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< Steinkes marry habitat restoration 
with farming. Page 1C.
• Final district meeting for Equity 
CEO as transition begins. Page 2C.
• Expert: Farm must be profitable 
before adding creamery. Page 7C.
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By Benjamin Wideman
Regional Editor | ben.wideman@ecpc.com

NEW HOLSTEIN — John 
Poch accumulated an impressive 
array of tractors over the years.

His collection features 30 full-
size tractors, including 22 steel-
wheel machines, encompassing 
seven brands.

But Poch is equally proud 
of the dozens of scale-model 
tractors and related agricultur-
al equipment he meticulously 
handcrafted from metal over the 
years.

Nine years into retirement, 
the 71-year-old Poch recently 
completed his 100th scale-model 
piece and said he doesn’t plan to 
slow down anytime soon.

“I have always liked agricul-
ture, so for me it’s fun to putz 
around and make things like 
these out of metal,” said Poch, 
surrounded by tools in the work-
shop of his barn situated between 
New Holstein and St. Anna in ru-
ral Calumet County. “I can work 
with wood, but I prefer to work 
with metal. And it makes sense 
since the things I create are metal 
machinery in real life.”

Poch’s handiwork comes in a 
variety of scales, including 1/16 
(five pieces), 1/8 (72 pieces), 1/4 
(12 pieces), 1/2 (three pieces) 
and 3/4 (eight pieces). Each item 
features moving wheels and other 
applicable parts.

Perched on Poch’s workshop 

table on this day are his two most 
recent 1/8-scale creations, both 
circa late 1920s — an Oliver ma-
nure spreader and an Internation-
al hay rake. Like all of Poch’s 
creations, they’re designed nearly 
entirely off photos in his dozens 
of books featuring tractors and 
other agricultural equipment.

“No blueprints at all,” he said. 
“The plans are mostly in my 
head as I’m making them. … 
I’m not a perfectionist. I’m just 
trying to make them look pretty 
good.”

Each 1/8-scale model takes 
roughly 40 hours to complete. 
Poch works on them year-round, 
with a bit more time spent in the 
workshop during winters. He 
acquires the metal from Schuette 

Mfg. and Steel Sales near Man-
itowoc; the business curves the 
wheels for him, and he makes 
nearly everything else.

“I’m not rushing to make any 
of them since they’re all just for 
personal enjoyment and not for 
selling,” he said.

Most of the completed models 
are arranged on shelves and dis-
play area in the main floor of the 
barn, above the area where the 
workshop is located and some 
tractors are housed. Poch hasn’t 
shown his creations off his prop-
erty, but occasionally he provides 
tours to people who inquire after 
hearing about them by word of 
mouth.

New Holstein man passionate 
about making metal models
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John Poch has made some 100 scale-model metal creations, including the manure spreaders pictured above 

By Heidi Clausen
Editor | heidi.clausen@ecpc.com

SIREN — More than 
half of the 816 million acres 
of forestland in the U.S. is 
privately held. Of that, 61 
percent is owned by family 
forest landowners, making 
them the largest forestland 
ownership group in the U.S.

“That often surprises peo-
ple, particularly the general 
public,” 
Stephanie 
Snyder of 
the U.S. 
Forest 
Service in 
St. Paul, 
Minn., 
told those 
attending 
the St. 
Croix 
Forestry 
Conference late last month 
in Siren. “There is a percep-
tion that the federal govern-
ment is the largest ownership 
group.”

It stands to reason, then, 
that the decisions family 
forest owners make about 
stewardship, use and main-
tenance of their woods has 
far-reaching implications.

Snyder urges foresters to 
strive to work more closely 
with family forest own-
ers, especially as about 15 
percent of ownerships, or 
73,000 nationwide, are likely 
to change hands in the next 
five years. Family forest 
owners, on average, are in 
their 60s.

“Given their dominance of 
ownership on the landscape, 
they’re a really important 
group to understand,” Snyder 
said. “We can’t accomplish 
our landscape goals if we 
can’t encourage family forest 
owners to participate.”

Family forest owners own 
263 million acres, or 35 
percent, of all forested land 
in the U.S. Snyder said their 
reasons for owning wooded 
land vary, including hunting, 
as a retreat or as part of a 
family legacy. Some people 
inherited their land or bought 
it as a second home site.

Foresters, 
woodland 
owners urged 
to work 
together

For more infor-

mation about 

the U.S. Forest 

Service’s 

National Wood-

land Owner 

Survey, visit 

www.fia.fs.fed.

us/nwos.

By Brooke Bechen
Regional Editor | brooke.bechen@ecpc.com

MADISON — Farmers 
have done everything asked 
of them, from embracing 
technology to implement-
ing good practices on the 
farm, and now it’s time 
for the state to reciprocate 
that, Wisconsin Gov. Tony 
Evers told members of the 
Dairy Business Association 
April 10 at the Wisconsin 
Capitol.

While members of the 
Dairy Business Associa-
tion have been involved in 
numerous agricultural-fo-
cused events at the Wiscon-
sin Capitol, they held the 
first ever Dairy Day of their 

own April 10, gathering 
in the hearing room of the 
Joint Finance Committee 
to discuss the association’s 

top priorities and hear from 
legislators, as well as the 
recently elected Evers.

Evers asked members to 

keep in mind several items 
detailed in his biennium 
budget that could impact 
Wisconsin’s dairy industry, 
including the issuance of 
driver’s cards to non-cit-
izens, which Evers also 
called a workforce issue; 
additional funding for the 
UW System, specifically 
an increase in research 
dollars; improvements to 
broadband in rural areas; 
clean water initiatives; and 
a proposed solution to the 
state’s transportation woes.

Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection Sec-
retary-Designee Brad Pfaff 
echoed some of Evers’ 
comments, asking DBA 
members to assist him in 

supporting dairy market-
ing initiatives, specifically 
international marketing ini-
tiatives, but also continued 
funding for Buy Local, Buy 
Wisconsin and the Farm to 
School grant program.

Pfaff also stands behind 
Evers’ water initiatives, 
including increased funding 
for producer-led watershed 
groups, additional funding 
for county conservation 
staffing and nonpoint 
source pollution cost-shar-
ing programs, and bonding 
authority for implemen-
tation of land and water 
resource management plans 
with cost-sharing grants to 
landowners.

DBA focuses on budget issues at first Dairy Day at Capitol
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Gov. Tony Evers addressed members of the Dairy Busi-
ness Association at its first-ever Dairy Day at the Capi-
tol on April 10, outlining several areas of his budget that 
should prompt support from the state’s dairy industry.

See DAIRY DAY, Page 2A

See WOODLAND, Page 2ASee MODELS, Page 3A

NOTICE

Please note that the 
phone number of 800-

236-4004 for The Country 
Today office in Eau Claire 
is no longer in service. 
To subscribe or place a 
classified ad, contact us 

at 888-833-9268 or 715-
833-9268, or send email 
to thecountrytoday@ecpc.

com. Thank you.
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