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Mississippi River, trout 
streams benefit from 
feedlot upgrades.

Beat the summer 
heat with ice cream 
treats.

Region’s frac sand 
mines struggle amid 
industry changes.
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By Brooke Bechen
The Country Today

DODGEVILLE — 
When the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources released its 
final version of the 2019-
23 Wisconsin Statewide 
Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan, also 
known as SCORP, it 
detailed that the No. 1 
demand for Wisconsin 
residents who enjoy being 
outdoors was more good, 
quality trails to walk on in 
their home counties.

Of the more than 20,000 
residents surveyed for 
SCORP, 68 percent indicat-

ed they had hiked, walked 
or ran on trails in the past 
12 months, the highest 
percentage of several 
outdoor activities that were 
listed. Walking and hiking 
is also one of the top five 
nature-based outdoor activ-
ities enjoyed by Wisconsin 
residents and one that has 
the most frequent participa-
tion by Wisconsin residents 
as well.

Fortunately, for those 
who live and enjoy recre-

ation in southwest Wis-
consin, a new hiking trail 
is in the works thanks to 
the work of the Driftless 
Area Land Conservancy, 
the land trust for southwest 
Wisconsin, and its part-
ners.

The proposed Driftless 
Trail is an approximately 
50-mile-long foot-only 
trail that will connect 
Tower Hill, Governor 
Dodge and Blue Mound 
state parks. Most of the 

trail would cross privately 
owned land and potentially 
connect to other areas of 
interest in the future.

David Clutter, executive 
director of the Driftless 
Area Land Conservancy, 
said the idea for the trail 
was “a drive home at night 
idea,” one he thought 
would be neat to explore as 
he has three children who 
also like to hike with him. 
At that time in late 2015, 
the conservancy was also 

working with individuals 
in the Lowery Creek Wa-
tershed to develop a group 
and with the Department 
of Natural Resources on 
ways to connect blocks 
of land for wildlife and 
vegetative movement in 
the Driftless Area.

The trail also fell in line 
with the conservancy’s mis-
sion to connect people to 
the land and to one another, 
along with an ambassa-
dor landscape policy that 
allowed for community 
conservation projects to 
engage area communities, 
especially youth.

Driftless Trail aims to connect three state parks
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Across the country, winter 2018-19 
proved difficult for honeybees and 
beekeepers.

Beekeepers across the U.S. saw 37.7 
percent winter loss of their honeybee 
colonies, according to preliminary 
results of the latest annual nationwide 
survey of beekeepers conducted by the 
University of Maryland-led nonprofit 
Bee Informed Partnership.

Douglas Sjostrom of Honey Hill 
Apiary in Maiden Rock said he lost 
between 40 and 45 percent of his colo-
nies last winter. Sjostrom has about 200 
hives scattered around Pierce County 
with Honey Hill Apiary.

“Each of the last several winters, 
losses have been high,” Sjostrom said. 
“It takes all of the profits, just replacing 
lost bees.”

Final results of the survey, including 
a state-by-state breakdown, will be re-
leased at a later date, but 156 Wisconsin 
beekeepers representing 18,597 colo-
nies reported a winter loss of 21 percent 
in winter 2017-18. Minnesota beekeep-
ers lost 44 percent of their colonies that 
winter, when nationwide losses came in 
at just more than 30 percent.

The winter losses in 2018-19 were 
the highest reported since the survey 
began 13 years ago and 8.9 percentage 
points higher than the survey average.

“These results are very concerning, 
as high winter losses hit an industry 
already suffering from a decade of high 
winter losses,” Dennis vanEngelsdorp, 
associate professor of entomology at 
the University of Maryland and presi-
dent for the Bee Informed Partnership, 
said in a news release.

Honeybees pollinate $15 billion worth 
of food crops in the U.S. each year. Insect 
pollination is responsible for a third of all 
the foods we eat with 80 percent of those 
foods dependent on honeybees.

According to the survey, which has 
been conducted since 2006, beekeep-
ers lost 40.7 percent of their honeybee 
colonies from April 2018 to April 2019, 
numbers that represent a slight increase 
over the annual average of 38.7 percent.

Since beekeepers began noticing 
dramatic losses in their colonies, state 
and federal agricultural agencies, uni-
versity researchers, and the beekeeping 
industry have been working together to 
understand the cause and develop best 
management practices to reduce losses.

Survey shows 
increased 
honeybee 
winter deaths
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Beekeepers lost 40.7 percent of their 
honeybee colonies from April 2018 to 
April 2019, according to a survey by the 
Bee Informed Partnership.
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JOHNSON CREEK — 
Thirty-five years ago, Bernard 
and Beverly Walter hosted 
Wisconsin Farm Progress Days, 
welcoming thousands of visi-
tors to their farm to learn more 
about agriculture and to marvel 
at new technologies introduced 
into the agricultural world.

In just a few short weeks, 
the Walters, along with their 
children and their families, will 
once again welcome visitors 
to their farm, this time for the 
66th annual Wisconsin Farm 
Technology Days, the state’s 
largest outdoor celebration of 
agriculture, hosted this year by 
Jefferson County. The theme 
for this year’s event will en-
compass “Generations of Farm 
Pride,” which is fitting for the 
62-year-old family operation.

Bernard and Beverly Walter 
purchased 50 acres in Jefferson 
County in 1957, with their son, 
Mike, farming with them. Mike 
Walter and his wife, Sarah, took 
over the operation in 1992, and 
soon their family grew, along 
with the farm.

What started with 80 cows 
transitioned into more than 
800 head of veal calves, feeder 
steers and heifers. There was 
even a time when Mike and 
Sarah were farrowing 350 sows 
and selling feeder pigs.

Today, Mike, Brad and Adam 
Walter work together to cash 
crop 6,000 acres of owned and 
rented land, along with operat-

ing a custom land tiling busi-
ness. They are the second and 
third generations that continue 
the farming tradition started by 
Bernard and Beverly Walter, 
with the fourth generation ob-
serving their family and eager 
to keep agriculture thriving 
on their farm and in Jefferson 
County.

“The Walters are our biggest 
cheerleaders and we’re so fortu-
nate to have a host family that’s 
so involved,” said Scott Schnei-
der, co-chairman of the Jeffer-
son County Farm Technology 
Days Executive Committee.

Last Tuesday, June 25, the 
Walters, along with Farm 
Technology Days event orga-
nizers, were on the grounds of 
Walter Grain Farms to answer 
questions from media represen-
tatives and watch as elements 
of the show continued to come 
together, with June 25 seeing 
the installation of “street signs” 
and the arrival of the tents to be 
raised in Tent City.

“We’re looking forward to a 
world-class show and putting 
the county’s best foot forward,” 

said LaVern Georgson, Jeffer-
son County agriculture agent 
and Jefferson County Farm 
Technology Days executive 
director.

“The site is easily acces-
sible and a prime location in 
Wisconsin for an event of this 
importance,” added Jim Schro-
eder, a Jefferson County board 
chairman.

Organizers are hopeful the lo-
cation of this year’s event, nes-
tled between the urban centers 
of Madison and Milwaukee, 
will draw a big crowd. They are 
also throwing a “Block Party” 
Wednesday evening during the 
show, which includes extended 
hours, reduced admission prices 
after 3 p.m., a beer and wine 
sampling event, local foods 
available for purchase and the 
appearance of well-known 
Wisconsin comedian Char-
lie Berens of the Manitowoc 
Minute, in hopes of drawing in 
more visitors from urban areas.

The Block Party will be held 
inside Innovation Square from 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 24. This is the first 
time the state has allowed 
extended hours for Farm Tech-
nology Days.

“It’s a great way for 
non-farming people to come 
out and see what’s going on and 
enjoy a nice night outdoors in 
Wisconsin,” said Greg Sambs 
of the Innovation Square Com-
mittee. “It’s also a great way to 
enjoy the fruits of Wisconsin 
agriculture.”

Visitors to return to Walter farm for Farm Technology Days
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Matt Hanson of the Tent City Committee pointed to different areas in the field that will be included in 
Tent City. More than 400 exhibitors have already committed to the show, representing national, regional 
and local businesses and organizations spanning 29 U.S. states and several Canadian provinces.

If You Go

What: Jefferson County 
Farm Technology Days.
When: July 23-25.
Where: Walter Grain 

Farms, W5340 French 
Road, Johnson Creek.
Information: www.wi-

farmtechnologydays.com/
jefferson.

The proposed Driftless Trail is an approximately 50-mile-long foot-only 
trail that will connect Tower Hill, Governor Dodge and Blue Mound 
state parks. Most of the trail would cross privately owned land and 

potentially connect to other areas of interest in the future.
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