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Hannah Schlafer, a 17-year-old Altoona High School junior, is being honored by the American 
Red Cross of Wisconsin as the Youth Good Samaritan winner for helping to build new homes 
during two weeklong trips to Juarez, Mexico.
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MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Mil-
waukee will host the 2020 
Democratic National Conven-
tion, party leaders announced 
Monday, highlighting the 
battleground state of Wiscon-
sin that helped elect President 
Donald Trump and now will 
launch an opponent who 
could oust him.

Democratic National 
Committee Chairman Tom 
Perez chose Milwaukee over 
Houston and Miami after 
deliberations lingered longer 
than party leaders or officials 
from the three finalist cities 
had expected.

“Where you hold our 
convention is a very strong 
statement of your values and 
who and what we are fighting 
for,” Pe-
rez said 
Monday 
sur-
rounded 
by state 
and local 
officials.

Perez 
praised 
Milwau-
kee’s 
diversity 
and its 
labor 
unions, 
along 
with 
Wis-
consin’s 
working-class identity. He 
called it an ideal backdrop 
for Democrats to launch a 
fall campaign to reclaim the 
White House four years after 
Trump stunningly outpaced 
Hillary Clinton across the old 
industrial belt of the upper 
Midwest and Great Lakes.

“The Democratic Party has 
again become an every ZIP 
code party,” Perez said. “We’re 
listening to people in every 
corner of the country.”

The convention is sched-
uled for July 13-16, 2020.

It will be the first time in 
over a century that Democrats 
will nominate their presiden-
tial candidate in a Midwestern 
city other than Chicago. In-
stead, the spotlight will shine 
for a week on a metro area of 
about 1.6 million people.

Once dubbed as “The 
Machine Shop of the World,” 
the city is the birthplace of 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
and is known for its enduring 
love affair with beer — a trait 
displayed Monday as Perez 
and surrounding dignitaries 
closed their celebratory news 
conference with a toast.

Republicans are set to 
gather in Charlotte, the largest 
city in battleground North 
Carolina, on Aug. 24-27, 2020.

Perez noted that the con-
vention site doesn’t determine 
the November outcome, but 
Democrats see plenty of sym-
bolism in Milwaukee after a 
bitter 2016 election defined by 
Clinton being nearly swept in 
what her campaign aides had 
confidently called a Midwest-
ern “Blue Wall.” 

That band of states twice 
sided with President Barack 
Obama, but Clinton held only 
Minnesota, ceding Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Ohio and Pennsyl-
vania — a combined 64 of the 
necessary 270 electoral votes 
— as white working-class 
voters flocked to Trump.

It was the first time since 
1984 that Republicans claimed 
Wisconsin in a presidential 
election. 

Democrats: 
Milwaukee 
convention 

choice shows 
party values

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

H
annah Schlafer didn’t 
relax on a beach 
during two trips to 

Mexico. Instead, she spent 
her one-week trips there 
helping to build new homes 
in Juarez.

“I helped build two hous-
es,” the Altoona High School 
junior said. “We were pretty 
active in the community and 
in the orphanage. I got to 
know the kids we helped. It 
was so rewarding. It was such 
a different culture and way 
of life.”

Schlafer, 17, is being hon-
ored by the American Red 
Cross of Wisconsin as the 
Youth Good Samaritan win-
ner for her work. A “Heroes 
Breakfast” ceremony will be 
Wednesday at The Florian 
Gardens.

Schlafer said she went on 
the mission trips to Juarez 
through her church, Peace 
Lutheran Church of Eau 
Claire, and the program 
Casas Por Cristo, in 2014 and 

again in 2016.
“We went down there and 

met the family,” she recalled. 
“We started with the wood 
frame and poured the con-
crete in. It’s a lot of hammer-
ing and painting. It was cool 
to help build the house, and 
build it with the family.”

Schlafer said she didn’t 
expect the house to come to-
gether so quickly, to the point 

it was nearly finished after 
just a week.

“It’s absolutely crazy,” she 
said. “We started early in the 
morning, took a siesta, and 
went back in the afternoon. To 
help build them a house was 
just amazing to give back.”

She enjoyed the experience 
so much her first time, she 
went back two years later.

Schlafer spoke about her 
experience in February to the 
Eau Claire Noon Rotary Club, 
and she wound up being 
nominated for the award.

“I absolutely loved my 
experience,” she said. “I’m 
being recognized by people 
who have all done amazing 
things.

Schlafer, who runs track 
and played tennis, is heading 
to UW-Madison in the fall.

Also being honored 
Wednesday is Ann Dohm, a 
56-year-old dental hygien-
ist who donated one of her 
kidneys to one of her clients, 
Tim Buckley.

“I had cleaned his teeth for 
19 years,” Dohm said.

reaL herOes
Locals honored for their good work

Red Cross 
Heroes
• Adult Good Samaritan: 

Ann Dohm, Eau Claire

• Youth Good Samaritan: 
Hannah Schlafer, Altoona

• Community Hero: Chris 

Kroeze, Barron

• From the Heart Hero: 
Polly Wymer, Pierce County

• Healthcare Hero: Lake 

Hallie Police Department 

and Chippewa Fire District

• Military Hero: Ed Nemec, 

Jackson County

• Hero of a Lifetime: Bar-

ron County Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

LaMoine Brion uses a grub ax Monday to loosen the snow and ice around his neighbor’s mailbox 
on Starr Avenue in Eau Claire. The neighbor wasn’t getting mail delivered because of the snow. View 
more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

A clear solution

Democratic National 
Convention to be held 

July 13-16, 2020

Republicans 
are set to 
gather in 
Charlotte, 
the largest 
city in 
battleground 
North 
Carolina, on 
Aug. 24-27, 
2020.
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By Dan Holtz

Leader-Telegram staff

At least one city resident 
is concerned about the rec-
ommended addition of three 
roundabouts when a mile of 
State Street is reconstructed 
this year.

Statewide statistics show 
roundabouts reduce the num-
ber of serious accidents but 
increase the total number of 
crashes because they are con-
fusing, Maryjo Cohen said 
during Monday night’s Eau 
Claire City Council meeting.

“The last thing we want is 
more crashes,” she said.

Cohen also opposes the 
recommendation to go from 
two lanes to one lane north-
bound going down the hill 
on State Street.

Heavy traffic volume 
makes sense to maintain two 
lanes down the hill, she said.

“Let’s keep that extra lane 
open and save some lives,” 
Cohen said.

About 50 city residents 
attended Monday’s council 
meeting to provide input 
on the State Street project, 
which stretches from the 
UW-Eau Claire campus to 
the southern city limits.

The project as proposed 
by city staff would replace 
existing stop-sign controlled 
intersections at Hamilton 
and MacArthur avenues and 
Lexington Boulevard with 
roundabouts.

resident 
questions 
state st. 
project

City engineer 
doesn’t want a 
delayed vote on 
reconstruction 
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