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» Faculty numbers 
down
UW-Stout, UW-Eau Claire see 
decrease in professors from 
2014. Page 3A

» Crimes connected
Authorities in Barron County 
say homicide, fatal crash likely 
related. Page 3A
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SAWDUST STORIES

By Nickolas Butler

Special to the Leader-Telegram

My wife had done her research, 
and that research led us to an 
enchanted property outside of Iron 
River where a celebrated chick-
en-breeder preserves the genetic 
integrity of Icelandic landrace 
chickens (once almost extinct.) 
Why my wife pined for Icelandic 
chickens with such intensity, I 
could not say. Neither of us had 
ever seen one before. Without a 
great deal of fanfare, the breeder 
scooped 35 little chicks into our 
gigantic Tupperware bin, accepted 
our payment and bid us adieu.

We drove home that night chok-
ing on ammonia fumes as those 
little chicks filled that Tupperware 
with fragrant manure. Arriving 
home, we brought the chicks into a 
bathroom, turned on a vent, aimed 
a heat lamp at their little bodies 
and hoped for the best.

That was more than three 

months ago, and our flock has 
shrunk to 27 without a single egg 
being harvested.

In terms of economic boondog-
gles, this chicken experiment ranks 
high on my list of poor personal fi-
nancial decisions. You see, after we 
arrived home with our 35 chirping 
chicks, we realized that we had no 
good coop to house them. Luckily 
for me, and those chickens, my be-
loved father-in-law, Jim, began con-
struction of a coop which he neatly 
fit into one of the three homely 
pole buildings scattered around our 
property. This coop would have: a 
cement floor, electricity, running 
water and a rather large run de-
fined by a tall wire fence. A chicken 
palace, really.

For weeks, Jim handed me a 
receipt from his latest run to a local 
hardware store: lumber, insulation, 
screws, wiring… The costs kept 
mounting and I could not help but 
think that the rest of the world rais-
es chickens on a shoestring, or no 

budget at all. Our chickens were 
being treated like royalty.

I had thought chickens 
would act as our In-Sinker-
ator, vanishing our table 
scraps and subsisting on 
worms and blades of grass. 
And increasingly they have, 
growing more independent 
as foragers. Though, I am 
still making regular 
visits to area feed mills 
where I engage in 
long conversations 
about the protein 
content and 
components of 
various chicken 
feeds.

“Do you want 
organic feed?” 
some kind-
hearted mill 
employee will 
ask me.

Most expensive egg in the world
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By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

A humble veteran wounded 
by a roadside bomb in the 
Iraq war is about to step into 
the spotlight when the “Mil-
itary Makeover” reality TV 
show visits his hometown of 
Strum later this month.

Sgt. Steve Wojcik was 
selected by the Lifetime 
network show to receive a 
makeover of the home he and 
his family have owned since 
moving to Strum in 2010.

Cast and crew members, 
including longtime talk show 
host and 22-year military 
veteran Montel Williams and 
WWE professional wrestling 
star Lacey Evans, will be in 
Strum to complete the reno-
vations from Monday, Sept. 
23, until the “big reveal” at 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 3.

“The whole purpose of this 
is to stop using ‘thank you for 
your service’ as lip service 
and really applying truth to 
that and showing that you 
care,” Williams said. “We are 
offering deserving veterans a 
hand up, not a handout.”

Williams promised that the 
Wojciks’ outdated house at 
136 W. Fir St. will be dramati-
cally transformed during the 
show. The six episodes featur-
ing the Wojciks are expected 
to air on Lifetime in Novem-
ber and December, with the 
first scheduled at 6:30 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 8.

“When families finally 
get to see their houses, they 
are completely blown away, 
not just by the fact that they 
got new stuff, but by people 
coming together to show they 
really care,” Williams said.

Wojcik acknowledged being 
in disbelief since the family 
learned in January they had 
been selected for “Military 
Makeover,” which features 
four families a year.

“It’s extremely humbling 
and my gratitude is over-
whelming,” said Wojcik, 43, a 
Wisconsin State Patrol officer 
since 2008. “There are obvi-
ously many more deserving 
veterans than me.”

Strum residents who know 

Wojcik, however, beg to differ.

Jerry Knudtson, senior vice 

commander of VFW Post 

6550 in Strum, cited Wojcik’s 

military service and his 

family’s extensive community 

involvement in calling the 

Wojciks “very deserving of 

this honor.” Likewise, Strum’s 

village clerk, Michelle Loken, 

said the family is well known 

around town and highly 

deserving, adding, “I’m really 

honored to know them.”

‘Military Makeover’
Lifetime show 

to redo house of 
Strum veteran

Studio 21 photo

Military veteran and Wisconsin State Patrol Officer Steve Wojcik of Strum and his family, from 
left, wife, Terri, and daughters Alyca, Amberlee and Alyson, will be featured on upcoming epi-
sodes of Lifetime’s “Military Makeover.” The family’s home will be renovated as part of the show.

See EGG  Page 2A

See MAKEOVER  Page 2A

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis.  — Wis-
consin open records advo-
cates are getting behind a 
new bill that would give 
the public access to most 
police body camera video, 
after a measure that would 
have sealed such footage 
died last session.

Officer-involved shoot-
ings around the country 
have spurred a national 
push to force police to 
wear body cameras to help 
determine the circum-
stances. Such video can 
end speculation about an 
officer’s actions, poten-
tially sparking or quelling 
public outrage.

The new proposal 
wouldn’t require police 
to use body cameras, but 
it would declare that any 
footage that is captured 
would generally be avail-
able for the public to 
inspect and copy under 
Wisconsin’s open records 
law. The Senate judiciary 
committee has scheduled 
a hearing on the bill for 
Tuesday.

“(The new bill) is dra-
matically better,” said Bill 
Lueders, president of the 
Wisconsin Freedom of 
Information Council. “The 
earlier version created all 
kinds of hoops that author-
ities had to jump through 
before releasing records.”

Body  
camera 

bill
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