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By Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — The 
final Wisconsin county 
submitted its canvassed vote 
totals to the state elections 
commission on Tuesday 
morning, starting the clock 
for President Donald Trump 
to file for a recount as he 
has promised supporters he 
would.

The canvassed totals 
show Democrat Joe Biden 
beat Trump by about 20,600 
votes, which is a roughly 
six-tenths of a point margin 
— close enough for Trump 
to file for a recount.

He has until 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday to submit the $7.9 
million estimated cost for a 
statewide recount and other 
required paperwork. Trump 
could also file for a recount 
only in select counties, which 
would reduce his cost and al-
low him to target areas where 
votes were predominantly for 
Biden. Counties would have 
to start the recount no later 
than Saturday and complete it 
by Dec. 1.

Trump has been promis-
ing a recount in Wisconsin 
as part of fundraising pleas 
he’s been issuing since he 
lost the election to Biden, 
but a campaign spokeswom-
an stopped short of promis-
ing a recount on Tuesday.

“The legal team continues 
to examine the issues with 
irregularities in Wisconsin 
and are leaving all legal 
options open, including a 
recount and an audit,” said 
Jenna Ellis, Trump 2020 
legal adviser.

Trump 
faces 

Wisconsin 
recount 
deadline By Eric Lindquist
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EAU CLAIRE — The surge in 
COVID-19 cases that led Chip-
pewa Valley hospitals to report 
last week that all of their beds 
were full has not abated.

If anything, the situation has 
gotten worse, regional hospital 
officials said Tuesday.

Mayo Clinic Health System, 
for instance, had around 80 
COVID-19 patients most of last 
week at its hospitals in Eau 
Claire, Menomonie, Barron, 
Bloomer and Osseo, but that 
number had risen to 105 by 
Tuesday afternoon.

“It’s a critical situation. Our 
beds remain full, and we contin-
ue to be really on the verge of 
being overwhelmed,” said Jason 
Craig, regional chair of admin-
istration for Mayo Clinic Health 
System in northwest Wisconsin. 
“It remains a very challenging 
environment on an hourly basis 
to meet patient demands.”

All 36 intensive care and med-
ical surgical beds at Marshfield 
Medical Center-Eau Claire also 
were full as of Tuesday after-

noon, with 17 of them occupied 
by COVID-19 patients.

“This is a crisis, and it’s right 
here in our backyard,” said Bill 
Priest, chief administrative 
officer for Marshfield Medical 
Center-Eau Claire.

Likewise, HSHS Sacred Heart 
Hospital in Eau Claire and St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Chippewa 
Falls reported being at or near 
capacity on Tuesday afternoon.

“Unfortunately, I would have 
to say that the situation is the 
same to a little bit worse than 
last week,” said Ken Johnson, an 
emergency department physi-
cian and chief medical officer for 
Prevea Health. “The number of 
COVID patients is the same or a 
little more than last week and we 
were near capacity then. I think 
we’re still in the heart of it.”

‘Critical situation’
Chippewa 

Valley hospitals 
remain full amid 
COVID-19 surge

Mayo Clinic Health System photo

Overflow beds for the emergency department are set up in the 
ambulance bay at Mayo Clinic Health System in Eau Claire. With 
ICU and medical surgical beds full because of the recent surge in 
COVID-19 patients, the hospital sometimes keeps patients in the 
emergency department longer than usual while waiting for an inpa-
tient bed to become available.

More 
Information

COVID-19 cases in Wisconsin, 
as of Tuesday.

(Number in parenthesis is the 
increase in the past day)
Barron ........................2,754 (+33); 

34 deaths (+4)
Buffalo .......................... 601 (+18); 

3 deaths
Chippewa ................ 3,693 (+113), 

41 deaths
Clark............................1,741 (+44); 

30 deaths (+6)
Dunn ...........................2,116 (+53), 

4 deaths (+1)
Eau Claire ...............6,251 (+102); 

45 deaths (+3)
Jackson ...................... 1,293 (+31); 

4 deaths (+2)
Pepin ...............................367 (+8); 

2 deaths (+1)
Pierce ......................... 1,553 (+39); 

10 deaths (+1)
Rusk ...............................631 (+14); 

5 deaths
St. Croix .....................3,526 (+79); 

18 deaths
Trempealeau ......................... 1,865

(+120); 8 deaths (+1)

State ..................323,848 (+7,090)
Deaths ..........................2,741 (+92)

Source: Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services
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By Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE – The city 
announced Tuesday 
the Hobbs Ice Arena 

will close to the public as 
of Wednesday, and will not 
reopen before Dec. 8.

The announcement comes as the 
Chippewa Valley experiences a sharp 
increase in the number of COVID cases. 
While earlier rises in Wisconsin were 
largely centered on the Milwaukee and 
Fox Valley areas, the current increases 
are taking a significant toll locally.

Renee Tyler, community services 
director, made the announcement 
Tuesday afternoon. During the closure 
there will be no hockey practices, figure 
skating, open skates or competitive 
games. Other winter programming is 
also on hold.

“The message from both Governor 
Evers and the Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department is that we avoid 
gatherings of any size with individuals 
who are not members of our immedi-
ate family or household,” Tyler wrote. 
“The Eau Claire Skating Community 
is passionate about your sport, and we 
know you are as passionate about doing 
your part to help keep our entire Eau 
Claire Community safe by temporarily 
pausing your gatherings at Hobbs Ice 
Arena. Stay well and we look forward to 
welcoming you back to the rink as soon 
as we can safely do so.”

Officials plan to re-evaluate the clo-
sure on Dec. 8.

The arena has had an eventful year 
already. Its budget was slimmed from 
$906,000 to $615,750 due to curtailed 
activities. Over the summer, officials 
took advantage of the space available to 
move the Catholic Charities homeless 
shelter to the arena. The move allowed 
better spacing of those at the shelter 

than its normal home.
In October, the shelter moved to the 

former Hansen’s IGA in preparation 
for the arena’s reopening for winter 
activities.

Eau Claire County had about 2,500 
confirmed COVID cases in early Octo-
ber, when the shelter moved out of the 
arena. That total now stands at more 
than 6,200. The county’s death toll has 
gone from fewer than 10 at that time to 
46 as of Tuesday. Other area counties 
have seen similarly steep increases in 
the number of COVID cases they are 
facing.

The rising numbers have also created 
serious concerns about the ability of 
area hospitals to keep up. Bans on visi-
tors and elective procedures, steps tak-
en in many areas this past spring, have 
returned to Chippewa Valley hospitals 
as beds fill up.

State data suggests at least 80 percent 
of the beds in northwestern Wisconsin 
hospitals are occupied.

Hobbs Ice Arena 
closing temporarily

Photo by Branden Nall

A packed crowd at Hobbs Ice Arena watches the intracity hockey matchup on Thursday, Jan. 9.
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