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» Restitution ordered 
for teen’s vandalism
Former Mount Washington 
Residence was damaged.  
Page 3A

» EC Jazz Fest features 
4 co-headliners
Concert highlights event 
presented virtually this year. 
Page 9A

Tomorrow
eC City Council 
names vice  
president
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

WORKING ON 
THE ROOF

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Old roofing materials are removed Monday from the US Bank building, 131 S. Barstow St., in 
downtown Eau Claire. Local company Pablo Properties purchased the six-story building in 2019 
and filed plans for its renovation. Included in those plans is turning offices that make up much 
of the building into apartments.

By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — More 
than $3 million in Eau Claire 
County funds will likely 
move from its 2020 budget 
to 2021 budget.

During its meeting Mon-
day, the county Finance and 
Budget Committee approved 
carrying forward $3.28 mil-
lion from last year’s coun-
ty budget into this year’s 
budget. Of that total, $2.48 
million is from unfinished 
capital projects in eight 
separate departments; just 
over $400,000 is from the 
Chippewa Valley Regional 
Airport fund; about $370,000 
is from the county gener-
al fund, including about 
$242,000 from the Sheriff’s 
Office; and about $34,000 is 
from DHS.

Of the capital projects, 
the three departments with 
the most funds carried 
forward are Facilities, with 
just over $1 million, includ-
ing $880,000 for the con-
struction of a sixth circuit 
courtroom; Information Sys-
tems, with about $590,000; 
and Highway, with about 
$551,000.

The funds being car-
ried forward require final 
approval from the County 
Board during its meeting 
tonight.

General fund update
The committee reviewed 

the county’s estimated 2020 
general fund balance, which 
will not be finalized until at 
least June.

The current unassigned 
balance in the general fund 
is about $12.81 million, well 
above the target figure of 
$11.05 million. That $11.05 
million is the target figure 
because it represents 30% of 
the 2021 general fund spend-
ing, which is $36.82 million.

The next Finance and 
Budget Committee meeting 
is scheduled for May 3.

EAU CLAIRE  
COUNTY

panel OKs 
carrying 
forward 

over $3M 
from 2020
Funds include 

$880K to 
construct sixth 
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By Scott Bauer 
Associated Press

MADISON — Foxconn 
Technology Group, the 
world’s largest electron-
ics maker, has reached a 
new deal with reduced tax 
breaks for its scaled back 
manufacturing facility in 
southeastern Wisconsin, 
Gov. Tony Evers and the 
the company announced on 
Monday.

Details of the new deal 
were not immediately 
released. It was scheduled 
to be approved at a Tuesday 
meeting of the Wisconsin 
Economic Development 
Corp., the state’s top jobs 
agency that previously ne-
gotiated the initial deal with 
Foxconn.

The new deal will reduce 
the potential tax breaks 
by billions of dollars and 
still have potential tax 
breaks worth more than $10 
million for the company, a 
person with knowledge of 
the new contract who was 
not authorized to speak 
publicly about the deal said 
Monday.

The original contract with 
nearly $4 billion in state 
and local tax incentives was 
struck in 2017 by then-Gov. 
Scott Walker. It was based 
on Taiwan-based Foxconn’s 
promise to build a massive 
$10 billion flat screen panel 
manufacturing facility in 
Mount Pleasant, near the 
Illinois border, employing 
up to 13,000 people.

Foxconn, 
Wisconsin 
reach new 
agreement

Project being 
scaled back

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — The 
passenger in a vehicle that 
struck and killed three Girl 
Scouts and a mother in Novem-
ber 2018 was convicted Monday 
for his role in the crash.

John E. Stender, 24, 817 2nd 
Ave., Eau Claire, pleaded no 
contest to harboring/aiding a 
felon-falsifying information in 
Chippewa County Court. A mis-
demeanor charge of intentionally 
abusing a hazardous substance, 
was read-in and dismissed. 
Stender was a passenger in a 
truck driven by Colten Treu, who 
struck the Scouts as they were 

cleaning debris near Highway P 
in the village of Lake Hallie. Treu 
and Stender then drove to their 
house, where they hid the 
truck in a garage. Treu 
was sentenced in March 
2020 to serve 54 years in 
prison.

Judge James Isaacson 
set a sentencing date for 
July 26. Isaacson ordered 
a pre-sentence investiga-
tion, and defense attorney 
Harry Hertel informed Isaacson 
he will seek an alternative PSI. 
The crime is a felony G in Wis-
consin and carries a maximum 
penalty of five years in prison, 
plus five years of extended super-
vision, and a $25,000 fine.

Stender remains free on a 
signature bond. Chippewa 
County District Attorney Wade 
Newell did not request for bond 

to be revoked after the hearing, 
even though Stender is now a 
convicted felon.

“Generally, whenever 
someone enters a plea 
voluntarily, we don’t 
revoke bond,” Newell 
said after the hearing 
concluded. “It has its 
risks and rewards. It’s 
part of getting someone 
to voluntarily plea.”

At a hearing March 25, 
Isaacson ruled that all victim im-
pact statements and comments 
from the family and friends of 
those injured and killed in the 
crash will be considered when 
he sentences Stender. However, 
Hertel contends the victims of 
that crime are the police who 
were looking for the vehicle, not 
the victims of the crash or their 
families and friends.

According to the criminal 
complaint, Treu and Stender 
had purchased an aerosol can at 
the Lake Hallie Walmart on Nov. 
3, 2018, and were driving back to 
Treu’s home at 1060 Joseph St., 
Chippewa Falls. Both men had 
“huffed” from the aerosol can 
during the drive.

The crash happened as Treu 
was driving northbound on 
Highway P, just south of the 
Highway 29 overpass. Treu’s 
vehicle veered off the west side 
of the road and struck the group 
of Girl Scouts as they were 
removing litter.

During his sentencing 
hearing, Treu claimed Stender 
caused the crash. Treu said he 
yelled at Stender, saying “What 
are you doing?” when Stender 
grabbed the wheel.

Passenger in fatal  
Girl Scout crash convicted
Sentencing date 
set for July 26

Stender
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