
                  FRIDAY/SATURDAY/SUNDAY • NOVEMBER 6-8, 2020   $2.50

Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram» EAU CLAIRE AND THE CHIPPEWA VALLEY’S LEADING NEWS SOURCE SINCE 1881

72/56     Page 12a

LeaderTeLegram.com
Volume 50 • Number 127 • 4 sections • 40 pages «

SPORTS • Former Rambler Rooney moves to Montana to secure football future/1B

YOUR REGION • Bigger discount proposed for low-income bus riders in Eau Claire/3A

Weekend Edition

Leader-TeLegram

Index
Aces Bridge ........................... 4D
At Home ................................12B
Business ...............................12A
Classifieds ..............................1D
Comics ..................... 1C, 8D, 10D
Community ............................7B
Crossword .. 2D, 5D, 7D, 9D, 11D
Dear Abby ...............7D, 9D, 11D
Getting Out .............................6B
Horoscope .................6D, 7D, 9D
Moments ...............................11D
Opinion ...................................9A
Public notices .................. 5D, 6D
Region ....................................3A
Sports .....................................1B
Sudoku.......................6D, 7D, 9D
Valley Arts .............................8B
Weather ................................12A
Wonderword .............2D, 4D, 6D

» Chippewa County 
Board approves budget
On 8-1 vote levy rises 2%,  
tax rate drops. Page 3A

» COVID survivor  
tells her story
Even mild case disrupted her 
and husband’s lives. Page 10A
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Three veteran 
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display
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AUTUMN 
ACTIVITY

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Jim Erickson blows leaves into a pile before bagging them in his yard along Wilson Street 
on Thursday in Eau Claire. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Listening to Elizabeth 
Steans, the reference 
services manager 

at L.E. Phillips Memorial 
Public Library (LEPMPL), 
there is a palpable sense of 
passion in her 
voice. Au-
thentic excite-
ment, elec-
tricity. She 
loves where 
she works, 
she loves her 
co-workers, 
and she loves 
the mission of 
the library. She hasn’t com-
mitted her life to the library 
to get rich; no librarian is 
in it for the money. “I feel 
fortunate every day, every 
minute, to work here,” she 
says. “I feel very blessed.”

“This library has a staff 
that is dedicated to the work 
they do,” she adds. “Every-
one I work with, everyone in 
the library has the customer 
in mind ... the betterment of 
the community. To contrib-
ute to our mission. There is 
a human life experience that 
is valued by the staff and 
the mission of the library.” 
She pauses to gather her 
thoughts. “It’s like a commit-
ment to society.”

Elizabeth is an Eau Claire 
native and when she talks 
about her childhood, the 
LEPMPL is something of a 
touchstone. It is no mistake 
then, no coincidence, that 
she works in a library as an 
adult. 

SAWDUST STORIES

The 
heart of 
the city

NICKOLAS 
BUTLER

See SAWDUST  Page 2A

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Data this 
week suggests the spread of 
the novel coronavirus in Eau 
Claire County is continuing 
to dramatically worsen, as 
the county added 240 new 
cases of COVID-19 Thursday, 
blowing past its previous 
record of 178 new cases in a 
single day.

The Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department, blocked 
from issuing an enforceable 
public health order, kept 
pleading with people to socially 
distance, wear masks and avoid 
all but the smallest groups of 
people, pointing to rising deaths 
and strained hospitals.

“We had really had today, for 
the first time, a record number 

of cases beyond what I think 
any of us could have imagined,” 
said Lieske Giese, Eau Claire 
City-County Health Department 
director, at a Thursday news 
briefing.

Twelve county residents have 
died of the virus in the last 
week.

The Health Department on 
Thursday did not give more 
information on the most recent 

seven deaths, when asked about 
the patients’ age range or medi-
cal conditions.

“Most of these people have 
been above the age of 65, and 
many have underlying condi-
tions. But again, the cause of 
death was COVID-19,” Giese 
said. 

“Our thoughts go out ... to 
those people who have lost 
loved ones in this way.”

The significant increase in 
COVID-19 deaths since Oct. 1 
is partially due to an extremely 
high volume of new cases, Giese 
said Thursday — but it’s also 
because more cases are being 
concentrated in nursing homes, 
assisted living facilities and sim-
ilar places.

“That means that despite all 
the amazingly hard work those 
facilities have been doing to 
slow spread just like the rest 
of the community, we’re seeing 
cases in those settings as well,” 
Giese said.

‘We are not powerless’
12 die in a week, 
hospitals strained 

in EC County

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A Wisconsin National Guard member administers a COVID-19 test in 
July at the Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds in Chippewa Falls.

See COVID-19  Page 2A

WASHINGTON (AP) — With votes 
still being counted across the nation, 
President Donald Trump on Thursday 
sought to undermine confidence in the 
nation’s election, making unsupport-
ed accusations from the White House 
about the integrity of the results in his 
race against Democrat Joe Biden.

Hours earlier, Biden offered reas-
surances that the counting could be 
trusted, projecting a more presidential 
appearance while urging patience from 
Americans.

The candidates’ sharply contrasting 
postures intensified a national moment 
of uncertainty as the nation and the 
world waited to learn which man would 
collect the 270 electoral votes needed to 
capture the presidency. Trump pursued 
legal options with little success, working 
the phones and escalating efforts to sow 
doubt about the outcome of the race.

His path to victory narrow, Trump 
pushed unsupported allegations of elec-
toral misconduct in a series of tweets and 
insisted the ongoing vote count of ballots 
submitted before and on Election Day 
must cease. And in his first public appear-
ance since late on Election Night, he 
amplified the conspiracy theories amid 
the trappings of presidential power.

“This is a case when they are trying to 
steal an election, they are trying to rig 
an election,” said Trump of Democrats, 
whom he accused of corruption while 
providing no evidence.

He made similar claims about elec-
tion integrity during the 2016 campaign, 
which he went on to win. This time, he 
was speaking not as a candidate, but 
as the sitting president of the United 
States.

Trump, 
Biden take 
contrasting 

tones
Democrat offers 
reassurances on 

counting; president 
makes unsupported 

allegations 

Associated Press

An election worker examines ballots 
as vote counting in the general election 
continues Thursday at State Farm Arena 
in Atlanta.
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