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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Just how financially secure 
you feel depends on your 
age, your race, your edu-
cation and — perhaps not 
surprisingly — your income.

A new survey by The As-
sociated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 
shows that college graduates 
feel far more confident than 
high school graduates that 
they could afford an emer-
gency $1,000 expense.

People ages 18 to 29 are 
more optimistic about find-
ing a good job than those in 
their 60s are.

But Americans in their 
60s are more confident than 
adults under 30 are about 
affording credit card and 
other expenses.

Most white Americans 
say they can manage their 
housing costs; blacks and 
Hispanics are far less confi-
dent that they can keep up.

The poll’s findings reflect 
the sharp demographic 
divides in the U.S. econo-
my. The nation’s prosperity 
since the Great Recession 
ended nearly a decade ago 
has benefited some groups 
of people far more than 
others and is obscuring eco-
nomic soft spots caused by a 
persistent wealth gap.

Overall, about 6 in 10 
Americans describe their 
personal finances as good. 
Most of the rest say they’re 
in poor shape financially.

The nation’s unemploy-
ment rate is a healthy 4 per-
cent, the pace of hiring has 
accelerated in recent months 
and average hourly earnings 
have risen 3.2 percent over 
the past 12 months. 

Poll findings: 
Financial 
security 
varies by 

age, income

By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

A half year after The State 
Theatre was closed and re-
placed by a new Eau Claire per-
forming arts center, the historic 
structure has been sold and 
plans call for it to house 
a children’s foundation 
and host events again.

Azara Properties of 
Elk Mound bought the 
iconic downtown Eau 
Claire building at 316 
Eau Claire St. on Jan. 31, 
spending $195,000 on 
the structure, according 
to Eau Claire County 
property records.

Joe Luginbill said the 
building will house the 
Luginbill Children’s 
Foundation he found-
ed in December 2016 
as a nonprofit he said 
consists of 13 programs 
that support youth and 
families. Plans call for the foun-
dation to partner with other 
nonprofits and organizations 
on a variety of programming 
for children and families, he 
said, noting the initiative is 
in its preliminary stages and 
details remain to be worked 
out. Other agencies could be 
housed at the State as well, he 
said.

“We will have a variety of 
education, entertainment and 
youth development program-
ming that will be offered 

throughout the building,” Lug-
inbill said.

Plans for specific program-
ming that would be housed at 
the State continue to evolve, 
Luginbill said. Several agen-
cies have contacted him 
about possible partnerships 

with the foundation, 
he said.

“I am feeling very 
optimistic that we can 
make this work,” he 
said. “I think a lot of 
people want to be in-
volved with being part 
of something that will 
help save this theater.”

Azara Properties is 
registered to Moham-
mad Hashlamoun of 
Elk Mound. He owns 
properties and busi-
nesses in this region, in-
cluding Azara, a Water 
Street hookah and vape 
shop. He also owns the 
former My Place Bar, 

406-408 Galloway St., which 
he plans to reopen as a coffee 
shop and bar called My Office 
Lounge.

The State Theatre opened in 
1926 as a vaudeville house and in 
ensuing decades hosted events 
of all sorts, serving as a key 
Chippewa Valley performance 
venue. At one point it was a 
movie theater and was then re-
born as a home of music, theater 
and other performances.

The building was not de-
signed to host large-scale, mod-

ern productions and is in need 
of repairs such as a new roof 
and furnace. Those limitations 
and the region’s booming arts 
scene prompted the construc-
tion of the Pablo Center at the 
Confluence, which opened in 
September.

Luginbill reminisced about 
past performances he was part 
of at the distinctive State The-
atre, where he performed in 
Eau Claire Children’s Theatre 
productions and attended many 
shows there with his family. 

SALE OF 
THE STATE
Landmark theater could once again host performances

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

The State Theatre in Eau Claire on Monday. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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When Dennis Beale Jr. 
began attending UW-Eau 
Claire, he looked around and 
rarely found someone who 
looked like him. If he did, they 
barely spoke to him or made 
eye contact, let 
alone under-
stood what it 
was like to grow 
up in inner-city 
neighborhoods 
in Chicago.

“When I first 
started, it was 
maybe me and 
one other Af-
rican-American male,” Beale 
said. “I didn’t see a lot of 
diversity around campus.”

But he was determined to 
change that. Beale went on to 
graduate from UW-Eau Claire 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology in 2012, then a 
master’s in higher education 
professional development in 
May 2015.

Now, Beale serves as assis-
tant director of the univer-
sity’s Blugold Beginnings, 
a program that works to 
educate underrepresented, 
low-income or first genera-
tion students. He’s mentored 
hundreds of students and 
launched the university’s 
Black Male Empowerment 
student group on campus.

And on Friday, Beale will be 
honored for that work as one 
of three recipients of the UW 
System Board of Regents’ 2019 
Diversity Awards.

“I always told myself that 
when I could get into a posi-
tion to make a change, that I 
would,” Beale said. “It’s like 
I’m finally seeing the fruits 
of my labor from working 
here. ... It feels real good. 
I’m thankful every day work-
ing on campus and watching 
how with each year that 
goes by, UW-Eau Claire 
becomes more diverse, and 
getting to work with those 
students.”

According to a UW System 
news release, recipients of the 
award were selected based on 
the following criteria: Their 
contribution to equity and di-
versity and leading to positive 
institutional change; account-
ability demonstrated through 
routine assessment and 
feedback to promote progress 
in equity and diversity goals; 
intersections across multiple 
dimensions of diversity; and 
collaborations with other 
units and departments, as well 
as the community outside of 
the university.

Making 
a change

UWEC alumnus, 
assistant director of 
Blugold Beginnings 

honored by  
UW Regents

See SECURITY  Page 2A

By Julie Pace

AP Washington Bureau Chief

WASHINGTON — The White 
House says President Donald 
Trump will call for optimism 
and unity in tonight’s State of 
the Union address, using the 
moment to attempt a reset after 
two years of bitter partisanship 
and deeply personal attacks.

But will anyone buy it?
Skepticism will emanate from 

both sides of the aisle when 
Trump enters the House cham-

ber for the primetime address 
to lawmakers and the nation. 
Democrats, emboldened after 
the midterm elections and the 
recent shutdown fight, see little 
evidence of a president willing 
to compromise. And even the 
president’s staunchest allies 
know that bipartisan rhetoric 
read off a teleprompter is usu-
ally undermined by scorching 
tweets and unpredictable policy 
maneuvers.

Still, the fact that Trump’s 
advisers feel a need to try a 
different approach is a tacit 
acknowledgement that the pres-
ident’s standing is weakened as 
he begins his third year in office.

The shutdown left some 
Republicans frustrated over 

his insistence on a border wall, 
something they warned him the 
new Democratic House majori-
ty would not bend on. Trump’s 
approval rating during the 
shutdown dipped to 34 percent, 

down from 42 percent a month 
earlier, according to a recent 
survey conducted by The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research.

White House counselor Kel-
lyanne Conway said the presi-
dent would use his address “to 
call for an end to the politics of 
resistance, retribution.”

“He’s calling for cooperation,” 
she said, adding that Trump 
will point to examples of where 
this has happened on his watch. 
Officials said the president is 
also expected to highlight infra-
structure, trade and prescription 
drug pricing as areas in which 
the parties could work together.

Trump to call for unity in state of union
President faces 
skepticism from 

both sides of aisle

AP

President Donald Trump speaks 
in the Cabinet Room of the White 
House in Washington on Friday.
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The State Theatre 

opened in 1926 as a 

vaudeville house and 

in ensuing decades 

hosted events of all 

sorts, serving as a 

key Chippewa Valley 

performance venue. 

At one point it was a 

movie theater and was 

then reborn as a home 

of music, theater and 

other performances.
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