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By Mark Sherman
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A divid-
ed Supreme Court on Monday 
struck down a Louisiana law 
regulating abortion clinics, 
reasserting a commitment to 
abortion rights over fierce oppo-
sition from dissenting conser-
vative justices in the first big 
abortion case of the Trump era.

Chief Justice John Rob-
erts and his four more liberal 
colleagues ruled that the law 
requiring doctors who perform 
abortions to have admitting 
privileges at nearby hospitals vi-
olates abortion rights the court 
first announced in the landmark 
Roe v. Wade decision in 1973.

The outcome is not the last 
word on the decades-long fight 

over abortion with dozens 
of state-imposed restrictions 
winding their way through the 
courts. But the decision was a 
surprising defeat for abortion 
opponents, who thought that 
a new conservative majority 
with two of President Donald 
Trump’s appointees on board 

would start chipping away at 
abortion access.

The key vote belonged to 
Roberts, who had always voted 
against abortion rights before, 
including in a 2016 case in 
which the court struck down 
a Texas law that was virtually 
identical to the one in Louisi-

ana.
The chief justice explained 

that he continues to think the 
Texas case was wrongly decid-
ed, but believes it’s important 
for the court to stand by its 
prior decisions.

“The result in this case is 
controlled by our decision four 
years ago invalidating a nearly 
identical Texas law,” Roberts 
wrote. He did not join the opin-
ion written by Justice Stephen 
Breyer for the other liberals 
in Monday’s decision, and his 
position left abortion-rights 
supporters more relieved than 
elated.

The case was the third in 
two weeks in which Roberts, 
a George W. Bush appointee, 
joined the court’s liberals in the 
majority. One of the earlier deci-
sions preserved the legal protec-
tions and work authorization for 
650,000 immigrants who were 
brought to the U.S. as children. 
The other extended federal 
employment-discrimination 
protections to LGBT Ameri-
cans, a decision that Justice Neil 
Gorsuch also joined and wrote.

abortion clinic law struck down 
Supreme Court 
votes 5-4, with 

fierce opposition 
from dissenting 

conservative 
justices

Associated Press

Terrisa Bukovinac, founder of Pro-Life San Francisco, holds a model 
of a fetus as she and other anti-abortion protesters wait outside the 
Supreme Court for a decision Monday in Washington. The court 
struck down a Louisiana law regulating abortion clinics.

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

One man was killed and several 
other motorists were rescued 
from the roofs of their partial-

ly submerged vehicles Monday after 
flash floods struck parts of west-central 
Wisconsin.

Eight Baldwin families also had to 
be evacuated from their homes when 
floodwaters lapped at their doors after 8 
inches of rain pounded the village over 
about 18 hours from late Sunday after-
noon until late Monday morning, said 
Capt. Jeff Klatt of the St. Croix County 
Sheriff’s Office. The families were taken 
to a community center.

American Red Cross was helping 
three families displaced by flooding, two 
in River Falls and one in Woodville, with 
temporary housing and basic needs.

The storms, which dropped between 
4 and 9 inches of rain over a large 
swath of west-central Wisconsin, swept 
through the southern Twin Cities metro 
area before deluging western Wiscon-

sin.
The region’s highest recorded rainfall 

totals as of late Monday afternoon were 
9 inches in the St. Croix County town of 
Emerald, about 8 inches in Hammond 
and Baldwin, and about 7 inches in 
River Falls and Roberts, according to 
National Weather Services reports.

Gary J. Parent, 70, of Emerald died 
after driving onto a flooded section 
of Highway E in the town of Baldwin 
where several other motorists were 

rescued from submerged cars during 
Monday morning’s rainstorm.

Based on the preliminary investiga-
tion and eyewitness statements, the St. 
Croix County Sheriff’s Office conclud-
ed that Parent drove his Dodge Grand 
Caravan westbound on the highway, 
lost control on the flooded roadway and 
entered the north ditch. The van was 
then inundated with water and became 
totally submerged.

Flash floods hit region
Man killed, stranded 

motorists rescued  
near Baldwin

Contributed photo

Top: Rescue divers respond to one of several vehicles that became submerged after flooding Monday in St. Croix County.

St. Croix County Sheriff’s Office photo

A vehicle became stuck after a stretch of U.S. 63 north of Baldwin was washed out by 
flooding Monday when torrential rain hit much of west-central Wisconsin.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

With 28 new cases found 
over the weekend and 
another 10 on Monday, Eau 
Claire County is seeing 
its biggest spike yet in 
COVID-19 cases.

On Friday, the county had 
identified 180 cases. As of 
Monday afternoon, cases 
had surged to 218, according 
to county data.

“This weekend illustrates 
what we’ve been trying to 
avoid,” said Lieske Giese, 
director of the Eau Claire 
City-County Health De-
partment, at a Monday 
press conference. “...We are 
really challenged with cases 
increasing in this commu-
nity in a rapid way, and we 
don’t think it’s going to stop 
unless we really work on 
keeping our circles small.”

Giese attributed most of 
the new cases of the virus 
to county residents failing 
to stay six feet apart, and 
not wearing cloth face cov-
erings when keeping their 
distance is impossible.

“A lot of the cases we’ve 
been seeing in the last 
couple weeks could have 
been avoided by keeping 
that distance, especially 
in those small gatherings,” 
Giese said.

eau Claire 
County 

sees 
weekend 

virus spike
Official: Lack  

of social 
distancing likely 
a major factor
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