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» Senior citizen shares 
thoughts on pandemic
Conversation touches on 
creativity, post-quarantine 
plans. Page 3A

» Bread book aimed  
at quarantine bakers
Author is granddaughter of 
Paris bakery founder. Page 8A
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

The first large-scale, short-term testing effort for the 
coronavirus in Eau Claire County wrapped up Monday 
night, and now health officials must wait between 24 and 
48 hours for a Madison laboratory to test the hundreds of 
swabs and send results.

On Sunday, the first day of a Wisconsin National Guard 
testing blitz in Eau Claire, 216 people were tested for the 
virus at the drive-thru site in Eau Claire. On Monday, 
officials were hoping for “well over 200 tests” as well, 
said Lieske Giese, director of the Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department.

While they wait for test results to return, authorities 
are bracing for a possible spike in Eau Claire County cas-
es — which have increased by seven over the weekend, to 
60 as of Monday.

But they’re also hoping the results of the two-day test-
ing blitz will form a one-time snapshot of how far the vi-
rus has reached and give them an idea of how the disease 
will spread when the community reopens.

The roughly 400 to 500 test results will help Chippewa 
Valley health departments pin down how many contact 
tracers they’ll need and how many tests they must plan to 
have available as businesses reopen, Giese said.

“Our long-term strategy is not to keep the community 
shut down forever. It’s to give us a pause right now, build 
our capacity to do this containment,” Giese said at a Mon-
day news conference. “This (testing) gives us an idea of 
how that might work moving forward and what we might 
see as we start testing more broadly.”

County residents who got tested at the National Guard 
site in Eau Claire Sunday or Monday can expect to get a 
result within 48 hours, Giese said.

all eyes on hundreds of new 
eau Claire County tests

Results are a ‘snapshot in time’ of virus’ spread

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

A protected member of the Wisconsin National Guard prepared to administer a swab test 
to a person during the COVID-19 free community testing event on Monday, held in the 
parking lot behind the Prevea Health Clinic at 617 W. Clairemont Ave. in Eau Claire on 
Sunday and Monday. Health authorities say the results of the 400 to 500 tests adminis-
tered on Sunday and Monday will give them an idea of how far the virus has spread in the 
Chippewa Valley. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

More  
Information

COVID-19 cases in Wis-
consin, as of Monday.

(Number in parenthe-
sis is the increase in the 
past day)

Barron ...............................11

Buffalo ............... 5; 1 death

Chippewa ............... 31 (+2)

Clark.............. 24; 4 deaths

Dunn ................................ 14

Eau Claire ............. 60 (+6)

Jackson ............ 14; 1 death

Pepin ..................................0

Pierce .......................13 (+1)

Rusk ...................................4

St. Croix ..................29 (+2)

Trempealeau .....................5

State .............10,418 (+199)

Deaths ..................409 (+9)

Source: Wisconsin 
Department of Health 

Services

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

With fears of a major 
surge in COVID-19 cases 
subsiding, Chippewa Valley 
hospitals and clinics are 
ramping services back up 
after several weeks of limit-
ing in-person 
care to only 
the most 
seriously ill 
patients.

Health care 
facilities may 
not look the 
same as they 
did before this 
spring’s coronavirus pan-
demic — with widespread 
policies in place limiting 
visitors and requiring masks, 
health screenings and social 
distancing — but many of the 
usual procedures are now 
available to patients.

Marshfield Clinic Health 
System announced Monday 
that it began performing 
non-urgent surgeries last 
week at its hospitals in Eau 
Claire and Marshfield and 
that it anticipates over the 
next several weeks increas-
ing the number of proce-
dures available at its other 
hospitals, including those in 
Rice Lake, Ladysmith and 
Neillsville.

Chippewa 
Valley 

hospitals 
ramping 

up services
Shift follows 
relatively low 

number of 
COVID-19 cases

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

The sign on the front door of 
Lasker Jewelers was flipped for 
the first time in nearly two months 
on Monday afternoon to let 
customers know they could shop 
inside the store.

Co-owner Nicole Lasker was 
ecstatic to hear her business could 
reopen before the state’s safer-at-
home order is set to expire later 
this month, although there will be 
a limit on how many customers 
can be inside at a time.

“I honestly wasn’t expecting this 
until May 26,” Lasker said.

Gov. Tony Evers announced at 
midday Monday that “nonessen-
tial” retail businesses that have 
been closed since mid-March 
could reopen immediately with 
some restrictions. The order only 
allows stand-alone and strip-mall 
stores to reopen, but not large 
shopping centers. Among those 
was a limit of five customers at 
any time and following social 
distancing guidelines intended 
to prevent the spread of corona-
virus.

Though the good news came 
about two weeks ahead of sched-
ule, Lasker was eager to open with 
measures in place to protect her 
employees and customers from 
contracting the disease.

Customers who now shop at the 
jewelry store at 3705 Oakwood 
Mall Drive will be greeted with a 
free face mask to wear and a squirt 
of hand sanitizer. Each piece of 
jewelry handled by a customer 
also will be cleaned with a rubbing 
alcohol solution before it is put 
back in a display case.

Lasker had ordered decals to 
place on the floor to show custom-
ers where to stand to keep at least 
six feet of distance between each 
other and employees, but they 
haven’t arrived yet.

Monday’s announcement came 
as a welcome surprise to Erin 
Klaus, co-owner of downtown Eau 
Claire art and gift shop Tangled 
Up In Hue, 505 S. Barstow St.

“Obviously I’m very excited 
that we’ll have the opportunity at 
a limited capacity to let people in 
here,” she said.

More 
shops 
can 

open
Local stores 

welcome state 
order, even with 
5-customer limit
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Sales associate Lexi Kane makes 
DIY kits last week and other items 
to sell curbside at Tangled Up 
In Hue, 505 S. Barstow St. The 
downtown shop is among many 
businesses that are now allowed to 
let customers inside, though only 
five at a time per a new state order 
issued on Monday.
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RESULTS
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