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INSIDE
 » Trump administra-

tion official says tax 
refunds will go out on 
time despite partial 
government shut-
down/8B

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

Jodi Emerson was excited 
about the experience of her 
first day as a legislator. Emer-
son, D-Eau Claire, was sworn in 
to her Assembly seat Monday 
afternoon.

“It was an absolute honor to 
have my friends and family here, 
and to be sworn in by Justice 
(Rebecca) Dallet,” Emerson said. 
“It was a beautiful ceremony, 
and it was filled with excitement. 
I’m excited about this session. 
There is a lot of excitement in 

the building; I 
heard from a lot of 
people that they 
haven’t felt that 
excitement in a 
while.”

Along with 
Emerson, Jesse 
James, R-Altoona, 
also was sworn in 
to office for the 
first time. The former Altoona 
police chief resigned his post 

last week ahead of 
being sworn in as 
Assemblyman. He 
was joined by 10 
friends and family 
members, includ-
ing all four of his 
children.

“I’m very excit-
ed,” James said. 
“I’m very honored 

and blessed to be serving the 
people of the 68th Assembly 

District. The reality hasn’t quite 
set in yet. But with my loved 
ones being down here, making 
the day of it, it was just quite an 
honor.”

With the swearing in and oath 
of office, the legislators took 
turns signing an official book, 
Emerson said. A few people 
spoke, and the legislators did 
some “housekeeping measures” 
of selecting some leaders of the 
party.

“It was very quick,” James said 
with a laugh of his first votes on 

New area legislators 
sworn into office

Excitement runs high as lawmakers 
take care of 1st orders of business

Emerson James

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

M
ADISON — Newly 
sworn-in Wisconsin 
Democratic Gov. Tony 
Evers called for a rejec-

tion of “the tired politics of the 
past” in his inauguration speech 

Monday, urging lawmakers to find 
bipartisan solutions to the biggest 
issues facing the state.

Evers, the state superintendent 
of schools since 2009, took over 
for Republican Scott Walker and 
faces a Republican-controlled Leg-
islature that will oppose many of 
his biggest priorities. Republican 

legislative leaders, also speaking 
on inauguration day, echoed Evers’ 
call for bipartisanship but said 
they wouldn’t back down in the 
face of a new Democratic gover-
nor.

“We must turn the page on the 

Evers takes office, 
urges compromise

Newly sworn-in Dem gov. cautions, “We’ve become content with division”

Associated Press

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers addresses the audience after being sworn in during the inauguration ceremony at the state Capitol Monday in 
Madison.

WISCONSIN INAUGURATION CEREMONIES

See SWORN IN  Page 2A
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By Matthew Daly,  
Catherine Lucey and 

Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
With no breakthrough in 
sight, President Donald 

Trump will 
argue his 
case to the 
nation Tues-
day night 
that a “cri-
sis” at the 
U.S.-Mex-

ico border 
requires the 

long and invulnerable 
wall he’s demanding 
before ending the partial 
government shutdown. 
Hundreds of thousands 
of federal workers face 
missed paychecks Friday 
as the shutdown drags 
through a third week.

Trump  
to make 
border 
case  

on TV
President will 
address the 

nation tonight 
about ‘crisis’

INSIDE
 » Once a rising GOP 

star, Scott Walker 
left governor’s office 
in defeat on Mon-
day/5A

Trump 
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By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

Before they might open 
up selected Eau Claire 

parks to beekeepers, City 
Council members want 
more details as they grap-
ple with how that could 
affect residents who are 
allergic to the insects’ 
stings.

The council discussed 
potential changes Mon-
day night to its ordinance 
that allows beekeeping, 
which are expected to 

come back for a vote later 
this month after undergo-
ing some revision.

“Overall I like the 
direction this is going,” 
Councilman Jeremy Gra-
gert said.

The changes would 
ease requirements for 
people seeking a license 
to have beehives in their 
backyards for personal 

use, while also allowing 
beekeeping in parts of six 
city-owned public spaces.

While overall support-
ive, Gragert, like several 
of his colleagues, said 
he wanted public space 
requirements fleshed out 
more before the ordi-
nance returns for consid-
eration in two weeks.

Beekeepers would 

be required to set up 
barriers around hives in 
parks, which would be 
locked but accessible to 
them and city workers. 
Exactly what form those 
barriers are — a fine 
mesh or wooden fencing, 
for example — is not yet 
specified.

Beehive safety in parks debated
Beekeeping 

law changes to 
come back this 

month

See COUNCIL  Page 2A


