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» Protests target  
racist monuments
UW-EC prof: Effort shines light 
on past, sparks discussions. 
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

With the flip of a 
switch Wednesday 
morning, 288 solar 

panels at Huntsinger Farms 
started generating energy. 
Over the course of the year, 
solar power should generate 
about 144,000 kilowatt hours, 
or about 18% of all the energy 
used at the farm each year.

The solar panels were installed over a 
two-week period beginning in late May.

Huntsinger Farms and Silver Spring 
Foods are hosting the 2021 Wisconsin 
Farm Technology Days in Eau Claire 
County on 460 acres, just southwest of 
city limits.

Eric Rygg, Silver Spring Foods pres-
ident, said they decided last year to 
purchase the solar technology.

“I think Farm Technology Days 
was a big factor for us in making this 
investment,” Rygg said. “Being able to 
showcase this, and inspire others, was 
important to us. And we’ll have a year’s 
worth of data to share, and show the 
benefits.”

The farm houses the massive under-
ground horseradish business, with large 
coolers to store and preserve the roots.

“We have 100% humidity in there, so 
the horseradish doesn’t dry out,” Rygg 
explained. “This is just another step 
we’re taking toward sustainability.”

Rygg declined to divulge the cost 
of the system but said he anticipates a 
return on investment in seven or eight 
years. They also have applied for grants 
to help cover the costs.

Tim Dilley, director of business 
development at Hudson-based Carlson 
Electric, installed the system. Dilley said 
the company installs 40 to 50 systems a 
year, and the one installed at Huntsing-
er Farms is the largest allowed by Xcel 
Energy. Dilley said the solar panels are 
great for sustainability and lower the 
farm’s carbon footprint.

However, Dilley said very few of their 
systems have been installed on farms. 
However, policy changes are making it 
easier for farms to look at solar technol-
ogy.

“Farms are ideal because they have 
the land,” Dilley said.

Silver Spring Foods, a subsidiary of 
Huntsinger Farms, is the world’s largest 
grower and processor of horserad-
ish. Rygg said the business has seen a 
123% growth in online sales because 
of shelter-in-place orders, as more 
people are buying their products for 
dining at home. They also purchased 
Detroit-based Brede Foods horseradish 
company in March, allowing for a 12% 
growth in product.

About 40,000 patrons from across the 
state and Midwest are anticipated to 
attend the 2021 Wisconsin Farm Tech-
nology Days. About 500 commercial 
exhibitors will be on hand. The show 
was slated for July 21-23, 2020, but was 
postponed a year because of COVID-19 
concerns.

Contact: chris.vetter@ecpc.com

BRIGHT IDEA
Huntsinger Farms adds solar power in advance of Farm Technology Days

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Eric Rygg, president of Silver Spring Foods, talks Wednesday about their new 288-panel solar power system Wednesday at 
Huntsinger Farms south of Eau Claire. The panels will generate about 18% of the power used on the farm annually. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

In a new county order that 
went into effect today, Eau 
Claire County is loosening 
restrictions on the number of 
people at public gatherings, 
despite some changes in county 
virus data that health officials 
called “concerning.”

The new two-week order, 
which went into effect after 
midnight Wednesday, allows 
people to gather in larger 
groups and loosens other 
restrictions, said Lieske Giese, 
director of the Eau Claire 
City-County Health Depart-
ment:
• Instead of a 50-person limit 
on indoor gatherings and a 
100-person limit outdoors, 
public gatherings in the county 
will be allowed to host up to 100 
people inside and 250 people 
outside.
• Businesses won’t be required 
to provide 144 square feet of 
space for each household unit, 
but will be recommended to 
operate at 50% capacity.
• One-on-one personal services 
won’t be required to close their 
waiting areas, but it’s still rec-
ommended.

Any large public gathering 

still needs to keep six feet 
of distance between house-
hold units, Giese emphasized 
Wednesday at a media confer-
ence.

The new order will be in 
effect through July 8.

Giese said the order will loos-
en restrictions “despite the fact 
that we have some very signifi-
cant public health concerns.”

“We are making some changes 

because our capacity in public 
health and health care remains 
strong,” Giese told reporters 
Wednesday. “We remain very con-
cerned about our disease data and 
we’ll be watching that carefully.”

Increasing cases
Cases continue to rise nearly 

daily in the county, and the 
portion of total tests that come 
back positive is also rising.

That average test-positivi-
ty rate for the last two weeks 
in Eau Claire County is 9.6%, 
according to Health Department 
data. It means almost 10% of 
tests done in those two weeks 
have returned positive.

It’s an uptick since earlier this 
summer: As of June 1, the coun-
ty’s test positivity rate was 4.2%, 
according to county data. It’s 
also significantly higher than the 
state’s overall test positivity rate, 
which has hovered between 2% 
and 4% over the past 14 days.

Three more Eau Claire Coun-
ty residents have tested positive 
for the virus as of Wednesday, 
bringing the county’s total cases 
to 170. An estimated 137 are 
recovered, and over 7,400 have 
tested negative, Giese said. The 
county has recorded one death 
from COVID-19.

The number of county cases 
associated with ‘community 
spread’ — or the number of cas-
es that don’t know where they 
could have contracted COVID-19 
— has dipped from nearly 50% 
in early June down to 25% this 
week. But Giese still calls it a 
“concerning indicator that we 
have community spread.”

“Many of our cases are hap-
pening because people are get-
ting closer than six feet (apart),” 
she said Wednesday, urging 
people to keep their distance 
from others that don’t live with 
them.

Bigger gatherings allowed in new order
Some new virus 

data ‘concerning,’ 
local officials say

Staff photo by Eric Lindquist/

Masked patrons stroll by the temporarily masked “Granny’s Gar-
den” sculpture that greets visitors to the Eau Claire Downtown 
Farmers Market last month in Phoenix Park. The newest Eau Claire 
City-County Health Department public health order — which is in 
effect today and lasts for the next two weeks — loosens restrictions 
on indoor and outdoor gatherings.

By Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire 
City-County Health De-
partment on Wednesday 
morning alerted the pub-
lic to potential COVID-19 
exposure at two Eau Claire 
establishments.

Times and places of poten-
tial exposure include dine-in 
service at Olive Garden, 4920 
Golf Road, from 4 to 9 p.m. 
June 4, 9, 10 and 11 and from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 16 and 17 
at the inside bar at Wagner’s 
Lanes, 2159 Brackett Ave.

Both establishments are 
cooperating with the public 
health investigations and 
following best practices 
for disease prevention, the 
department said, adding that 
the alert was released in 
light of new information that 
members of the public may 
have been exposed and were 
not able to be contacted.

“Anyone who was at these 
establishments on the given 
days and times AND are 
experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19 should contact 
their provider to get tested,” 
the department said in a 
news release.

COVID-19 symptoms 
include cough, fever, sore 
throat, headache, body or 
muscle aches, chills, fatigue, 
vomiting and new loss of 
taste or smell.

County 
reports 

potential 
virus 

exposures
Dates identified 
at Olive Garden, 
Wagner’s Lanes
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