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» Flood warning issued

Chippewa, Eau Claire and 
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shots. Page 8A
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POT OF 
GOLD

KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW 
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS

MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

By Eric Lindquist
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A
s Jack Taylor saw the re-
cord-setting snow pile up out-
side, only one response seemed 

appropriate: Build a record-setting 
snowman.

So he did — with a 
little help from friends 
and family.

Taylor, 28, of Black Riv-
er Falls, put the finishing 
touches Tuesday morning 
on what he believes is 
the largest snowman ever 
built in Wisconsin.

The 40-foot-tall colossus 
— with car tires for buttons, 5-gallon buck-
et lids for eyes and an orange construction 
cone for a nose — stands proudly at the 
farm owned by Taylor’s parents, Elizabeth 
and Jack Taylor Sr., at N3260 E. Pine Hill 
Road, about eight miles south of Black 
River Falls in Jackson County.

“You know how the old saying goes, 
‘When life hands you lemons, you 
make lemonade,’ so I figured when God 
gives you record snowfall, you make a 
record snowman,” Taylor said, noting 
that he came up with the idea last win-
ter but didn’t believe there was enough 
snow to pursue the project.

That’s not a problem this year, when 
communities throughout west-cen-
tral Wisconsin set a monthly snowfall 
record in February and are nearing or 
have broken all-time winter records. 
Black River Falls has received 71.7 inch-
es of snow so far this winter, setting 
an unofficial new season high since re-
cord-keeping began in 1893, said Logan 
Lee, a meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service office in La Crosse.

Five people worked on the snowman 
for about five days, Taylor reported. 
In addition to shovels, hands and feet, 
the crew resorted to heavy equipment, 
including a Bobcat, skid steer and 
snowplow, to move snow into position. 
To get snow to the top of the gargan-
tuan creation, they employed a corn 
elevator — the kind normally used to 
put hay in the upper level of a barn.

“Then we had somebody up there 
packing it down with shovels and 
feet so it doesn’t just blow away,” said 
Taylor, an independent filmmaker who 
owns his own company, Taylor Media.

He applied the final decorations 
Tuesday, wrapping an entire roll of red 
felt around the snowman’s neck for a 
scarf, hanging the tires from the snow 
sculpture’s belly on fence posts and 
concocting a black top hat out of metal 
framing and plastic.

TALL TASK
BRF man builds 

what he believes is 
Wisconsin’s largest 

snowman
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Jack Taylor of Black River Falls and several friends and family members built this 40-foot-
tall snowman at his parents’ farm just south of the Jackson County city. Taylor’s 2-year-old 
daughter Abigail is shown with the creation Taylor believes is the largest snowman ever 
created in Wisconsin.

By Samantha West
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When the Chippewa Val-
ley Museum first opened its 
doors more than five decades 
ago, its mission was to con-
nect with the community and 
preserve the region’s history.

As what many are calling a 
community “musical renais-
sance” continues to flourish, 
the museum just got one 
step closer to documenting 
that aspect of the Chippe-
wa Valley. On Tuesday, the 
museum announced it has 
received a $20,000 grant from 
the National Endowment for 
the Arts that will help fund a 
$275,000 collaborative com-
munity project, “Musical 
Identities.”

The project will be a multi-
year initiative to expand and 
deepen access to Eau Claire’s 
culture by way of music and 
music history, said Chippewa 
Valley Museum director Car-
rie Ronnander.

“We’re always thinking about 
different things that the com-
munity is interested in and try 
to add it to our museum as a 
way to represent it,” Ronnander 
said. “There’s always been this 
interest in local music, and 
we’ve done a lot of work over 
the years collecting classic 
and traditional folk music and, 
if not collecting it, talking to 
folk artists. All of that has kind 
of bubbled up and now we’re 
working to capture it.”

Documenting a musical heritage
$20,000 grant will help Chippewa 
Valley Museum begin new exhibit  

and collaborative project to document 
the region’s music history
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From left, Putnam Heights third-graders Addison Bryant, Eva Mazur 
and Miccillian Staves look at a globe Tuesday at the Chippewa 
Valley Museum in Eau Claire. The museum was selected to receive a 
$20,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, which will 
be utilized for a new exhibit, “Musical Identities.” View more photos 
at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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Construction on the city’s 
biggest road project of the 
year is expected to start in 
late May at the earliest.

The Eau Claire City Coun-
cil Tuesday unanimously 
approved a resolution autho-
rizing the reconstruction of 
State Street from Garfield 
Avenue to the south city 
limits.

The project, which 
stretches almost a mile, 
includes the construction 
of roundabouts at Ham-
ilton Avenue, MacArthur 
Avenue and Lexington 
Boulevard.

And it could include 
building a fourth at Roos-
evelt Avenue. The council, 
adopting an amendment 
offered by Councilman 
Jeremy Gragert, directed 
city staff to explore building 
a larger roundabout at the 
intersection.

That action means the 
project will be completed in 
two years, with the stretch 
from Bartlett Court south 
being built this year and the 
piece from Bartlett Court 
north to Garfield Avenue 
being completed in 2020, 
city engineer David Solberg 
said.

He estimated building a 
roundabout at Roosevelt to 
cost about $70,000 in mate-
rials and acquiring the nec-
essary property to construct 
it at $200,000 to $1 million.
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