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club seeks new home
Plans call for replacing old 
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By Tony Briscoe

Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — On a sunny 
August morning at 31st 
Street Beach, Tyrone Dob-
son assembled 20 volunteers 
to pick up litter from the 
shores of Lake Michigan.

At first glance, the effort 
seemed unwarranted. After 
all, the tire tracks from a 
Chicago Park District beach 
groomer were still fresh in 
what appeared to be pristine 
sand.

But Dobson, senior vol-
unteer engagement manag-
er for the Alliance for the 
Great Lakes, knew better. He 
instructed the volunteers to 
take a closer look. Peering 
around their feet, the group 
noticed myriad pieces of 
trash enmeshed in the sand. 
They meticulously plucked 
plastic straws, plastic bot-
tles, plastic spoons, plastic 
wrappers and plastic bottle 
caps. After two hours of 
scouring the area, the group 
had collected 56 pounds of 
trash.

“Every beach has its own 
persona,” Dobson said. 
“Loyola is family friendly 
so there will be diapers and 
toys. Montrose and North 
Avenue is party central so 
there will be beer cans. But 
on the whole, it’s always a 
lot of plastic.”

Plastics pollution in global 
waters has become one of 
the most complex issues of 
the 21st century. Scientists 
have identified giant gyres of 
garbage accumulating in off-
shore ocean currents. Exam-
inations of dead whales and 
other large marine animals 
show they’ve ingested plastic 
items, like garbage bags. 

rain11K tons of 
plastics enter 
Great Lakes 

annually

See PLASTIC  Page 4A

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

Dale Johnson of Eau 

Claire stepped 

onto a plane in La 

Crosse at 6 a.m. Sat-

urday, followed by his 

three younger brothers, 

about to fulfill a three-

year dream.

Johnson, 81, and his brothers 
were chosen this year for Satur-
day’s Freedom Honor Flight, a 
daylong trip for veterans to visit 
military memorials and national 
monuments in Washington, D.C.

The brothers — Dale Johnson; 
Sam Johnson, 80, of Crandon; 
Harry Johnson, 77, of Greenwood; 
and Ray Johnson, 75, of Tomah — 
grew up in Greenwood. All four 
served in the U.S. Army during 
the Vietnam War era.

Ray Johnson began the ap-
plication process in 2016, Dale 
Johnson said.

La Crosse-based Freedom 
Honor Flight has offered flights 
twice per year since 2008 for 
veterans from Wisconsin, Min-
nesota and Iowa to visit veter-
ans’ memorials in Washington 

during a day trip.
“I think it took close to three 

years before we got selected,” 
said Harry Johnson, who served 
two years of active duty in Korea 
in the mid-1960s.

But from the start, one thing 
was certain: The Honor Flight 
would be a family trip, Dale 
Johnson said Monday: “We 
decided when this came up that 
we’d like to all go together as 
brothers.”

“Not only do they have a 
strong bond, but they’re very 
good friends,” said Ginny John-
son, Dale Johnson’s wife.

Another longtime family 
friend, Air Force veteran Danny 
Rossow of Greenwood, also 
accompanied the brothers.

The five veterans were 
bumped back in line several 
times, since World War II and 
terminally ill veterans are given 
first priority, Dale Johnson said.

Each veteran flies with a 
guardian. Dale Johnson brought 
his daughter, Ann Mewhorter, 
and his three brothers brought 
their sons, Dale said.

About 95 veterans left La 
Crosse Saturday morning, and 
just an hour and 45 minutes lat-
er, they landed at the Reagan Na-
tional Airport in Arlington, Va.

brOTHerLy bONd
Four siblings, all veterans, take Honor Flight to Washington, D.C.

Dale Johnson of Eau Claire and his daughter, Ann 
Mewhorter, stand in front of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. on Saturday. Johnson, a Vietnam 
War-era veteran, took an Honor Flight with his three 
brothers to Washington Saturday from La Crosse.

Photos courtesy of Ann Mewhorter

From left to right, Army veterans and brothers Sam, Ray, Dale and Harry Johnson stand in front of the Washington Monument in 
Washington, D.C., on Saturday.

By Ryan Patterson

Leader-Telegram Staff

Kayde Langer had planned a low-
key Sunday in anticipation for her 
21st birthday Monday. Those plans 
changed abruptly when Langer saw 
the racist message on her dorm 
room door Sunday morning.

The message, written in perma-
nent marker on a paper avocado 
Langer had taped to her door, read 
“go back to the rez,” followed by a 
racial slur. Langer, a junior who is 
Red Lake Ojibwe, reacted with sur-
prise and anger.

Langer had “pushed things under 
the rug before” but did not do so 
this time, tweeting a picture of the 

door Sunday afternoon.
Her tweet received significant at-

tention. In response, UW-Eau Claire 
Chancellor Jim Schmidt tweeted, in 
part, Sunday evening: “There is no 
place for hate speech [at] UWEau-
Claire. The racist who wrote this 
despicable comment is not welcome 
on this campus.”

Schmidt issued a full statement 
Monday afternoon informing 
students, faculty and staff that the 
university is conducting a multi-de-
partment investigation into the 
incident. The investigation includes 
the dean of students, the Bias Inci-
dent Response Team, the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs and Housing 
and Residence Life along with aid 
from UW-Eau Claire police.

Schmidt condemned all forms of 
racism and hate speech on campus.

UW-EC probes racist message toward student
Langer found slur 
on door Sunday

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

UW-Eau Claire junior Kayde Langer, who is Red 
Lake Ojibwe, talks Monday about the racist message 
scrawled on her dorm room door on Sunday. View 
more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.See UW-EC  Page 2A

See BROTHERS  Page 2A


