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» New principal
The Boyceville school district 
announced its new elementary 
school principal. Page 4A

» Label claims
Food labels claiming  
“low calorie” or “excellent 
source of protein”  
usually hold true. Page 8A
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MYHERS BROTHERS’ DIFFERENT 
STYLES HELP BRING OSSEO-FAIRCHILD 

TO STATE TOURNAMENT 

•  Former Rice Lake track star Bednarek making waves on national level

• Ellenson in unfamiliar territory with latest stop of NBA career

• Five questions with Ms. Hockey, Eau Claire Area’s Charlotte Akervik
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MORE INSIDE

By Kathleen Foody, Allen G. 
Breed and P. Solomon Banda

Associated Press

DENVER — Dropping her 
kids off at school used to be the 
hardest part of Kacey Ruegseg-
ger Johnson’s day. She would 
cry most mornings as they left 
the car, and relied on texted 
photos from their teachers to 
make it through the day.

Now, the mother of four 
— and Columbine shooting 
survivor — sees mornings as an 
opportunity. She wakes early, 
makes breakfast and strives to 

send a clear message before her 
kids leave home: I adore you.

Twenty years after teenage 
gunmen attacked Columbine 
High School, Ruegsegger John-
son and other alumni of the 
Littleton, Colorado, school have 
become parents. The emotional 
toll of the shooting that killed 
12 classmates and a teacher has 
been amplified by fears about 
their own kids’ safety , spiking 
each time yet another shooter 
enters yet another school.

“I’m grateful I have the 
chance to be a mom. I know 
some of my classmates weren’t 

given that opportunity,” 
Ruegsegger Johnson said, tears 
springing to her eyes. “There 
are parts of the world I wish our 
kids never had to know about. 
I wish that there would never 
be a day I had to tell them the 
things I’ve been through.”

As the survivors of Columbine 
entered adulthood, they watched 
the attacks at their school and so 
many others — Virginia Tech, 
Sandy Hook, Parkland — alter 
the American classroom.

Drills teaching students to 
“lock down” inside classrooms 
became routine. Schools formed 
teams to assess threats, partic-
ularly from students. Security 
firms forged a multibillion-dol-
lar industry, introducing sur-
veillance video, panic buttons 
and upgraded doors and locks. 

Columbine survivors raise children 
in world shaped by attack

20 years after teenage gunmen 
attacked Columbine High School, 
alumni of the Littleton, Colorado, 

school have become parents

Associated Press

In this May 1, 1999, file photo, 
Kacey Ruegsegger, 17, is wheeled 
from a Denver hospital by Patty 
Anderson, center, after being 
released. 

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

Larry Guthrie struggled to 
describe the joyous reactions 
he’s seen when he delivers 
a new bed to a child who 
needs one.

“We had one kid who said 
this is better than Christmas,” 
Guthrie said. “We find for a 
number of these kids, it’s the 
first bed they’ve ever had.”

Guthrie is the Pigeon Falls 
chapter president of the 
non-profit organization Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace, which is 
a group that constructs and 
delivers beds to children. The 
group was formed last fall, 
and in the past seven months, 
they have donated 113 beds, 
almost entirely to children in 
need in Trempealeau County.

“We want to get kids off 
the floor and into a secure 
place to sleep,” he said.

The first big build was 
last September in Pigeon 
Falls in the parking lot of 
Peace Lutheran Church, 
where they built 23 beds. 

Making 
up the 
beds

Non-profit helps 
needy children

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

M
ore than 100 north-
western Wisconsin 
residents gathered 

Tuesday night in Eau Claire 
to give Gov. Tony Evers and 
his administration a piece of 
their mind.

And that’s just what the 
Democratic governor was 
hoping for in hosting a state 
budget listening session at 
Chippewa Valley Technical 
College.

From health care to crim-
inal justice and from edu-
cation to the environment, 
residents shared personal 
stories and strong opinions 
in advocating for spending 
and policy priorities to be 
included in Wisconsin’s 2019-
21 budget, due to be approved 
this year.

“Tonight was a special 
night,” Evers said in a news 
conference after the 90-min-
ute event. “The people in the 
Eau Claire area are engaged 
in their lives and care about 
what happens in Madison.”

Evers, who moved among 
several breakout groups 
focused on various issues 
during the listening session, 
said he was impressed that 
friends, neighbors and strang-
ers carried out an honest, and 
sometimes emotional, discus-
sion about important issues 
for Wisconsin’s future.

The discussion was partic-
ularly poignant in the group 
talking about criminal justice 
reform.

Tod Bergemann, 45, of 
Eau Claire, fought back tears 
several times as he told the 
group about his struggles 
serving 26 years in prison 
and how his record still af-
fects him today.

Bergemann said he was 
convicted of felony sec-
ond-degree sexual assault of 
a child for having relations 
with a girl he was dating 
at the time, a crime that 
since has had the sentence 
reduced. The girl was the 

daughter of a public official 
in eastern Wisconsin.

Bergemann has been out 
of prison for the past three 
years but said it’s difficult 
to land and keep a job when 
employers learn you have a 
criminal record, are listed on 

the state sex offender reg-
istry and still wear an ankle 
bracelet that must be charged 
every 10 hours.

With little support to help 
people who have been incar-
cerated reintegrate into soci-
ety, Bergemann said, “You’re 

literally left feeling helpless 
when you get out.”

Some prisoners have such a 
hard time adjusting that they 
commit new crimes so they 
can go back to someplace 
that feels normal, said Berge-
mann, who encouraged Cor-
rections Secretary-designee 
Kevin Carr and other officials 
to do what they can in the 
budget to provide education 
and mental health services 
for inmates so they are not 
treated like second-class 
citizens.

The anecdote prompted 
Eau Claire social justice and 
immigrant rights advocate 
Mireya Sigala Valadez to 
apologize to Bergemann for 
his treatment on behalf of 
his fellow citizens and to 
lobby for a larger increase in 
funding for criminal justice 
reform.

Democracy in action
Governor listens to budget wishes of Chippewa Valley residents

Staff photos by Steve Kinderman

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers and Tourism Secretary-designee Sara Meaney listen to comments 
on budget priorities during a visit Tuesday to Chippewa Valley Technical College in Eau Claire. 
The event was one of several budget listening sessions Evers is holding across the state in April. 
View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Residents attending Gov. Tony Evers’ budget listening session 
Tuesday at Chippewa Valley Technical College break into small 
groups, with this group focusing on criminal justice reform.
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