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There’s plenty of good news 
in the world even though lately 
it seems a little harder to find. 
Roughly 90% of what Americans 
see in the media is “bad news.” 
After all, “if it bleeds, it leads,” and 
every writer knows: no trouble, 
no story.

A fight or flight response 
in humans means all of us 
have a negative bias, which 
psychologists say explains 
our predilection for hear-
ing and remembering bad 
news. Neuroscientist Dr. 
Rick Hanson says, “The 
brain is like Velcro for 
negative experiences 
and Teflon for posi-
tives ones.” Roadside 
accident? You can’t 

not look.
Humans have evolved to be 

aware of threats, including dis-
turbing headlines or upsetting 24/7 
TV news crawlers. Critics recently 
dubbed the act of constantly con-
suming bad news “doom scroll.”

Like many people, I crave good 
news, especially now.

Actor and writer John Krasinski 
— best known as Jim from “The 
Office” — pitched his idea about 
a news show based entirely on 
positive stories long before safer-
at-home orders gave us reason to 
seek out laughing baby videos. 
Since no studio bit on his idea, he 
filmed eight episodes of “Some 
Good News” in his Massachusetts 
home and shared it on YouTube for 
free this past March through May. 

The show is part citizen journal-
ism, part “Saturday Night Live” 
weekend update. His children 
painted the “SGN” sign hanging 
behind him.

Celebrity guests like Brad Pitt 
reported on the weather, but much 
more interesting were the real 
people Krasinski featured in his 
weekly roundup: dancing day care 
workers, a toddler singing “Don’t 
Worry About a Thing,” a 99-year-
old WWII veteran who raised over 
$31 million for health care workers 
by doing laps around his garden.

Krasinski recently sold his show 
to ViacomCBS. One person on 
boston.com commented, “You 
know the end is near when there is 
a bidding war on good news.” 
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Got any good news?
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R
ICE LAKE — The 
business between Rice 
Lake and Cumberland 

in northwest Wisconsin might 
be named “Barnyard Blessing,” 
but Don and Susie Stiver know 
the goats being raised on their 
farm are a little more compli-
cated than that.

But while goats, who among 
other traits are known escape 
artists, and the business the 
couple runs can prove to be a 
lot of hard work, “we enjoy it,” 
Susie said.

The Stivers moved from 
California, where they had a 
small ranch where they raised 
meat goats and sheep, to Wis-
consin in 2005. They wanted 
to utilize the farm they moved 
to but discovered that there 
wasn’t the call for goat meat in 
Wisconsin that there had been 
in California.

Their solution: goat milk 
soap.

A friend from California had 
made goat milk soap, so the 
concept wasn’t a foreign idea, 
but the endeavor still took a lot 
of research and trial and error 
to begin, with the business 
starting out very small and very 
slowly.

What started out as four 
varieties has now turned into 
22 kinds of bar soap, seven dif-
ferent lotions and four varieties 
of liquid soap.

Outside of the goat milk 
industry, the Stivers also make 
all-natural laundry detergent, 

and Don crafts birdhouses, 
each one unique in its own 
right, although styles may 
be repeated. Last year, the 
Stivers made over three tons 
of laundry soap, and over the 
last three-plus decades, Don 
said he has made thousands of 
birdhouses, some of which can 
be spotted on their farm.

As for their goat milk prod-
ucts, the Stivers say that there 
are several qualities to them 
that make them more unique.

Barnyard Blessing Goat 
Milk Soap primarily uses 
therapeutic-grade essential 
oils as opposed to fragrances 
(except for rose, due to its 
higher cost); replaces all water 
in the soap with goat milk, for 
a total of 1 to 1¼ ounces of 
milk per soap bar; and follows 
the philosophy of not putting 
anything in that doesn’t need 
to be there.

Don described both the soap 
and lotion as “very pure.”

Goat milk soap is soothing, 
nourishing and moisturizing 
for the skin, Susie said, cred-
iting the vitamins, minerals 
and antioxidants in goat milk 
and the therapeutic effects of 
essential oils for the quality of 
their product.

The farm has seven does, a 
buck, 11 goat kids and “pasture 
pals” for their buck, who is 
kept separated from the fe-
males for most of the year. The 
Stivers plan to keep some of 
the baby does to replace ones 
who will be retiring in the next 
couple of years. The other kids 
will be sold.

The Stivers’ goats typically 
kid in March. An insistent buck 
this season means that next 
year’s babies will likely arrive 
in February, Susie said.

Grateful for goats
Goat milk soap business puts stewardship at forefront

Photos by Courteney Jacob

Don and Susie Stiver own Barnyard Blessing between Rice Lake and Cumberland.

A goat looked through the bars of a gate.

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

Firefighting foam chemicals 
have been detected in deer in 
northeast Wisconsin, prompting 
state officials to warn hunters to 
not eat livers from deer harvested 
in the Marinette and Peshtigo area.

The Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources and 
Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services issued a do 
not eat advisory Sept. 15 for 
the liver from deer harvested 
in close proximity to source 
of PFAS-contaminated soil, 
groundwater and surface water. 
The do not eat advisory accom-
panied a Sept. 15 DNR report 
detailing findings of PFAS in 
the liver of deer harvested and 
analyzed from the JCI/Tyco Fire 
Technology Center in Marinette.

Following this announcement, 
the DNR and Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services issued a 
do not eat advisory for the liver 
from deer harvested within 5 
miles of the JCI/Tyco Fire Tech-
nology Center. This includes 
areas of Marinette, Peshtigo and 
surrounding communities. The 
FTC is located at 2700 Industri-
al Parkway, Marinette.

“We want to be clear that peo-
ple should feel comfortable eat-
ing venison from deer they’ve 
harvested near this area,” said 
Tami Ryan, DNR wildlife health 
section chief. “We just advise 
they do not consume the liver.”

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances are man-made chemicals 
used in industrial processes and 
manufactured products. PFAS 
don’t break down easily and 
can remain for a long time in 
the environment where people 
can be exposed to them. PFAS 
can accumulate in the human 
body slowly over time through 
repeat exposure. High levels of 
PFAS in the body are harmful to 
human health, especially to the 
health of pregnant women.

According to the DNR, two 
specific PFAS, perfluorooctane 
sulfonate (PFOS) and perflu-
orooctanoate (PFOA), are the 
most studied PFAS chemicals. 
Current studies of PFOS and 
PFOA suggest that exposures at 
high levels may increase choles-
terol levels, increase the risk of 
thyroid disease, decrease female 
fertility and increase the risk of 
high blood pressure in pregnant 
women. EPA research suggests 
that some PFAS may have the 
potential to cause cancer, but 
studies linking the two have not 
been consistent.

Contaminants 
bring do not 
eat advisory
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