traffic 
closer.

Stacey Haslow showed a map 
with her home and an orange 
triangle highlighted on it where 
the proposed roundabout would 
take part of her lawn. As a mom 
of three boys, she said she’s very 
concerned about losing that 

buffer between her house and 
traffic.

Laura Bucholtz, who lives two 
blocks north of the proposed 
roundabout, said while round-
abouts do slow down traffic, 
they have more crashes of lower 
severity.

Haslow agreed that the 
crashes she’s seen at the current 
intersection, which has stop 
signs on Roosevelt Avenue and 
through traffic on State Street, 
have been minor.

“The fender-benders I’ve seen 
out there (have been) from peo-
ple watching their cellphones,” 
he said.

Other neighborhood members 
remarked that they felt blindsid-
ed at the addition of the round-
about to the project.

“I was very surprised when 
there was mention of the 
roundabout on Roosevelt,” said 
Sally Ronstrom, who lives on 
McKinley Avenue, a couple of 
blocks away from the proposed 
roundabout.

3rd Ward residents oppose roundabout
Shorter distance 
to homes cited as 

safety concern
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