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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

SAWDUST STORIES

By B.J. Hollars
Special to the Leader-Telegram

When life gives you a pandemic, 
buy a trampoline.

Said no one ever.
Except my wife, who a month 

into the safer-at-home order, 
decided it was the most expedient 
way to persuade our children to 
get a little fresh air.

“Isn’t it also the most expedient 
way to get a broken arm?” I asked.

But after a month of being sar-
dined alongside one another, we 
decided it was worth the risk.

To say that assembling a tram-
poline was more difficult than I 

expected would be an under-
statement. To say that it in-

volved no four-letter words 
would be a lie. But it was 

all worth it to see my 
children’s smiling faces, 
which I observed from 
some newly earned 
distance.

Thanks to the 
trampoline, social 
distancing became 
easier for the kids. 

When trapped within its cage-
like net, there was little chance 
of them coming into contact with 
anyone. An added benefit was that 
the trampoline allowed them to 
practice social distancing from 
their parents. After one particular-
ly trying day of “home schooling,” 
they rolled their jampacked suit-
cases to their new bouncy home 
and promised they’d check in at 
Christmas. We wished them well, 
and then, 15 minutes later, enjoyed 
our grand reunion.

Yes, it was a happy time in our 
household — right up until my 
son’s symptoms emerged.

It started with a fever, then a 
cough, then a few other ailments 
that checked off the boxes we 
feared. My son took it in stride, 
though my wife and I didn’t. Under 
“normal” circumstances, such 
complaints would have hardly 
registered on our parental radars, 
but these were different times. We 
called the Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tem in Eau Claire, and after an in-
tensive pre-screening process, were 
told to take Henry to the drive-thru 
testing tent in the converted lot to 

the right of the hospital.
We masked up, then made the 

short trip to the tent, where we 
were greeted by a police officer 
whose job it was to tell us to keep 
our windows rolled up. Next, a 
health care worker held up a sign 
informing me to call a particular 
phone number, which routed me 
on to the next health care worker 
in the lineup.

“Hello,” said the health care 
worker on the other end, “I’m 
right here in the tent.”

Sure enough, the woman waved 
to us. What a comfort to see her 
masked face, and to know that 
someone just a few feet away 
would guide us through this jour-
ney. My son’s health wasn’t being 
outsourced to some medical call 
center half a country away; it was 
being handled locally, by a person 
who, were it not for her mask, I 
might recognize. She walked us 
through the process, then said, “If 
he tests positive, we’ll give you a 
call. If he’s negative, you’ll receive 
an email. Any questions?”

Bouncing through quarantine

B.J.
Hollars
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By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram Staff

When Jason Endres par-
ticipated in a recent press 
conference held by the 
Survival Coalition of Wiscon-
sin Disability Organizations, 
many people reached out 
wishing him well, including 
his former daycare instructor.

“Remembering somebody 
from 30 years ago, that’s just 
remarkable,” said Endres, 
who has spina bifida and uses 
a motorized wheelchair. “It 
shows that some people do 
care.”

That encouraging day 
marked an exception to what 
has otherwise been an isolat-
ing time under COVID-19 for 
Jason and Julie Endres, who 
has cerebral palsy and uses 
a motorized wheelchair. For 
people with disabilities, coro-
navirus has presented various 
challenges, from grocery 
shopping to socialization to a 
greater risk of being infected.

Jason, who is immuno-
compromised with hydro-
cephalus, which results in 
excessive fluid around the 
brain, doesn’t travel any-
where other than outside to 
walk their service dog. He 
signed up to be a poll worker 
in last month’s election but 
canceled his shift as a pre-
caution.

“I didn’t want to take 
the chance of contracting 
(COVID-19), because I would 
be put in the hospital almost 
instantly,” Jason Endres said.

The couple also expressed 
concern about receiving the 
proper level of care if one of 
them had to receive treat-
ment. Disability advocate 
groups have filed complaints 
in states including Washing-
ton and Alabama claiming 
health triage recommenda-
tions discriminate against 
people with disabilities.

Eau Claire County Board 
Supervisor Katherine Schnei-
der is a blind person and 
worries medical treatment 
may not be evenly distribut-
ed.

“Those of us with disabili-
ties live in fear that our needs 
will be met last, perhaps 
especially in times of crisis,” 
Schneider wrote in an April 2 
column in the CV Post.

Schneider’s life has not 
changed dramatically in the 
past two months, but she 
called it difficult to stay in-
side and rarely interact with 

people.
“I’m pretty darn lucky; my 

life is quite fine,” Schneider 
said. “(But) could it be better? 
You bet.”

Barriers still exist for 
Schneider. In last month’s 
election, she voted absentee 
in-person but there was not 
a voting machine accessible 
to blind people. Schneider in-
stead had a friend fill out her 
voting form, which worked 
but was not ideal.

Her County Board position 
has presented recent chal-
lenges as well. The County 
Board uses the platform 
Webex for remote meetings, 
but Schneider said Webex 
has compatibility issues with 
screen readers, which she 
uses for her computer. Those 
issues mean she has to call 
into meetings and not have 
access to visual presenta-
tions.

Christopher Wood’s day-to-
day life has not substantially 
changed, though difficulties 
persist.

Wood has cerebral palsy 

and uses a motorized wheel-
chair. A caregiver visits him 
every morning, and Wood 
occasionally goes to a park 
with his parents. Based on 
positive previous experienc-
es, he is not concerned about 
improper treatment if he 
needs health care.

Wood previously worked 
as a job coach for people with 
disabilities, but that occupa-
tion is not considered essen-
tial. Most of his days now are 
spent entertaining himself, 
often by going outside and 
listening to birds near his Eau 
Claire home.

Physical distancing mea-
sures have limited Wood’s 
movement. His wheelchair 
takes up additional space in 
buildings, so to minimize the 
chances of coming into close 
contact, Wood stays inside 
the vehicle when his family 
goes to a store.

Following physical dis-
tancing rules are difficult 
for Schneider as well. She 
doesn’t know how close she 
is to someone unless she 

hears them, so she encour-
aged people to greet her and 
say if they are on her right or 
left side when walking by her.

Several people with disabil-
ities mentioned grocery de-
liveries having a longer wait 
time and rarely including all 
of the requested items.

“You get 85% of what you 
want if you’re lucky,” Schnei-
der said.

The most significant ad-
justment for Jason and Julie 
Endres has involved fewer 
home visits from caregivers, 
who previously came daily. 
Now they visit every few 
days and must maintain phys-
ical distancing.

“We really can’t take the 
chance of them coming in 
as regular as they did be-
forehand, and when they do 
come, it has to be on a day 
nice enough that Jason can 
take the service dogs for a 
walk so that (caregivers) 
are not in the same space as 
him,” Julie Endres said.

Trying times COVID-19 presents challenges 
to people with disabilities

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

COVID-19 has made life more isolating for Julie and Jason Endres of Eau Claire. Julie has cere-
bral palsy and Jason has spina bifida. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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By Elana Schor  
and Emily Swanson

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — While 
the White House looks 
ahead to reopening houses 
of worship, most Americans 
think in-person religious 
services should be barred 
or allowed only with limits 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic — and only about 
a third say that prohibiting 
in-person services violates 
religious freedom, a new poll 
finds.

States have taken differ-
ent approaches to resuming 
gatherings as the corona-
virus continues to spread, 
raising tough questions for 
religious leaders and the 
faithful about the appropri-
ate time to return. But the 
findings of the new poll by 
The University of Chicago 
Divinity School and The 
Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research suggest that, even 
as President Donald Trump 
projects eagerness to reopen, 
many religious Americans 
are fine with waiting longer 
to return to their churches, 
synagogues and mosques.

Among that group is 
54-year-old Andre Harris of 
Chicago, a onetime Sunday 
school teacher who has shift-
ed his routine from physical 
worship to the conference 
calls his church is holding 
during the pandemic.

Harris, a Methodist, said 
that until “either there’s a 
vaccine, or if we know that 
things have calmed down, 
I am not comfortable going 
back to the actual building.”

Most back 
curbing 

in-person 
worship
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