
Wednesday • January 9, 2019 $1.00

LEADER-TELEGRAM
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram

» 
eau CLaIre and THe CHIPPeWa VaLLey’s LeadInG neWs sOurCe sInCe 1881

17/8     PAGE 8B

LEADERTELEGRAM.COM
Volume 48 • number 212 • 2 sections  •  16 pages «

YOUR REGION • Police: Menomonie man shot his victim with a crossbow, slit his throat/3A

SPORTS • Chippewa Falls hockey moves to top of Big Rivers with victory against North/1B

INDEX
aces Bridge ............................6B
Business .................................8B
Classifieds ..............................6B
Comics/Crossword .................5B
Health .....................................7a
Horoscope ..............................7B
Obituaries ............................. 4a
Opinion ...................................6a
Public notices .........................7B
region ....................................3a
sports .....................................1B
sudoku....................................7B
TV/dear abby ....................... 4B
Weather ..................................8B
Wonderword ..........................7B

» McDonough Park 
active-aging additions
City Council lauds proposal for 
north side park. Page 3A

» Turkey slams U.S.
Turkish strongman Erdogan 
assails Bolton over request to 
protect Syrian Kurds. Page 8A

» Health orders issued
Evers tries to protect those with 
pre-existing conditions. Page 8B

TOMORROW

Chicago Blues 
Hall of Famer to 
play Heyde Center

FREE AT NEWSSTANDS

» Buckshot December issue

» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

Eyeing 
rural 

growth 
in Wis.

By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

Designated Economic 
Opportunity Zones have 
the potential to be “huge” 
for rural and low-income 
areas in west-central Wis-
consin.

That’s according to 
Barron County Economic 
Development Corp. direc-
tor Dave Armstrong, who 
was one of just over 100 
Chippewa Valley business 
and economic leaders 
— investors, developers, 
bankers, accountants, 
builders, property owners 
and others — who gath-
ered Tuesday at the Pablo 
Center at the Confluence 
in downtown Eau Claire 
for a seminar to learn 
more about opportunity 
zones.

“It’s huge, really,” Arm-
strong said following the 
seminar, “especially when 
you look at other things 
that can be done with it. ... 
This is another great tool 
for rural areas.”

Former Gov. Scott 
Walker approved 120 
opportunity zones across 
40 counties in rural, urban 
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leaders 

learn about 
economic 

opportunity 
zones

North side roads will 
see work this year

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Potentially adding 
multiple roundabouts 
along a stretch of State 
Street have been the most 
contentious pieces of 
Eau Claire’s slate of 2019 

road projects, but there 
are other parts of the city 
that will see orange cones 
when the weather warms.

The City Council got 
its first look Tuesday 
evening at the complete 
slates of alleyway, road 
and recreational trail 

projects, which will be 
the subjects of upcoming 
public hearings and votes 
in the coming weeks.

Among them are pieces 
of a couple of major roads 
on Eau Claire’s north side 
that connect neighbor-
hoods and businesses to 
North Hastings Way that 
will be under construc-
tion this summer.

The city will replace 

parts of Eddy Lane and 
Melby Street close to the 
Union Pacific railroad 
tracks while the railroad 
makes safety improve-
ments to crossings there 
this summer.

“As long as the railroad 
is in there, we figure we 
should be in there with 
Eddy and Melby,” city en-
gineer David Solberg said.

He explained that if the 

city waited another year for 
the road work, there would 
be an additional cost to hire 
a railroad flagging safety 
crew to be on scene during 
the road construction.

Buried utility lines on 
those roads also date back 
to the 1940s and are due 
for replacement, Solberg 
said.

Starr Avenue will be detour 
during Melby, Eddy projects

EAU CLAIRE CITY COUNCIL

Jail pod too 
costly to staff

By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire County can build a 
fourth pod in its jail, but it can’t 
afford staffing and operating 
the space, a county official said 
Tuesday.

“The real conundrum isn’t 
the build-out … it’s the ongoing, 
year-after-year costs of operat-
ing an additional pod in the jail,” 

county Administrator Kathryn 
Schauf said.

She and jail staff — attending 
the first meeting of the newly 
created Jail Population Review 
Committee — estimated that 
cost at more than $2 million 
annually.

“That is a huge amount of 
money,” Schauf said. “Within our 
levy limits, there is no way.”

Eau Claire County spent 

$200,000 to send inmates 
elsewhere in 2018 — six years 
after the county opened a new 
jail, and projections call for that 
figure to rise in coming years as 
the number of inmates outgrows 
available jail space.

“There are other counties 
shipping out inmates,” said 
Sheriff Ron Cramer, noting Eau 
Claire County has contracts with 
Chippewa and Dunn counties. 

“In the future, being able to find 
enough bed space is a concern.”

At its December meeting, the 
County Board directed the Crim-
inal Justice Collaborating Coun-
cil to complete a comprehensive 
analysis of the jail population 
and provide a report by June.

To analyze the increase in 
jail population and recommend 

That’s the message the new Jail Population Review Committee heard

Staff file photo by Dan Reiland

Sheriff Ron Cramer talks about this medium security cell block during a tour of the new jail construction progress on April 17, 2012. The facili-
ty opened later that year.
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Trump pleads for wall money

By Catherine Lucey, 
Jill Colvin and Lisa 

Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In 
a somber televised plea, 
President Donald Trump 
urged congressional 

Democrats to fund his 
long-promised border 
wall Tuesday night, blam-
ing illegal immigration for 
the scourge of drugs and 
violence in the U.S. and 
framing the debate over 
the partial government 
shutdown in stark terms.

“This is 
a choice 
between 
right and 
wrong,” he 
declared.

Dem-
ocrats in 
response 
accused Trump appealing 
to “fear, not facts” and 
manufacturing a border 
crisis for political gain.

Addressing the nation 
from the Oval Office for 
the first time, Trump 
argued for spending some 
$5.7 billion for a border 
wall on both security and 
humanitarian grounds as 
he sought to put pressure 
on newly empowered 
Democrats amid the ex-
tended shutdown.

Trump, who will visit 
the Mexican border in 

person on Thursday, 
invited the Democrats 
to return to the White 
House to meet with 
him today, saying it was 
“immoral” for “politicians 
to do nothing.” Previous 
meetings have led to no 
agreement as Trump 
insists on the wall that 
was his signature promise 

Dems say he manufactured a 
border crisis for political gain

Trump
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