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By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

G
rowing up on 

their family’s Ar-

cadia dairy farm, 

brothers Collin and Curtis 

Weltzien spent a lot of 

time together, both on the 

farm and as part of Arca-

dia’s chapter of FFA.

Now in their 20s, that trend 
has continued, making the 
brothers the first in the history 
of the Wisconsin FFA Asso-
ciation to serve together as 
Wisconsin state FFA officers.

“It’s something we are both 
extremely honored and hum-
bled by,” Collin said. “Being 
elected to serve as a state of-
ficer and carry on the legacy 
of the FFA organization is a 
distinct privilege in itself. But 
the chance to experience it 
all with my brother alongside 
me is an honor ... . The stars 
aligned and gave us this once 
in a lifetime opportunity, and 
we’re doing everything in our 
power to make the most of 
it.”

Collin, 21, is serving the 
2019-20 year as Wisconsin FFA 
Association president, while 
Curtis, 20, serves as the state 
treasurer.

The brothers grew up on their 

family’s 180-cow dairy farm, 
Weltzien Farms, near Arcadia. 
The 1,200-acre farm has 700 
tillable acres and is run in part-
nership by the brothers’ dad, 
Keith, and uncles, Russ and 
Dan Weltzien.

Life on the family farm led 
them to life in FFA.

“We grew up hearing stories 
about our dad and uncles’ FFA 
experiences, so it was pretty 
much a no-brainer for us to get 
involved with FFA as soon as 
we could,” Collin said.

Collin started in FFA with the 
Creed Speaking competition 
during his freshman year, earn-
ing a third place finish at state. 
That experience jump-started 
the rest of his FFA career, he 
said.

Throughout his high school 
FFA career, Collin found suc-
cess in the prepared speaking, 

extemporaneous speaking, and 
parliamentary procedure con-
tests as well as the soil judging 
and dairy judging career devel-
opment events. He received his 
American FFA Degree this past 
fall at the 92nd National FFA 
Convention.

As a high school FFA mem-
ber, Curtis said his biggest 
accomplishment was placing 
first place in the Dairy Products 
CDE Judging at state two years 
in a row.

Watching his brother, Col-
lin, serve as Wisconsin FFA 
Association vice president in 
2018-19 convinced Curtis to 
take a shot at becoming a state 
officer.

“The biggest highlight of 
my FFA career was becoming 
a state officer,” Curtis said. 
“The places we’ve gone, people 
we’ve met, workshops we’ve 
facilitated, businesses we’ve 
toured nothing comes close to 
the experiences and memories 
we’ve made.”

Collin and Curtis both said 
their relationship and years 
spent working together has 
carried over to their work as 
state officers, representing the 
21,000 Wisconsin FFA mem-
bers.

“Our relationship has always 
been a very close one, and this 
year has been no different,” 
Collin said. 

OH, BROTHER
Arcadia siblings serving as state FFA officers
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Brothers Collin and Curtis Weltzien of Arcadia are both serving as Wisconsin state FFA officers.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

EAU CLAIRE — At a time 
when Wisconsin dairy farmers are 
exiting the industry in droves, orga-
nizers of the 2020 Wisconsin Farm 
Technology Days in Eau Claire will 
be showing off an area dairy farm 
that expanded to accommodate the 
next generation on the farm.

Nellie Holsteins, a fifth-gener-
ation, 200-cow dairy farm south 
of Eau Claire, will host farm tours 
during Farm Technology Days, 
which will be hosted by Huntsinger 
Farms, a horseradish farm several 
miles west of the dairy.

Nellie Holsteins is owned by 
Doug Nelson, his son, Derrick, 
and Derrick’s wife, Miranda. In 
the past two years, the farm has 
expanded from 56 cows to about 
200 in an effort to support two 
families as Derrick and Miranda 
returned to the farm and transition 
into ownership.

“With Derrick coming back 
from school and wanting to take 
over, we knew we wanted to ex-
pand,” Doug said.

Derrick graduated from the 
UW-Madison Farm and Indus-
try Short Course program and 
returned to the farm in 2011. Since 
then, he, Miranda and Doug have 
been working on ways to make 
the dairy farm viable for the two 
families.

“It’s been about a seven-year 
process,” Doug said. “We had to 
build our land base and buy some 
land from some neighbors.”

The Nelsons built a four-row 
free-stall barn big enough for 
drive-through feeding just down 
the road from Doug’s home farm. 
They also built a a double-8 paral-
lel parlor after originally consider-
ing robots.

Family 
friendly
Eau Claire County 
farm expands for 
fifth generation
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Miranda, Derrick and Doug Nelson 
shared information about Nellie Hol-
steins at the 2019 Breakfast in the 
Valley in Eau Claire.

By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

MADISON — The vote 
on a livestock siting bill 
fast-tracked by Republicans 
in the Wisconsin Legisla-
ture was canceled Feb. 19, 
just one day before it was 
scheduled to be voted on by 
the Assembly during their 
final day of session for the 
year.

On Feb. 10, Sen. How-
ard Marklein, R-Spring 
Green, Rep. Travis Tranel, 
R-Cuba City, and Rep. 
Gary Tauchen, R-Bonduel, 
circulated legislation to 
improve livestock facility 
siting rules and statutes.

The legislators touted 
the bill as “a collaborative 

effort between agriculture 
groups and local government 
associations,” crafted with 
input from the Wisconsin 
Farm Bureau Federation, 
Wisconsin Dairy Alliance, 
Wisconsin Dairy Business 
Association, Wisconsin 
Pork Producers, Wisconsin 
Cattlemen’s Association, 
Wisconsin Association of 
Professional Agricultural 
Consultants; Wisconsin 
Towns Association and Wis-
consin Counties Association.

Marklein said one of 
the stakeholders raised on 
issue that he and the bill’s 
co-authors could not over-
come in time to complete 
the bill during this session, 
prompting the cancellation 
of the vote.

“The change they 
requested would have 
impacted local control 
and I was not willing to 
create an imbalance in this 
legislation,” he said in a 
news release. “Our original 
proposal was a good bill 
that gave farmers certainty 
and predictability while 
maintaining local control. 
This was my goal from the 
beginning of the process.”

Even if the proposal had 
passed the Legislature, it’s 
likely Gov. Tony Evers 
would have vetoed it.

In 2018, the Wisconsin 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection began looking 
at changes to ATCP51, the 
administrative rule that 

regulates the local govern-
ment approval for new or 
expanding livestock facil-
ities in Wisconsin, as the 
rule dictates a mandatory 
four-year technical review. 
Twelve public hearings 
were held across the state in 
2019, prompting hundreds 
of comments from citizens 
and organizations alike.

Shortly after DATCP 
staff presented revisions 
to the rule, sifting through 
public comment to thought-
fully craft those revisions, 
the department decided 
it would no longer move 
forward with the proposed 
changes. And just days 
after that announcement, 
Brad Pfaff, Evers’ pick for 
secretary of agriculture, 

was ousted by the Wiscon-
sin Legislature.

In early February of this 
year, the DATCP board 
let the 30 month deadline 
expire, ending discussion 
about ATCP51 at the depart-
ment level. It appears that 
after this decision, legisla-
tors began working on their 
own bill to address livestock 
siting within the state.

The state’s current live-
stock siting rule, overseen 
by DATCP, went into effect 
in 2006 and hasn’t been 
changed since its adoption.

Technical committees 
have undertaken a review 
of the rules in 2010 and 
2014, as well as recently in 
2018.

Assembly vote on livestock siting bill pulled

See BILL, Page 2A

See FAMILY, Page 2A

More info

National FFA Week runs 
Feb. 22-29. For more FFA 
content, see the B section 
in this week’s paper.

See BROTHERS, Page 2A

TRACTOR
CENTRAL®

3-cylinder diesel engine • Power steering
drive • Cruise control • Premium seating
00 hr* Powertrain warranty *whichever comes first
tible with Quick-park™ loader & AutoConnect™ mower deck

Offer ends March 2, 2020. Some conditions apply, see dealer for
details. Financing subject to approval by John Deere Financial.

8hp, 3-cylinder
-wheel
Yr/2,0
mpatib

2019 2038R Compact Tractor, Loader & 72” Rear Blade

$24,729 PLUS 0% financing for 60 months!

Save over

$5,900!


