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» Priest charged with 
child sex assault
Viroqua resident formerly 
worked at McDonell High 
School. Page 3A

» Chippewa Co. sees 
dip in new virus cases
Ongoing cases, tests given also 
decline in past week. Page 3A
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

A coronavirus flare-up in 
La Crosse County this week 
has health officials warning 
patrons who visited any 
of six area bars or a local 
beach between June 5 and 7 
that they’ve probably been 
exposed to the virus.

Bars are some of the most 
difficult places to keep six 
feet apart from people you 
don’t live with, Eau Claire 
City-County Health Depart-
ment officials said Wednes-
day.

While La Crosse County 
has seen its cases double in 
the last eight days, Eau Claire 
County hasn’t “necessarily 
seen spikes like that because 
of visiting a bar or tavern in 
our community,” said Lieske 
Giese, director of the Eau 
Claire Health Department.

“In Eau Claire, we ex-
pect our bars to follow the 
order,” Giese told report-
ers at a news conference 
Wednesday, referring to 
the countywide order that 
requires businesses to allot 
144 square feet of space for 
each household unit. “Some 
are open, and the expecta-
tion is they’re following all 
the guidance in the order, 
including making sure cloth 
face coverings are worn, 
documenting people at 
those facilities when possi-
ble.”

Eau Claire 
avoids 

bar-linked 
spikes
La Crosse 

County sees 
cases double in 

eight days

ATLANTA (AP) — Prosecu-
tors brought murder charges 
Wednesday against the white 
Atlanta police officer who shot 
Rayshard Brooks in the back, 
saying that Brooks was not a 
deadly threat and that the offi-
cer kicked the wounded black 
man and offered no medical 
treatment for over 2 minutes as 
he lay dying on the ground.

Brooks was holding a stun 
gun he had snatched from 
officers, and he fired it at 
them during the clash, but he 
was running away at the time 
and was 18 feet, 3 inches from 
Officer Garrett Rolfe when 
Rolfe started shooting, District 
Attorney Paul Howard said in 
announcing the charges.

“I got him!” the prosecutor 

quoted Rolfe as saying.
The felony murder 

charge against Rolfe, 27, 
carries life in prison or 
the death penalty, if pros-
ecutors decide to seek 
it. He was also charged 
with 10 other offenses 
punishable by decades 
behind bars.

The decision to prose-
cute came less than five 
days after the killing out-
side a Wendy’s restau-
rant rocked a city — and 
a nation — already roiled 
by the death of George 
Floyd under a police of-
ficer’s knee in Minneapolis late 
last month.

“We’ve concluded at the time 
that Mr. Brooks was shot that 
he did not pose an immediate 
threat of death,” Howard said.

A second officer, Devin 
Brosnan, 26, stood on Brooks’ 
shoulder as he struggled for his 
life, Howard said. Brosnan was 
charged with aggravated assault 

and violating his oath.
The district attorney 

said Brosnan is cooper-
ating with prosecutors 
and will testify, saying 
it was the first time in 
40 such cases in which 
an officer had come 
forward to do so. But 
an attorney for Brosnan 
emphatically denied 
he had agreed to be a 
prosecution witness and 
said he was not pleading 
guilty to anything.

A lawyer for Brooks’ 
widow cautioned that 
the charges were no 

reason to rejoice.
“We shouldn’t have to cel-

ebrate as African Americans 
when we get a piece of justice 
like today. We shouldn’t have to 
celebrate and parade when an 
officer is held accountable,” said 
attorney L. Chris Stewart.

Brooks’ widow, Tomika Miller, 
said it was painful to hear the 
new details of what happened to 

her husband in his final minutes.
“I felt everything that he felt, 

just by hearing what he went 
through, and it hurt. It hurt real-
ly bad,” she said.

The news came on a day of 
rapid developments involving 
race and equal justice. Republi-
cans on Capitol Hill unveiled a 
package of police reform mea-
sures. And the movement to get 
rid of Confederate monuments 
and other racially offensive 
symbols reached America’s 
breakfast table, with the maker 
of Aunt Jemima syrup and pan-
cake mix dropping the 131-year-
old brand.

Brooks’ killing Friday night 
sparked new demonstrations in 
Georgia’s capital against police 
brutality after occasionally 
turbulent protests over Floyd’s 
death had largely died down. At-
lanta Police Chief Erika Shields 
resigned less than 24 hours after 
Brooks died, and the Wendy’s 
restaurant was burned.

ex-officer charged with murder in shooting
If convicted he 
could get life in 
prison or the 
death penalty

By Ryan Patterson

Leader-Telegram staff

As a new professor at 
UW-Eau Claire in 
1986, the first per-

son Robert Baca met was 
Ron Keezer. Baca noticed 
Keezer’s kindness and affable 
personality right away.

“You felt like you were his best friend 
in about two or three sentences,” Baca 
wrote in an email. “He immediately 
tells you all the good things he knows 
about you and gives you his undivided 
attention as if you’re the only person in 
the room.”

The two men began a friendship that 
continued more than three decades, as 
they worked closely together in the uni-
versity Jazz Studies program and were 
involved in many local music events.

Keezer died on Sunday at age 80 but 
left a lasting impression on those he 
encountered, who fondly remembered 
his welcoming attitude, selflessness and 
sense of humor.

“My hope would be that you meet 
someone like (Keezer) in your lifetime,” 
Baca wrote. “You will become a better 

person because of it.”
Like Baca, Quentin Volk 

said Keezer formed im-
mediate connections with 
anyone he encountered.

“You could not meet 
someone who was more 
interested in who you 
were and what you did,” 
Volk said.

Volk is the executive 
director of Eau Claire Jazz 
Inc., a nonprofit that over-
sees the Eau Claire Jazz 
Festival, which Keezer 
helped start in 1967. Volk 
knew Keezer for sever-
al years and found him 
friendly and approach-
able.

“If you ever wanted a fun conversa-
tion, you just met up with him,” Volk 
said. “There was no such thing as a 
quick hello.”

Volk once visited Keezer’s house to 
pick up a book and ended up staying 
for three hours. Keezer showed Volk 
photos, records and regaled him with 
stories of his days as a UW-Eau Claire 
professor, which lasted from 1969 to 
2001.

Keezer was one of the founding 
members of the first UW-Eau Claire 
jazz band and played a crucial role in 

turning the university’s 
Jazz Studies program into 
one of the nation’s best.

Volk said Keezer genu-
inely cared about people, 
and that made him a great 
teacher.

“He found out who 
you were as a person, 
and then he worked with 
that,” Volk said. “He 
helped you find your own 
potential.”

In addition to his 
instructional ability, Baca 
called Keezer, along with 
his son Geoffrey, one of 
the most talented musi-
cians he ever heard.

Geoffrey Keezer, a Grammy-nomi-
nated jazz artist, said a career in music 
was “etched into my DNA” because of 
his upbringing. He began playing piano 
professionally in his father’s band at age 
14 and never looked back.

Geoffrey’s mother, Mary Keezer, 
was a professional musician, music 
teacher and one of the founders of the 
Chippewa Valley Symphony Orches-
tra. She began teaching her son piano 
at age 4. She died on March 31 of this 
year after more than 54 years of mar-
riage to Ron.

LASTING LEGACY
Ron Keezer remembered for love of people, music

File Photo

Ron Keezer, far left, plays drums during the dedication of the John L. Buchholz Jazz Library in July 2012 in the UW-Eau Claire 
Haas Fine Arts Center. Keezer died Sunday at age 80. Other musicians, from left, are Jeremy Boettcher, Jiggs Whigham, Bob 
Baca and Geoffrey Keezer.
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