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unveils new look
Menomonie eatery wins award, 
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» Island getaway  
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By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON — Election clerks 
across the presidential bat-
tleground state of Wisconsin 
rushed to mail absentee ballots 
Tuesday, less than 24 hours after 
the state Supreme Court lifted 
a temporary freeze on sending 
them while it considered a legal 
challenge.

“Oh, we’re busy,” said Wen-
dy Helgeson, the Outagamie 
County town of Greenville clerk 
who also serves as president of 
the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks 
Association.

More than 1,850 clerks in 
municipalities big and small 
were working to meet a Thurs-

day deadline in state law to 
mail ballots to the more than 1 
million voters who had request-
ed them so far. Absentee ballots 
can be requested until Oct. 29, 
but election officials have urged 
voters to act more quickly given 

the expected large numbers and 
delays with the mail.

The Wisconsin Supreme Court 
on Sept. 10 ordered a stop to all 
mailing of absentee ballots while 
it considered whether the Green 
Party presidential candidate 

should be added. Clerks had start-
ed to mail ballots in some cities, 
while others had to stop massive 
mailings they had ready to go.

The court lifted its freeze just 
before 5 p.m. Monday, declining 
to put Green Party candidate 
Howie Hawkins on the ballot.

In Madison, the state’s 
second-largest city, the clerk’s 
office tweeted pictures of 
employees working to prepare 
ballots just minutes after the 
ruling.

“We are working late so we 
can start mailing out absentee 
ballots first thing in the morn-
ing,” the clerk’s office tweeted 
Monday evening. One image 
showed a sign that said “Rush” 
on a line of folders.

Clerks also face a Saturday 
deadline in federal law to send 
ballots to military and overseas 
voters.

“I’m working on it right now,” 
Helgeson said of her town’s 
2,500 absentee ballots. “I’m 
trying to post it.”

state clerks rush to mail absentee ballots
Deadline looms 

after state 
Supreme Court 
lifts temporary 

freeze on mailings

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE 
— A year and 
a half ago, 

Dave Markquart 
had never been to 
McDonough Park.

These days the president 
of Markquart Motors can be 
seen at the north side park 
playing pickleball about five 
days a week, often for three 
or more hours a day.

He doesn’t just like his 
newly adopted hobby. He 
is passionate about the 
fast-growing sport that 
combines elements of tennis, 
ping-pong and badminton.

Markquart, 60, credits 
pickleball with improving his 
fitness, widening his circle of 
friends, helping him lose 70 
pounds in the last 18 months 
and adding more fun to his 
life.

After all the game has 
done for him, Markquart is 
returning the favor in a big 
way: Markquart Motors on 
Thursday will donate $50,000 
and pledge another $50,000 
matching donation in 2021 to 
upgrade the park and trans-
form it into an active aging 
fitness area. He also recent-
ly paid for the L.E. Phillips 
YMCA Sports Center to put 
in a new floor on its multi-
sport court that can serve as 
the site of six indoor pickle-
ball courts.

“Pickleball is a big part of 
my life,” Markquart said. “It’s 
good for the community and 
it’s added such a positive 
element to my life. I’m happy 
to support a place I use all 
the time.”

Markquart said his compa-
ny, which has grown from 10 
employees in 1970 to more 
than 425 today, makes it a 
priority to give back to the 
Chippewa Valley, so he was 
excited about the prospect of 
donating to McDonough after 

hearing about plans for the 
park and a Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
grant that would match all 
donations up to $204,578.

“We’ve been blessed with 
very good business for many 
years and when we see op-
portunities to give to some-
body in need or to improve 
the quality of life in the 
community, we try to support 
those causes,” Markquart 
said.

Marilyn Skrivseth, the 

retired UW-Eau Claire ath-
letic director who is leading 
fundraising efforts for the 
McDonough project, called 
Markquart inspirational for 
both his generosity and the 
way pickleball has trans-
formed his life.

“How he has improved his 
health over the last 18 months 
through pickleball and hard 
work has been amazing,” 
Skrivseth said. “He has be-
come a walking poster for the 
benefits of active aging.”

Plans for the active ag-
ing park, which already has 
12 heavily used pickleball 
courts, call for potentially 
adding walking trails, bocce 
ball and shuffleboard courts, 
sand volleyball, table tennis, 
sand tennis, bean bag toss, re-
strooms and other amenities 
intended to encourage older 
adults to live healthier, more 
active lives. When folks need 
a rest, benches are planned 
with scenic views of Dells 
Pond.

The Eau Claire City Coun-
cil in January 2019 approved 
plans to add active aging 
features at McDonough, 800 
Centre St.

FOR THE LOVE 
OF PICKLEBALL 

Dave Markquart donation to  
help transform Eau Claire park 

into active aging fitness area

Staff photo by Eric Lindquist

Dave Markquart, president of Markquart Motors, poses Tuesday at McDonough Park in Eau Claire. His passion for the fast-grow-
ing sport fueled his desire to have the company pledge $100,000 to improvements at the park.

If You Go
• A check presentation cer-

emony for Markquart Mo-
tors’ $50,000 donation to 
the McDonough Park active 
aging project is scheduled 
at 1 p.m. Thursday at the 
park, 800 Centre St.

To Donate
Tax-deductible donations 

to the McDonough Park proj-
ect can be mailed to: Com-
munity Parks Association, 
Active Aging Fitness Park at 
McDonough, P.O. Box 741, 
Eau Claire, WI 54703-0741.

Associated Press

In this April 8 file photo, a City of Milwaukee Election Commission 
worker processes and sorts absentee ballots for Wisconsin’s primary 
election, in downtown Milwaukee.
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MADISON (AP) — 
UW-Madison officials 
made the right decision to 
reopen the campus even 
though there’s been a surge 
of COVID-19 cases among 
students and 
university 
employees, 
Gov. Tony 
Evers said 
Tuesday.

The state’s 
flagship 
university 
reopened Sept. 
2 after officials sent students 
home in March to finish the 
spring semester online. As of 
Tuesday, 2,160 students and 31 
university workers have test-
ed positive for COVID-19. The 
university has been forced to 
suspend in-person classes in 
lieu of online instruction and 
quarantine multiple fraternity 
and sorority houses as well 
as two large dorms. Campus 
leaders voted Monday to can-
cel spring break this coming 
March.

Chancellor Rebecca Blank 
has blamed the outbreak on 
students attending parties, 
refusing to social distance 
and refusing to wear masks. 
She’s been intensely crit-
icized for opening the 
campus for the fall semester 
after other colleges across 
the country that opened ear-
lier saw similar outbreaks. 
She has said students with 
off-campus leases would 
have returned to Madison 
anyway, and in-person in-
struction is the best method 
of education.

evers: UW 
reopening 
was the 
right call

Gov. notes 
massive effort 

to test students, 
trace contacts

Evers
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