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POT OF 
GOLD

KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW 
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS

MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

By Jerry Poling

Special to the Leader-Telegram

T
he more than 
two feet of snow 
that fell in early 

February chilled north-
western Wisconsin, but 
it warmed the hearts of 
some Chippewa Valley 
residents — the several 
hundred who annually 
ski the American Birke-
beiner.

The windfall of snowfall 
has turned an iffy Birkie — 
trail conditions up north were 
marginal in January — into 
a Birkie that will have snow 
aplenty. The 45th running 
of North America’s largest 
ski marathon, from Cable 
to downtown Hayward, will 
be Saturday, with other ski 
events beginning today in 
Hayward.

Diehard Birkie skiers like 
Karen Possley of Chippewa 
Falls kept the faith throughout 
January. She persisted with her 
training, hoping along with 
the 10,000 other entrants from 
49 states and 23 countries that 
there wouldn’t be a repeat of 
2017 or 2000, when the race 
was canceled for lack of snow 
and other years when it was 
shortened.

“The Birkie organizers were 
getting a little anxious. With 
all the snow, Saturday will be 
a happy day in Birkieland,” 
Possley said.

The trail had about a 20-
inch base and was in “fan-
tastic” shape even before the 
snow that fell Wednesday, 
Executive Director Ben Popp 
said. There’s so much that 
groomers plan to plow off 
most of the new snow this 
week to keep the trail firm, 
Popp said. Additional snow 
is in the forecast for Saturday 
afternoon.

Possley, 63, will be skiing 
her 25th Birkie. She’s also 
completed six half-marathon 
Kortelopets. The Kortelopet, 

previously coinciding with the 
Birkie, was moved to Friday 
beginning last year.

Despite virtually no snow 
in the Chippewa Valley most 
of January and not a lot more 
up north, Possley feels she’s 
ready for the trek through the 
north woods and across Lake 
Hayward to the Main Street 
finish in Hayward. The retired 
Stanley-Boyd teacher took 
frequent trips in January to the 
Birkie Trail and to northern 

Michigan to train.
She’s done five races already 

this winter, including the 
50-kilometer Noquemanon in 
Marquette, Mich., a race that 
was 17 below at the start. She’s 
done all 21 of the Noqueman-
ons, many of them with Cheri 
Uelmen, who died in 2014, and 
Bob Burch, both of Eau Claire. 
Possley and Uelmen attended 
Northern Michigan University 
in Marquette.

Snow happy up north
CF skier excited 

about Birkie 
conditions

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

American Birkebeiner skier Karen Possley of Chippewa Falls, 
shown here at Tower Ridge on Monday, will be skiing her 25th 
Birkie on Saturday between Cable and Hayward. View more photos 
at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com

By Joe Knight

Leader-Telegram correspondent

When Will Andresen and 
his two children take off 
from the starting line of this 
year’s American Birkebeiner 
cross-country ski race Satur-
day, they will travel back in 
time to honor a deceased fam-
ily member who was proud of 
his Norwegian heritage and 
skiing.

The trio, which in addition 
to the 58-year-old Will, his 
daughter Carolyn Warren, 
29, and son his son David, 31, 
will leave their modern skis 
and lycra suits at home and 
suit up instead in the clothing 
Norwegian warriors would 
have donned 800 years ago. 
They will be among the more 
than 10,000 skiers as they 
re-enact the rescue of a young 
prince in 1206, who was car-
ried to safety over mountains 
by warriors in the midst of a 
civil war.

Whether the young prince’s 
mom, Inga, skied along with 
them is unclear, but in this 
modern re-enactment, Inga, 
played by Carolyn, will be 
there. Her six-month old son, 
Axel, will make a late appear-
ance as Prince Haakon, as 
they all ski down Main Street 
in Hayward at the conclusion 
of the 34-mile route.

As they ski that route, Da-
vid and Carolyn, who, along 
with their dad, live in Iron-
wood, Mich., said they will be 
thinking of their Norwegian 
heritage and their bestefar, 
or grandfather, the late Karl 
Andresen.

Karl, who grew up in 
Norway, was a political 
science professor at UW-Eau 
Claire and one of the original 
skiers in the Birkebeiner. He 
founded the Eau Claire Ski 
Striders club, which promotes 
cross-country skiing, and 
helped design the cross-coun-
try trail system at Tower 
Ridge in the town of Seymour 
just east of Eau Claire. The 
system recently was named 
for him.

“We thought it would be a 
cool tribute to him, and for 
our Norwegian heritage,” Car-
olyn said. “It will kind of feel 
right to have a different type 
of Birkie experience.”

honoring 
the past

Norwegian garb 
pays homage to 
family member

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
The Gordy’s Market Inc. 
grocery store in Ladysmith 
has officially been sold.

Chippewa County Judge 
James 
Isaacson 
approved 
the sale 
of the 
store 
during a short court pro-
ceeding Wednesday morn-
ing. Isaacson said the sale 
allows the store to maintain 
operations without inter-
ruption.

“These groceries have a 
short shelf life,” Isaacson 
said. “The employees need 
to keep getting paychecks. 
This is best for all in-
volved.”

Receiver Michael Polsky 
— a Milwaukee-based 
attorney appointed to over-
see dissolving the grocery 
chain and selling off its as-
sets in the wake of a $46.2 
million lawsuit filed by a 
food distributor — reached 
the agreement earlier this 
month to sell off the assets 
of the Ladysmith store, lo-
cated at 400 W. 9th Street.

Gordy’s 
Ladysmith 
store sold

No attempt 
made to block 

auction

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

BLOOMER —The Bloomer 
Police Commission met with 
Police Chief Jared Zwiefelhofer 
Wednesday night about three 
hunting citations that occurred 
in November, where he shot a 
buck with a gun in bow-hunt-
ing season, then initially lied 
to wardens about using the 
weapon.

Commission chairman Peter 
Gehring said they have re-
ceived a formal 
complaint about 
Zwiefelhofer, and 
they will inves-
tigate the matter 
and discuss it at a 
future meeting.

Zwiefelhofer 
pleaded no con-
test to the three 
hunting citations 
on Feb. 5: improperly placing 
bait, possessing a deer killed 
without bow on an archer tag, 
and operating an ATV with a 
loaded firearm. As a result of 
the convictions, Zwiefelhofer’s 

DNR privileges are suspended 
for two years and he must pay 
$878 in fines and court costs.

The Leader-Telegram sub-
mitted an open records request 
to the Department of Natural 
Resources to obtain a copy of 
the incident report. The DNR 
provided a copy of the report 
Wednesday afternoon.

The complaint states that a 
hunter told DNR wardens he 
was in his hunting blind when 
he heard three gun shots fired 
together, then another single 
shot, on Saturday, Nov. 10, at 
approximately 3:50 p.m.

About five minutes later, a 
small, four-point buck limped 

by him, with blood trickling 
down one of its legs. At that 
time, the hunter sent a text to 
the DNR, telling them of a likely 
hunting violation. About 20 
minutes after that, Zwiefelhofer 
approached his hunting blind 
and asked him he had seen the 
injured deer. Zwiefelhofer apol-
ogized to him and walked away.

The DNR warden arrived at 
the scene, and together with 
the eye witness, they followed 
the deer’s blood trail back-
ward. They also came across 
Zwiefelhofer’s boot prints. 
They followed the trail back to 
Zwiefelhofer’s property. 

bloomer Police Commission to interview chief over hunting citations
Complaint offers 
details of Nov. 10 

incident

Zwiefelhofer
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Birkie Facts
The 45th annual American Birkebeiner cross-coun-

try ski race activities will be today to Saturday 

between Cable and Hayward, with the marathon 50K 

skate and 55K classic races Saturday.

Skiers — 13,500 for all events

Volunteers —2,845

Spectators — 25,000 to 30,000

Skier states — 49

Skier countries — 23

Truck loads of snow Main Street — 68

Aid stations — 8

Bananas — 5,500

Cookies — 42,000

Portable toilets — 220

Lakes — 1

Miles of groomed trails — 50-plus

Cities, townships and counties — 9

Source: www.birkie.com
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See RACE  Page 2A
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