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» Father and son
Local author, teacher releases 
book about Oregon Trail trip. 
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» Helping out
Library holds to drive for  
Afghan refugee children.  
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to celebrate 
centennial
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

MADISON (AP) — Wis-
consin Gov. Tony Evers 
has been granting pardons 
at a torrid pace after his 
predecessor didn’t issue 
any for eight years, and has 
announced new moves to 
streamline and simplify the 
pardon application process.

Evers announced 71 
additional pardons Tues-
day, bringing his total since 
taking office less than three 
years ago to 263. He’s on 
pace to issue more pardons 
in three years than the near-
ly 300 that former Gov. Jim 
Doyle did over eight years. 
Evers has already surpassed 
the 262 pardons issued by 
Govs. Tommy Thompson 
and Scott McCallum over 
the 16 years before Doyle 
took office.

Evers, a Democrat, re-
vived the dormant pardons 
board and made issuing 
pardons a priority after for-
mer Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker didn’t issue a single 
one during his eight years in 
office before Evers defeated 
him in 2018.

Most of the pardons Evers 
has granted to date are for 
low-level crimes, often 
drug-related, from convic-
tions many years or even 
decades earlier. Many of 
those who apply need a par-
don so they can get a license 
needed for a job, to vote, or 
simply to clear their name.
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Gary Hubbard of Eau Claire picked peppers from his garden at Forest Street Community Garden in Eau Claire on Tuesday.

COMMUNITY CULTIVATION

WASHINGTON (AP) — As 
the 20th anniversary of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
approaches, Americans increas-
ingly balk at intrusive govern-
ment surveillance in the name 
of national security, and only 
about a third believe that the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 
were worth fighting, according 
to a new poll.

More Americans also re-
gard the threat from domestic 
extremism as more worrisome 
than that of extremism abroad, 
the poll found.

The poll by The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research shows that 
support for surveillance tools 
aimed at monitoring conver-
sations taking place outside 
the country, once seen as vital 
in the fight against attacks, 
has dipped in the last decade. 
That’s even though internation-
al threats are again generating 
headlines following the cha-
otic end to the 20-year war in 
Afghanistan.

In particular, 46% of Amer-
icans say they oppose the U.S. 
government responding to 
threats against the nation by 
reading emails sent between 

people outside of the U.S. with-
out a warrant, as permitted un-
der law for purposes of foreign 
intelligence collection. That’s 
compared to just 27% who are 

in favor. In an AP-NORC poll 
conducted one decade ago, 
more favored than opposed the 
practice, 47% to 30%.

The new poll was conducted 
Aug. 12-16 as the Taliban were 
marching toward their rapid 
takeover of the country. Since 
then, Afghanistan’s Islamic 
State affiliate launched a suicide 
bombing that killed at least 
169 Afghans and 13 U.S. service 
members, and experts have 
warned about the possibility of 
foreign militant groups rebuild-
ing in strength with the U.S. 
presence gone.

In a marked turnabout from 
the first years after Sept. 11, 
when Americans were more 
likely to tolerate the govern-
ment’s monitoring of com-
munications in the name of 
defending the homeland, the 
poll found bipartisan concerns 
about the scope of surveillance 
and the expansive intelligence 
collection tools that U.S. author-
ities have at their disposal.

americans warier of government surveillance

Associated Press

Two vertical columns of light representing the fallen towers of the 
World Trade Center shine against the lower Manhattan skyline on 
the 19th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, seen from 
Jersey City, N.J.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE 
— The pandemic 
has intensified a 
pre-existing nurs-
ing workforce 
crisis, spurring 
hospitals to ramp 
up hiring efforts, 
local and national 
hospital officials 
say.

Hospitals were 
facing a shortage 
of health care 
workers before 
the COVID-19 
pandemic hit in 
winter 2020, said 
Pam Jochimsen, 
chief nursing officer for Marsh-
field Medical Centers in Eau 
Claire, Rice Lake and Lady-
smith. But surges of hospital-
ized COVID-19 patients have 
exacerbated hospitals’ need for 
nurses — a “chronic problem 

we have in our nation,” Jochim-
sen said.

The problem stems from sev-
eral causes, she said, attributing 
it both to fewer people entering 
the nursing field and more nurs-
es leaving the profession over 

the last 18 months.
“I do feel that with round 

one of COVID, having been 
through that, people are making 
other choices for their careers,” 
Jochimsen said. “We’ve noticed 
that in nursing as we face round 

two (this fall). We hear fre-
quently, ‘I’m not sure I can do 
this again.’

“It’s hard emotionally and 
physically, because everyone 
is working very hard to meet 
that 24-7 need for our patients,” 
she added. “We definitely are 
feeling it.”

Wisconsin saw a relatively 
flat trajectory of COVID-19 this 
spring and summer, but cases 
began rising in August, and 
county data indicates that the 
virus is being transmitted at lev-
els not seen since January. That 
amounts to an average of about 
49 new cases of COVID-19 per 
day among county residents, 
according to data from the Eau 
Claire City-County Health De-
partment.

Hospitalizations in Eau 
Claire County fell significantly 
over the summer, but county 
data indicate that COVID-19 
hospitalizations of Eau Claire 
County residents are also back 
up to January levels; the Health 
Department wrote in a situation 
report last week that hospital-
izations are “likely to contin-
ue to increase in the coming 
weeks.”

‘Not sure I can do this again’
Hospitals’ 

nursing shortage 
worsened by 

pandemic
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Nurse Deanna North, supervisor of ICU nurses at Marshfield Med-
ical Center-Eau Claire, puts on a personal respirator in November 
before caring for a COVID-19 patient. Local hospitals, like hospitals 
nationwide, say the pandemic and surges in COVID-19 hospital-
izations have intensified a nurse staffing shortage that has been 
ongoing for decades.
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