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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Snow coming down faster 
than plows could handle, crash-
es closing sections of freeways 
and the worst of it 
happening during rush 
hour combined to create 
a bad commute Tuesday 
evening for drivers in 
the Chippewa Valley.

Eau Claire city snow 
plows continued clean-
ing up Wednesday and 
were bracing for more 
snow forecast for today.

“We’re going to have 
staff working around the clock 
until we get through this next 
storm and get both of them 
cleaned up,” city street mainte-
nance manager Steven Thomp-
son said.

Today’s forecast includes up 
to 8 inches of new accumula-

tion, mostly during the day-
time, according to the National 
Weather Service. Precipitation 
may waver between snow and 
freezing drizzle during this 
morning, based on that forecast.

The new snowfall 
would come on the 
heels of Tuesday’s win-
ter storm that was at its 
worst when schoolchil-
dren and workers were 
heading home.

Plows began pa-
trolling Eau Claire 
streets at 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday — shortly after 

that day’s snowfall began — 
and encountered challenges 
throughout the afternoon.

City and Eau Claire County 
plows can keep up with an inch 
of snowfall per hour, Thomp-
son said, but the pace was 2 
inches an hour around 4 and 
5 p.m.

“It was coming so hard you 
couldn’t get there fast enough,” 
Thompson said.

Drivers faced roads with 
snow on them and more com-
ing down, resulting in some 
hazardous conditions.

Eau Claire ambulances 
responded to vehicle crash-
es between 3 and 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday on Interstate 94 and 
U.S. 53. Traffic was routed off 
U.S. 53 from 3:50 until almost 
6 p.m., according to notices 
sent by the state Department of 
Transportation.

That led motorists onto 
Business 53 — Hastings Way 
in Eau Claire — which became 
clogged with vehicles.

The resulting traffic jam on 
that thoroughfare prevent-
ed plows from clearing the 
mounting snow.

“The trucks couldn’t move 
because all that 53 traffic went 
onto Hastings,” Thompson 
said.

Thompson

Crash Calls
• • Eau Claire police responded 

to 11 car crashes — one of 

them with injuries. But there 

were 60 calls for vehicle assis-

tance between 1 p.m. Tuesday 

and Wednesday morning.

• • In rural areas, the Eau Claire 

County sheriff’s office received 

24 calls for vehicle assistance 

Tuesday, though some got out 

or received help from others 

before squad cars arrived. 

There were four car crashes, 

one with injuries, handled by 

county deputies.

• • The Eau Claire Fire Depart-

ment responded to 40 service 

calls by 10 p.m. Tuesday, 

attributing many of them to 

the winter weather.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

The Gordon man accused 
of kidnapping 13-year-old 
Jayme Closs and killing her 
parents last October will 
enter a plea next month.

Jake T. Patterson, 21, 14166 
S. Eau Claire Acres Circle, 
appeared in person Wednes-
day in Barron County 
Court dressed in an orange 
jumpsuit, where he waived 
his preliminary hearing. 
Patterson told Judge James 
Babler that he understood 
the charges against him.

Babler bound Patterson 
over for trial and set an ar-
raignment for 1 p.m. March 
27. No trial dates were set. 
The entire hearing lasted 
about four minutes.

Patterson is charged with 
two counts of first-degree 
intentional homicide for the 
deaths of James M. Closs 
and Denise J. Closs. He also 
is charged with kidnapping 
and armed burglary. He re-
mains in jail on a $5 million 
cash bond.

Patterson 
to have plea 

hearing 
next month

Murder, 
kidnapping 

suspect waives 
preliminary 

hearing
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By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

T
he year Kelly and Justin Hendrickson’s 
son, Evan, started kindergarten at Roos-
evelt Elementary was a rough one.

“We really didn’t know what was 
going on with him,” Kelly Hendrick-
son said. “And the school didn’t 
really know how to handle him.”

Later that year, Evan was finally 
diagnosed with ADHD, and was 
enrolled in the special education 
program at Roosevelt.

Now, 8-year-old Evan Hendrick-
son is doing well in third grade. He’s 
found a routine, he knows the build-
ing, knows all the staff, teachers and 
students.

Over the years, Roosevelt has 
become home for them all — Justin 
and Kelly Hendrickson and their 
three children, Evan and his twin 
sister Abby, and their first-grader 
Anna, who all attend the school on 
the city’s northwest side.

“It’s been a journey, but we’re 

at a point where he’s doing well,” 
Kelly Hendrickson, who also serves 
as Roosevelt PTA president, said. 
“(Roosevelt is) like a family — I 
couldn’t imagine a better group of 
teachers and staff and administra-
tors. Everyone there is so there for 
our kids and helping them devel-
op socially, emotionally, mentally 
... They’re really trying to create 
well-rounded kids.”

But now, as the Eau Claire school 
district considers potentially shut-
tering Roosevelt Elementary and 
re-purposing it into a center for 
4-year-old kindergarten program-
ming, Kelly Hendrickson wonders 
what will happen to her son and all 
the progress he’s made, and the fam-
ily they’ve found at Roosevelt.

‘Like a family’
Roosevelt 

Elementary 

School 

parents 

continue 

to express 

frustrations, 

concerns 

about 

potential 

plans to 

shutter the 

school and 

re-draw 

elementary 

boundaries

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Ben Holmen carried a sign in front of Roosevelt Elementary School in Eau Claire on Wednesday. He was 
among the nearly 100 parents to attend the district’s first listening session regarding closing the school 
and redrawing elementary school boundaries. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

North side 
elementary 
schools

Roosevelt Elementary: 
3010 8th St.

Sam Davey Elementary: 
3000 Starr Ave.

Longfellow Elementary: 
500 Balcom St.

Locust Lane Elementary: 
3245 Locust Ln.

Sherman Elementary: 
3110 W. Vine St.

Lakeshore Elementary: 
711 Lake St.

Northwoods Elementary: 
3600 Northwoods Ln.

Staff graphic

Perfect storm: Furious snowfall, 
crashes led to bad rush hour
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