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JAYME CLOSS ALIVE
GIRL ABDUCTED OCT. 15

MISSING BARRON COUNTY GIRL FOUND IN DOUGLAS COUNTY; SUSPECT ARRESTED
By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

“Jayme Closs has been 
located.”

Barron County Sheriff 
Chris Fitzgerald set off 
a firestorm with those 
words in an email that 
went out at 7:56 p.m. 
Thursday announcing that 
the Barron County teen — 
missing for almost three 
months — had been found. 

And she was alive, just as 
he had always hoped.

Fitzgerald released few 
details but said a news 
conference is set for about 
10 this morning.

“It’ll be exciting to see 
how this came about,” 
said Eau Claire County 
Sheriff Ron Cramer, who 
sent staff from his office 
to Barron County to assist 
Fitzgerald and his office 
after James and Denise 

Closs were 
found shot 
to death in 
their home 
west of Bar-
ron on Oct. 
15 and their 
13-year-old 
daughter, 
Jayme, be-
lieved to have been home 
at the time of the killings, 
was missing.

“This investigation was 

such an unusual one,” 
Cramer said. “A lot of in-
vestigators we talked with 
over coffee were baffled. … 
There were so many theo-
ries bouncing around.”

According to informa-
tion released by Fitzger-
ald:

The Barron County 
sheriff’s office was notified 
Thursday evening by the 
Douglas County sheriff’s 
office that Jayme had been 

found alive. Shortly after 
this, a suspect was taken 
into custody.

“We do not have any 
other details at this time 
as this is a very fluid and 
active investigation,” 
wrote Fitzgerald, not-
ing the media briefing 
planned for this morn-
ing.

Chippewa County 
Sheriff Jim Kowalczyk, 
who also sent staff to 

assist Barron County 
authorities, learned Jayme 
had been found Thursday 
night through a call from 
dispatch.

“Unbelievable,” said the 
longtime law enforcement 
officer. “To find her alive 
after three months, wow! 
When something like this 
goes on so long, there 
often isn’t the result.”

Jayme Closs

Lawsuit targets 
GOP laws reducing 
governor’s power

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — A coa-
lition of liberal-leaning 
groups filed a lawsuit 
Thursday seeking to void 
laws passed by Wisconsin 
Republicans that reduced 
the powers of the newly 
elected Democratic gover-
nor and attorney general.

Republicans derided the 
lawsuit as a frivolous at-
tempt by bitter Democrats 
to score political points.

The legal challenge is 

the first seeking to undo 
all the measures approved 
during last month’s lame-
duck legislative session. 
The lawsuit argues the 
session was unconstitu-
tional because it amount-
ed to an illegal gathering 
of lawmakers.

Then-Gov. Scott Walker, 
who was defeated by 
Democrat Tony Evers in 
November, quickly signed 
the legislation before leav-
ing office.

The new laws include 
taking away Evers’ ability 
to withdraw the state 
from lawsuits without 
legislative approval, which 
would prevent Evers from 
fulfilling his campaign 

Coalition of 
liberal-leaning 

groups files  
the suit

Assembly 
GOPers 
outline 

priorities 
to Evers

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Wis-
consin Assembly 
Republicans delivered 
what they called a “ges-
ture of our goodwill” 
to the newly installed 
Democratic governor 
on Thursday, outlining 
some areas where they 
think they might find 
common ground.

In a letter delivered 
to Gov. Tony Evers, the 
GOP lawmakers said 
they were trying to 
be helpful in detailing 
such areas, including an 
income tax cut, a school 
funding increase and a 
reduction in borrowing 
to pay for roadwork.

Don’t bully 
the Butler

By Jack Goods

Leader-Telegram staff

ALTOONA — For 
much of his childhood, 
the man who created the 
Lambeau Leap needed 
help simply walking.

“My feet were ex-
tremely pigeon-toed,” 
said former safety and 
Packers Hall of Famer 
LeRoy Butler, who spent 
his entire 12-year career 
with Green Bay. “They 
looked as if they were 
having a conversation. 
Most kids when they’re 

5 or 6 years old, they’re 
running and jumping, 
chasing butterflies. They 
go to the pool. I didn’t 
do any of that.”

Butler spent time in 
a wheelchair and leg 
braces and faced ridicule 
in school for his hand-
me-down clothes and 
disability while growing 
up in Jacksonville, Fla. 
But he took his mother’s 
lessons to heart and nev-
er let any of it get to him 
or divert him from his 
dream. He knew since 
he was little he wanted 

to play in the NFL, and 
when he realized he no 
longer needed assistance 
at around 8, he worked 
hard to make that dream 
a reality.

It’s a message he 
feels every kid needs to 
hear, and one he shared 
Thursday afternoon with 
students in the Altoona 
High School gymnasium 
as part of his Butler vs. 
Bullying campaign.

“I was in special edu-
cation, I was disabled, I 
couldn’t read, but I knew 
what I wanted to do,” 

Butler said after posing 
for countless autographs 
and seemingly signing 
everything the Packers 
could slap their logo 
onto. “It’s just import-
ant to me to have kids 
know that just because 
you see the jersey, it 
doesn’t mean it’s all been 
peachy.”

Butler, a Super Bowl 
XXXI champion, shared 
anecdotes of his child-
hood, including the time 
an oak tree was picked 

Former Packer LeRoy Butler talks about 

facing bullying, LaFleur hire at Altoona High

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Green Bay Packers Hall of Famer LeRoy Butler speaks to students Thursday in the Altoona High School 
gymnasium. He spoke at the school as part of his Butler vs. Bullying campaign, which also included stops in 
Cadott and Fall Creek. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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