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» Georgia recount 
complete, Biden wins
Biden re-affirmed as winner, 
carries state. Page 10B

» Deer hunting  
season approaches
Columnist eager for first  
day of season. Page 6B
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STAY HEALTHY

By Sarah Seifert 

Leader-Telegram staff  
and Associated Press

EAU CLAIRE — With 
encouraging news about 
two COVID-19 vaccine 
candidates this week, local 
health care and frontline 
workers will be the first 
offered the vaccine, health 
offiicals said Thursday.

While the two vaccine 
candidates’ data is promis-
ing, a vaccine — or several 
— will be rolled out gradu-
ally in western Wisconsin 
due to strict storage and 
transportation require-
ments and availability, said 
Lieske Giese, director of 
the Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department.

“We know that while 
a vaccine is on the near 
horizon and we’re excited, 
it will take many, many 
months to get everyone in 
our community vaccinat-
ed fully,” Giese said at a 
Thursday news briefing. “ … 
Once that supply is avail-
able, we’ll be working with 
the state to quickly get it 
out.”

Two U.S. pharmaceutical 
companies, Pfizer and Mod-
erna, announced this week 
that clinical trials indicated 
their COVID-19 vaccines 
are around 95% effective.

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

E
AU CLAIRE — In a normal year, 
Ted Theyerl would be looking 
forward to a large family gather-

ing Thursday to celebrate 
Thanksgiving.

The treasured annual 
tradition would involve 
traveling to southeastern 
Wisconsin to share a 
Thanksgiving feast with 
about 30 relatives.

But this year, of course, 
is anything but normal, 
with the COVID-19 
pandemic raging through 
Wisconsin and much of 
the nation.

As a result, Theyerl will 
be following the advice 
of public health officials 
by forgoing the journey 
to visit his elderly parents 
and in-laws and instead 
celebrating the holiday with his imme-
diate family at their home in Altoona.

“It will be different,” Theyerl said. 
“But we just decided, with local hospi-
tals at capacity and the area setting re-
cords for positive cases, that it wouldn’t 

be the right thing to do to travel to see 
our parents at Thanksgiving this year.”

However, the Theyerls may still 
have an extra guest, in the form of 
a laptop computer, when they sit 
down to enjoy the turkey breasts 
they bought for Thanksgiving 
dinner. Their goal is to have their 
parents eat at the same time so 

they can still share food and conversa-
tion — virtually.

In an effort to maintain family tradi-
tions, Theyerl plans to make his moth-
er’s special acorn squash recipe and 
his wife, Denise, will whip up the riced 
potatoes that are a highlight of Thanks-
giving dinners at her parents’ house. 

The family’s approach is just what 
state and local public health officials 
have been advocating for the holiday, 
especially with the COVID-19 surge 
striking the Chippewa Valley and Wis-
consin this November.

“I do feel very strongly this Thanks-
giving that people should stick with 
their household unit and find different 
ways to connect with other family mem-
bers,” Chippewa County Public Health 
Director Angela Weideman said. 

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

officials: 
expect 
gradual 
vaccine 
rollout

See VACCINE  Page 2A

TWEAKING 
TRADITIONS

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Woodman’s Markets employee Katie Lindl-
off stocks a freezer with turkeys Thursday at 
the Altoona store, where the Thanksgiving 
shopping rush already has begun. 

Weideman

Theyerl

Throughout my life I’ve called upon 
Wisconsin’s state motto as my mantra in 
difficult times. “Forward” reminds all of us 
that things will get better. I’ve been think-
ing about that a lot lately.

More than ad slogans, mottos serve 
as each state’s mission statement which 
conveys in just a few words a reflection of 
its people or, more importantly, a hope for 

its citizens. Consider 
Georgia’s: Wisdom, 
justice, moderation. 
Or other states with 
one-word maxims: 
New York, Excelsi-
or; Texas, Friend-
ship; Utah, Indus-
try. I love Hawaii’s 
— “The life of the 
land is perpetuat-
ed in righteous-
ness” — which 
sounds much 
more lyrical 
in native Ha-
waiian: “Ua 
Mau ke Ea o 
ka ‘Aina i ka 

Pono.” I don’t quite understand Oregon’s — 
“She flies with her own wings” — though I 
appreciate its uplifting sentiment.

Turns out “Forward” was not Wisconsin’s 
top choice. Around 1850 our first governor, 
Nelson Dewey, asked University of Wisconsin 
Chancellor John Lathrop to design an official 
state seal. Lathrop went with Wisconsin Ter-
ritory’s motto: “Civilitas Successit Barbaruin” 
(“Civilization Succeeds Barbarism”). Story 

goes that when Dewey took the plans to New 
York City to be cast in metal he ran into a Mil-
waukee lawyer he knew, Edward Ryan. These 
two “common guys” discussed how neither 
liked Lathrop’s pretentious slogan. They sat 
down together on the steps of a Wall Street 
bank for an impromptu meeting to brain-
storm a phrase that would fit the plainspoken, 
hard-working people of their new state. 

SAWDUST STORIES

‘Forward’ has many meanings

Contributed 
photo

Members 
of the 
Weinfurter 
family 
pose for 
a photo-
graph in 
the mid-
1930s.
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Residents alter holiday 
plans because of 

COVID-19 pandemic

See THANKSGIVING  Page 6A


