
By Juan A. Lozano and 
Nomaan Merchant

Associated Press

HOUSTON — The last 
chance for the public to say 
goodbye to George Floyd drew 
thousands of mourners Monday 
to a church in Houston where 
he grew up, as his death two 
weeks ago continues to stoke 
protests in America and be-
yond over racial injustice, and 
spurred France to abruptly halt 
the use of police choke holds.

In a reflection of the weight 
of the moment, the service drew 
the families of black victims in 
other high-profile killings whose 
names have become seared in 
America’s conversation over 
race — among them Eric Gar-
ner, Michael Brown, Ahmaud 

Arbery and Trayvon Martin.
“It just hurts,” said Philonise 

Floyd, George Floyd’s brother, 
sobbing as he ticked off some of 

their names outside The Foun-
tain of Praise church. “We will 
get justice. We will get it. We 
will not let this door close.”

Under a blazing Texas sun, 
mourners wearing T-shirts with 
Floyd’s picture or the words “I 
Can’t Breathe” — the phrase he 
said repeatedly while pinned 
down by a Minneapolis police 
officer — waited for hours to pay 
their respects as Floyd’s body, 
dressed in a brown suit, lay in an 
open gold-colored casket. Some 
sang “Lean on Me” and Hous-
ton’s police chief bumped fists 
and embraced others in line.

Some knew Floyd in the 
nearby housing projects where 
he grew up. Others traveled for 
hours or drove in from other 
states. Those who couldn’t 
make it whipped up their own 
tributes: In Los Angeles, a 
funeral-style procession of cars 
inched through downtown as 
the viewing began in Houston. 
In Tennessee, residents of Mem-
phis held a moment of silence.
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» Doors to reopen soon
Children’s Museum targets July 
1 reopening. Page 3A
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COVID-19 crisis
Local firm makes molds for 
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Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A farmer uses horse-drawn equipment to cut hay recently along Highway 27 north of Augusta. View more photos at  
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Beachgoers have a low risk of catching 
COVID-19 at public beaches and swimming 
areas in Eau Claire County this summer 
— as long as they stay at least 6 feet away 
from other household groups, county health 
officials have said this month.

The Eau Claire City-County Health De-
partment isn’t planning to make beachgoers 
follow specific beach-related guidelines, 
department director Lieske Giese said at a 
Monday news conference, as temperatures 
in Eau Claire topped 90 degrees in the 
afternoon.

But they’ll be asked to follow the county-
wide health order’s rules for socializing 
in groups: No more than 20 people at any 
given gathering, and household units must 
stay at least 6 feet apart. The restrictions 
are aimed at limiting the transmission of 
the novel coronavirus.

“As long as we see this disease not pro-
gressing rapidly, we’re hoping (beaches) 
continue to be a place that we can all enjoy 
this summer,” Giese said Monday.

There’s no evidence that COVID-19 can 
spread via water in pools, hot tubs or bod-
ies of water, according to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. Also, in 
pools, chlorine or bromine used to disinfect 
the water “should inactivate the virus,” the 
CDC said.

The risk of visiting the beach depends 
completely on how well family units can 

keep a distance from each other, Giese said 
Friday.

“Going to a place with lots of people 
close in contact, (where) physical distance 
can’t be maintained, that’s a concern,” she 
said.

Wearing cloth face masks isn’t required 

in the countywide order. The Health De-
partment recommends people use them 
except while they’re in the water because “a 
face covering getting wet is not protective,” 
Giese said.

Beaches low-risk if 
distancing followed

Officials: Six-foot rule is 
measure of risk outdoors

Staff file photo

Seven-year-old Robbie Harrington of Eau Claire catches a ball in mid-air after jumping off 
a dock in July 2017 on the beach of Lake Altoona County Park. Eau Claire County health 
officials said Monday that the risk of coronavirus transmission at beaches and outdoor 
bodies of water depends on how well family units follow social distancing rules, noting that 
the virus likely can’t be transmitted through the water.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Residents petitioning the 
city to speed up its time 
frame for equipping Eau 
Claire police officers with 
body-worn cameras pleaded 
their case Monday night to 
the City Council.

Organizers claim that 
1,950 people so far have 
signed the petition that asks 
the city to buy the equip-
ment next year, as opposed 
to plans to get them between 
2022 and 2023.

“The time line for the 
body cameras should be 
moved up significantly,” 
Eau Claire resident Jennifer 
Goldbach told the council 
via teleconference.

Not only would the cam-
eras be good for residents by 
creating more transparency 
in local law enforcement, 
but also as tools for police 
officer training and evidence 
in court cases, she said.

The request comes after 
several rallies on racial 
injustice have happened in 
Eau Claire in response to 
the May 25 death of Minne-
apolis man George Floyd. A 
Minneapolis police officer 
knelt on Floyd’s neck for 
nearly nine minutes while 
the man was on the ground 
and handcuffed. The officer 
and three others were fired 
and now face criminal 
charges. Protests and nation-
wide debates over policing 
policies and institutional 
racism were inspired by 
Floyd’s death.
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Thousands mourn Floyd in Texas
Death prompts 
calls for reform

Associated Press

Mourners pass by the casket of George Floyd during a public visita-
tion Monday at The Fountain of Praise church in Houston.
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Petition 
seeks 

police body 
cameras

Residents call 
on city to buy 

equipment  
in 2021
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