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By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

The Chippewa County 
town of Wheaton will hold 
a meeting Thursday night to 
discuss possibly leaving the 
Chippewa Fire District.

Wheaton Town Board 
member Wayne Miller has 
served on a five-member 
committee that has been 
exploring the idea of pulling 
out of the fire district, 
which is comprised of Lake 
Hallie and the towns of 
Lafayette, Hallie, Wheaton 
and Howard.

“It’s been building for a 
while,” Miller said. “I think 
some of the districts have 
grown more residential. 
We’re a more rural setting. 
As far as fire (service) 
goes, nothing would really 
change, because we own the 
fire station. It would be the 
same firefighters that would 
come. We’ll have more say 
of the financials, and how 
much we’d put into it.”

Wheaton 
mulls split 
from fire 
district
Study group 

presents findings 
Thursday

Associated Press and  
Leader-Telegram staff

Deer killed in parts of the 
Chippewa Valley will be re-
quired by the state Department 
of Natural Resources to be test-
ed for chronic wasting disease 
during the upcoming hunting 
season.

The new requirement applies 
during the gun-deer season — 
Nov. 23 to Dec. 1 — in towns 
within Eau Claire, Dunn and Pe-
pin counties around the location 
where a deer tested positive for 
the disease in March 2018.

Towns with mandatory test-
ing this season are Brunswick, 
Washington, Drammen, Pleasant 

Valley, Rock Creek and Albany.
DNR officials said Tuesday 

that the testing requirement 
came from recommendations 
from the Chippewa Valley CWD 
Advisory Team, an ad-hoc team 
of people from area deer adviso-
ry councils.

“The approach that we are 
taking is a prime example of 
the department working closely 
with citizens and the hunting 
community to address the 
challenges associated with the 
spread of CWD,” DNR Assistant 
Deputy Secretary Todd Ambs 
said in a news release. “We must 
all work together to stop the 
spread of this deadly disease are 
therefore following the citizens 
lead in this area.”

The DNR will be doing 
in-person deer sample collec-
tions in the area during the 
hunt. Details on the testing 

requirements and sampling 
locations will be released as the 
gun-deer season draws near, the 
department stated.

Mandatory testing will not 
apply to deer killed outside 
of gun-deer season, including 
those harvested during bow-
hunting season, in those towns.

CWD is a contagious neu-
rological disease of deer, elk 
and moose that is caused by an 
abnormal protein called a prion. 
Prions cause brain degeneration 
in infected animals and lead to 
extreme weight loss, abnormal 
behavior and loss of bodily 
functions.

Sportsmen seek more
A Tuesday news conference 

on CWD issues in Wisconsin 
also included a group of influen-
tial sportsmen who want Wis-
consin wildlife officials to do 

more to educate people about 
the disease, help deer hunters 
dispose of carcasses and make 
CWD testing easier.

Conservation Congress 
Chairman Larry Bonde made 
the remarks during a joint news 
conference DNR officials. The 
event was designed to draw 
attention to the department’s 
efforts to address the disease as 
the fall hunting seasons ap-
proach.

Gov. Tony Evers, who controls 
the department, hasn’t offered 
any new CWD strategies. The 
governor has said he wants to 
see if research conducted in oth-
er states yields breakthroughs.

“Everybody would love to 
see CWD go away,” DNR board 
member Greg Kazmierski told 
reporters. 

CWd testing required in Chippewa Valley
DNR announces 

mandate for  
gun-deer season
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A LITTLE BEHIND, 
BUT BOUNTIFUL

By Ryan Patterson

Leader Telegram Staff

Weather conditions earlier this 
year put a slight delay on apple 
season but should not impact the 
output of local growers this fall.

For orchards both large and small, 
this year’s apples are growing about a 
week behind recent years due to the 
lengthy winter and cold, wet spring.

Wayne Geist, co-owner of Bush-
el & A Peck with wife Lisa Geist, 
oversees around 20,000 trees and 

32 apple varieties in rural Chippewa 
County. This year’s production is a 
tad behind others, but Geist said the 
recent daytime sun and rainy, cool 

nights have helped the fruits grow.
Connell’s Family Orchard co-own-

ers Rick Connell and Steve Connell 
said this year stands slightly behind 
average compared to the previous 
six years. The brothers are the sixth 
generation of Connells to own the 
161-year-old orchard in Chippewa 
County that offers more than 30 
varieties of apples. They currently 
offer six types and should have a 
few more within the next week.

Jon Chapman has co-owned The 
Glass Orchard just south of Eau 
Claire for two years with Dawn 
Passineau. Chapman said the four-
acre orchard, which opens its fall 
season on Friday, is about a week 
behind schedule compared to last 
year. 

Local orchards face 
slight delay but 

similar quantities to 
past years

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Top: Dawn Passineau, co-owner of The Glass Orchard, picks honey golden apples Tuesday at the orchard. Local orchards say 
this year’s crop will be about a week later than usual due to weather. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Honeycrisp apples are among the 
varieties grown at The Glass Orchard.

See APPLES  Page 2A
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Independent Kinetico Dealer.
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