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» UW-EC tree project 
takes root
Effort involves K-12 students 
and climate research. Page 3A

» Colfax teen starts 
maple syrup business
Wanish Sugar Bush sells prod-
ucts through dozens of stores.
Page 4B

Tomorrow
Longtime local 
barber retiring
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — Af-
ter years of planning, con-
struction on the new Chippe-
wa Area History Center will 
begin today, with a hope that 
it can open its doors by late 
2021 or spring 2022.

The $3.5 million, two-lev-
el building, is expected to 
be about 19,000 square feet 
in size. A groundbreaking 
ceremony will be at 4:30 p.m. 
today.

In 2015, the Chippewa 
County Historical Society 
purchased the former Dairy 
Queen restaurant at 12 
Bridgewater Ave., which was 
last used by Piff’s Pizza. The 
site, adjacent to the entrance 
to Irvine Park and across 
from the Bernard F. Willi Mu-
nicipal Pool, was considered 
an ideal, central location for 
the building, said Historical 
Society President Dave Gor-
don, who has been working 
on the project for more than 
a decade. The empty restau-
rant was razed in April 2016.

After purchasing the lot, 
the group launched its capital 
campaign. They are now at 
80% of the estimated con-
struction cost — about $2.8 
million — between cash-in-
hand or pledges, so they have 
opted to move forward, he 
said.

“It is very exciting. Two 
weeks ago, when I saw they 
were moving dirt, I sent an 
email to the board saying, 
‘Pinch me to make sure I’m 
awake,’” Gordon said. “When 
you start a project like this, 
you’re never sure how it 
will go. This community is 
very supportive, and willing 
to support things that are 
important.”

Frank Smoot, who is devel-
oping the museum, agreed 
that the land purchase really 
got the ball rolling.

“That was the first big step; 
that made it real,” Smoot 
said. “The people in our area 
have been so supportive, so 
generous, it’s going well in a 
challenging environment. I 
don’t know if there is a more 
prominent lot in town.”

The building was designed 
by Chippewa Falls-based CBS 
Squared architect firm. Con-
struction is expected to take 
14 months.

“We’ve designed a building 
that will be useful for presen-
tations, for kids, and lots of 
fun,” Smoot said. “It will be a 
big, impressive museum.”

Attorney David Raihle, 
who is co-chair of the capital 
campaign, said the building 
is designed to look just like 
the old Chippewa Lumber & 
Boom Company mill. That 
building boasted it had the 
largest saw mill under one 
roof in the world, with up to 
175 saws that would be run-
ning at a time. However, the 
mill closed in 1910.

“It was the inspiration for 

the design of (the museum),” 
Raihle said. “And we’ll have 
an observation deck, where 
you’ll be able to see all the 
way across Chippewa Falls 
and into Lake Hallie.”

Raihle noted that they 
raised the money without the 
assistance of a professional 
fundraising committee.

“We’ve had some signifi-
cant people step forward to 
help us in the waning days 
of our (capital) campaign,” 
Raihle said. “This community 
just continues to give.”

The Chippewa County 
Historical Society has been 
operating out of a building at 
123 Allen St. on the city’s East 
Hill for nearly 30 years. It has 
typically only been open on 
Tuesdays. However, that loca-
tion hasn’t suited their needs, 
and it lacks wheelchair and 
handicap accessibility.

“Were very thankful to 
Notre Dame for letting us 
use their convent,” Gordon 
explained. “But it was a lot 
of small rooms, and it didn’t 

have air conditioning. It was 
hard to store artifacts.”

The new museum also will 
be the home of the Chippewa 
County Genealogical Society.

“We’re excited to tell the 
history of Chippewa Falls and 
Chippewa County. We want 
to tell people the impact this 
tiny town has had on the 
world.”

Raihle envisions how 
the new museum, with its 
proximity to Leinenkugel’s 
Brewing Company and Irvine 
Park, will be a tourism draw 
to the north side of the city.

“This is a community 
asset,” he said. “We believe 
this will draw people to the 
community.”

Today’s event will be 
outdoors, and attendees will 
be expected to follow social 
distancing guidelines.

Anyone interested in 
contributing to the project 
should call Gordon at 715-
222-1170.

Contact: chris.vetter@ecpc.
com

CHIPPEWA FALLS

Celebrating the past 
and the future

Groundbreaking 
ceremony today 

for historical 
center

Staff photo by Chris Vetter

The Chippewa Area History Center will be constructed on a lot adjacent to the entrance of Irvine 
Park, along Bridgewater Avenue, in Chippewa Falls. A groundbreaking ceremony for the $3.5 
million project will be held today.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — The 
organization that represents 
Eau Claire area businesses 
will decide in one week how 
it stands on a controversial 
proposed public health 
ordinance.

Dave Minor, president and 
CEO of the Eau Claire Area 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
he’s heard from members for 
and against legislation that 
county and 
city officials 
are scheduled 
to vote on 
next month.

“This is a 
very heated 
subject,” he 
said Friday 
during a vir-
tual town hall 
meeting. “I have talked to a 
lot of our investors on both 
sides of this issue.”

The chamber emailed 
a survey on Tuesday to 
members to gauge sentiment 
and had a 26% response 
rate by Friday, Minor said. 
Information from the survey, 
the virtual town hall and a 
recommendation from the 
chamber’s own government 
affairs committee will all be 
considered when the orga-
nization decides its official 
stance on the proposed 
ordinance.

Chamber 
will decide 

stance 
next week 
Businesses seen 

as important 
players in 

COVID-19 control

Minor

By Darlene Superville, Will 
Weissert and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Sunday that 
confirmation of his Supreme 
Court nominee Amy Coney 
Barrett will go “quickly” but 
his Democratic rival, Joe Biden, 
implored the Republican-led 
Senate to hold off on voting 
on her nomination until after 
the Nov. 3 election to “let the 
people decide.”

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the White House, the 
president spotlighted Barrett’s 
Roman Catholic religion, 
portraying her as a victim of 
attacks on her faith. But it’s her 
conservative approach to the 
law, particularly health care 
access that is drawing opposi-
tion from Democrats, not her 
private beliefs.

“It’s a disgrace,” Trump said. 
He vowed she will be con-
firmed “very quickly.”

Trump’s announcement of 

Barrett for the seat held by the 
late Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg is launching a high-stakes, 
fast-track election season fight 
over confirmation of a conser-
vative judge who is expected 
to shift the court rightward as 
it reviews health care, abortion 
access and other hot-button 
issues.

Biden on Sunday appealed di-

rectly to his former colleagues 
in the Senate to “take a step 
back from the brink.”

Biden urged Senate Repub-
licans not to fan a controversy 
during an already tumultuous 
election year for a country 
reeling from the coronavirus 
crisis, a struggling economy 
and protests over racial injus-
tice. If Trump wins the election, 

his nominee should have a vote, 
Biden said, but if he wins the 
presidency, he should choose 
the next justice.

“This is time to de-escalate,” 
Biden said in Wilmington, 
Delaware.

No justice has ever been con-
firmed to the Supreme Court so 
close to a presidential election 
with early voting already un-
derway in some states. Repub-
licans believe the fight ahead 
will boost voter enthusiasm 
for Trump and Senate Repub-
licans at serious risk of losing 
their majority. Democrats warn 
Barrett’s confirmation would 
almost certainly undo Ameri-
cans’ health care protections as 
the high court takes up a case 
against the Affordable Care Act 
in the fall.

According to a national 
poll by The New York Times 
and Siena College that was 
released Sunday, a clear 
majority — 56% — of voters 
believes the winner of the Nov. 
3 presidential election should 
fill Ginsburg’s seat, versus 41% 
who said Trump should as the 
current president. 

Trump vows quick vote for court pick
Biden urges delay 
until after election

Associated Press

Judge Amy Coney Barrett speaks after President Donald Trump 
announced Barrett as his nominee to the Supreme Court on 
Saturday in the Rose Garden at the White House, Saturday in 
Washington.
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