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» ASL interpreter 
gauges COVID-19’s 
effect
The virus has required her to 
learn new words and phrases. 
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» State sees 830 new 
COVID-19 cases
Eau Claire County’s second 
death from virus reported. 
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» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore.  — Top 
leaders in the U.S. House said 
Sunday they were “alarmed” 
by the Trump administration’s 
tactics against protesters in 
Portland, Oregon, and other cit-
ies, including Washington, D.C., 
and called on federal inspectors 
general investigate.

“This is a matter of utmost 
urgency,” wrote House Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Jerrold 
Nadler, D-New York, Homeland 
Security Committee Chairman 
Bennie G. Thompson, D-Missis-
sippi, and Oversight and Reform 
Committee Chairwoman Car-
olyn B. Maloney, D-New York, 
in a letter to the inspectors 
general of Department of Justice 
and Department of Homeland 
Security.

The Democratic lawmakers 
are seeking an investigation 
“into the use of federal law 
enforcement agencies by the At-
torney General and the Acting 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
to suppress First Amendment 
protected activities in Washing-
ton, D.C., Portland, and other 
communities across the United 
States.”

The mayor of Oregon’s largest 

city said Sunday the presence 
of federal agents is exacerbat-
ing tensions in Portland, which 
has seen nearly two months of 
nightly protests since the killing 
of George Floyd in Minneapolis.

Speaking on CNN’s “State of 
the Union,” Democratic Mayor 
Ted Wheeler said federal offi-
cers “are not wanted here. We 

haven’t asked them here. In fact, 
we want them to leave.”

President Donald Trump has 
decried the demonstrations, and 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Chad Wolf blasted the protest-
ers as “lawless anarchists” in a 
visit to the city on Thursday.

“We are trying to help Port-
land, not hurt it,” Trump tweet-

ed Sunday. “Their leadership 
has, for months, lost control 
of the anarchists and agitators. 
They are missing in action. We 
must protect Federal property, 
AND OUR PEOPLE. These 
were not merely protesters, 
these are the real deal!”

Late Saturday, protesters 
broke into a building, set it on 
fire and started dumpster fires, 
police said.

The fire at the Portland Police 
Association building was put 
out a short time later, Portland 
police said on Twitter. The de-
partment declared the gathering 
a riot and began working to 
clear the area in North Portland.

“As the crowd was dispersed, 
several people in the crowd 
were arrested and officers 
were able to extinguish the fire. 
Portland Police did not use any 
CS gas,” the bureau said in a 
statement early Sunday.

Police said protesters had first 
gathered at the Portland Police 
Bureau’s North Precinct, vandal-
izing patrol vehicles and taunting 
officers as they reported for 
work. Police dispersed the group, 
which then went to the Portland 
Police Association building.

By Nate Jackson

The Country Today

Poor weather kept an airplane from 
taking off to fly a banner heralding the 
good news in the sky over a Trempeleau 
County farm.

Pastor Mary Ann Bowman quickly 
came up with the backup plan with the 
help of one of Brad Goplin’s Holsteins 
and some red paint.

In big red numbers, “15,000” was 
painted on one side of a black-and-white 
cow.

Holding a sign for Curds for Kids — a 
local fundraiser created to help farmers 
and feed schoolchildren — Goplin stood 
next to his Holstein.

A camera recorded the scene for an 
internet program called “Returning the 
Favor,” which recognizes charitable 
people every week and presents them 
with a surprise reward to further their 

efforts.
The Internet show’s host, Mike Rowe, 

who also created the Discovery Channel 
program “Dirty Jobs,” was surprised to 
see the last-minute, improvised way to 
advertise the contribution.

“Holy cow,” he said, while on a video 
call with Curds for Kids creators Jackie 
Goplin and Beth Stay.

The duo were also surprised as the 
Holstein was ushered through a small 
group assembled in the farm field for 
the filming of the show that appears on 
Facebook. Smiling and clapping for the 
walking bovine billboard, the two were 
grateful to get the $15,000 donation to 
their nonprofit organization, which sup-
plies cheese curds for school lunches in 
an effort to help dairy farmers and feed 
hungry children.

• • •
Since going live on April 8, Curds for 

Kids has raised more than $50,000 and 
has delivered about 16,500 pounds of 
cheese curds from plants representing 
800 local farmers. Curds for Kids has 
distributed the curds through six Trem-
pealeau County schools, feeding more 
than 3,000 kids a week, and supplies 

several food pantries with curds.
“It was a huge leap of faith when we 

started this,” Jackie Goplin said. “We 
had no idea if anyone had any money to 
give.”

But in the first two weeks of the 
program, Curds for Kids raised about 
$20,000.

“At that point, we were like, ‘We can 
do this. And, hopefully, we can finish the 
summer,’” Jackie Goplin said.

Rowe’s surprise donation would allow 
them to keep the program going through 
the summer with less focus on fundrais-
ing efforts, Goplin said.

“At the beginning, we didn’t have a 
big vision,” Stay said. “We were react-
ing to this horrible situation of farmers 
dumping milk coinciding with students 
being hungry.

“We had to do something about that. 
And we weren’t the only people who 
wanted to do something, and that’s why 
people have done such an incredible job 
of supporting us financially. All we did 
was provide the framework to allow the 
dollars to flow from the community to 

By Anthony Izaguirre
Associated Press

CHARLESTON, W. Va.  
— Wanted: Poll workers 
willing to brave a global 
pandemic in November.

Governments across the 
country are scrambling to 
find people to staff polling 
places for the presidential 
election this fall as the 
coronavirus sows doubt 
about how safe it will be to 
cast a ballot in person and 
thins out an already scarce 
pool of workers.

Recruitment efforts are 
increasingly targeting 
younger people, who are 
less at risk of developing 
serious illness from the 
virus, as officials and advo-
cates aim strategies toward 
professional associations, 
students and sports teams 
to make sure election sites 
stay open. Still, a big un-
known remains.

“Everything having to 
do with this election will 
be determined by where 
we are with the virus, and 
obviously, indicators are 
not very encouraging,” 
said Neil Albrecht, former 
executive director of the 
Milwaukee election com-
mission, which had worker 
shortages and was forced 
to shutter all but five of the 
city’s 180 polling places 
earlier this year.

‘Holy cow’

Trempealeau County 
women recognized for 
Curds for Kids efforts

Submitted photo

Brad Goplin and his Holstein helped the “Returning the Favor” staff improvise when an airplane pulling a banner that was to 
reveal a $15,000 donation to Curds for Kids wasn’t able to fly due to the weather.

Tactics against protesters alarm leaders

The Oregonian via AP

Police respond to protesters during a demonstration Friday in Port-
land, Oregon. Militarized federal agents deployed by the president 
to Portland, fired tear gas against protesters again overnight as the 
city’s mayor demanded that the agents be removed and as the state’s 
attorney general vowed to seek a restraining order against them.
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