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A child runs down the steps of the Supreme Court 
Monday on Capitol Hill in Washington, as an anti-abor-
tion protester holds a sign after the court struck down a 
Louisiana law regulating abortion clinics.

In dissent on Monday, 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
wrote, “Today a majority 
of the Court perpetuates 
its ill-founded abortion 
jurisprudence by enjoining 
a perfectly legitimate state 
law and doing so without 
jurisdiction.”

Trump’s two high-court 
picks, Gorsuch and Brett 
Kavanaugh, were in dis-
sent, along with Samuel 
Alito. The presence of the 
new justices is what had 
fueled hopes among abor-
tion opponents, and fears 
on the other side, that the 
Supreme Court would 
be more likely to uphold 
restrictions.

The Trump adminis-
tration had sided with 
Louisiana in urging the 
court to uphold the law. 
White House press sec-
retary Kayleigh McEnany 
criticized the decision. 
“In an unfortunate ruling 
today, the Supreme Court 
devalued both the health 

of mothers and the lives 
of unborn children by 
gutting Louisiana’s policy 
that required all abortion 
procedures be performed 
by individuals with admit-
ting privileges at a nearby 
hospital,” McEnany said.

Marjorie Dannenfelser, 
president of the anti-abor-
tion Susan B. Anthony 
List, said, “Today’s ruling 
is a bitter disappointment. 

It demonstrates once again 
the failure of the Supreme 
Court to allow the Amer-
ican people to protect the 
well-being of women from 
the tentacles of a brutal 
and profit-seeking abor-
tion industry.”

On the other side, 
support for the decision 
mixed with a wariness 
that the future of abortion 
rights appears to rest with 

Roberts.
Nancy Northup, pres-

ident and CEO of the 
Center for Reproductive 
Rights, said Monday’s 
decision by no means ends 
the struggle over abortion 
rights in legislatures and 
the courts.

“We’re relieved that the 
Louisiana law has been 
blocked today but we’re 
concerned about tomor-
row. With this win, the 
clinics in Louisiana can 
stay open to serve the one 
million women of repro-
ductive age in the state. 
But the Court’s decision 
could embolden states to 
pass even more restrictive 
laws when clarity is need-
ed if abortion rights are 
to be protected,” Northup 
said.

In his reasoning, Rob-
erts “signaled a willing-
ness to lessen the legal 
protections for abortion,” 
University of Michigan 
law professor Leah Lit-
man wrote on the Take 
Care blog. However, she 
also acknowledged that 

Roberts’ “emphasis on the 
importance of adhering to 
the Court’s prior decisions 
does not sound like the 
thinking of a person who 
is inclined to overrule Roe 
v. Wade.”

A trial judge had said 
the law would not provide 
health benefits to women 
and would leave only one 
clinic open in Louisiana, 
in New Orleans. That 
would make it too hard for 
women to get abortions, in 
violation of the Constitu-
tion, the judge ruled.

But the appeals court 
in New Orleans rejected 
the judge’s findings and 
upheld the law in 2018, 
doubting that any clinics 
would have to close and 
saying that doctors had 
not tried hard enough to 
establish relationships 
with local hospitals.

The clinics filed an 
emergency appeal at the 
Supreme Court, asking 
that the law be blocked 
while the justices evaluat-
ed the case.

Early last year, Roberts 

joined with the four liberal 
members of the court to 
grant that request and 
keep the law on hold.

Roberts’ vote was a bit 
of a surprise because of 
his earlier vote n the Texas 
case. It may have reflected 
his new role since Justice 
Anthony Kennedy’s retire-
ment as the court’s swing 
justice, his concern about 
the court being perceived 
as a partisan institution 
and his respect for a prior 
decision of the court, 
even one he disagreed 
with. Roberts didn’t write 
anything explaining his 
position at the time of the 
Texas case.

The regulations at issue 
in Louisiana are distinct 
from other state laws 
making their way through 
court challenges that 
would ban abortions early 
in a pregnancy. Those 
include bans on abortion 
once a fetal heartbeat is 
detected, as early as 6 
weeks, and the almost to-
tal ban passed in Alabama.

Supporter of decision ‘concerned about tomorrow’
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2 motorists hospitalized  
after 2-vehicle accident 

ELLSWORTH — Two motorists 
were injured in a two-vehicle accident 
Monday in the Pierce County town of 
Trenton:

According to a news release from 
the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office:

At about 1:57 p.m. Monday, the Sher-
iff’s Office was notified of the acci-
dent on Highway 63 near 770th Street.

A northbound 2015 Dodge Cara-
van operated by Steven Vititoe, 36, 
of Bay City, had stopped on the east 
shoulder of Highway 63 and attempt-
ed a U-turn. Vititoe conducted the 
U-turn in front of a southbound 2015 
Volkswagen Passat operated by Leon 
Amorelli, 65, of River Falls. Both 
vehicles came to final rest in the west 
ditch.

Both operators were transported 
from the scene with undetermined 
injuries by Ellsworth Area Ambulance 
to Mayo Clinic Health System in Red 
Wing, Minn.

Assisting the Sheriff’s Office at the 
scene were the Ellsworth Fire Depart-
ment and the Wisconsin State Patrol.

Rainstorms raise  
river level in Eau Claire

Heavy rainfall raised the Chippe-
wa River level in Eau Claire, leading 
to recreational trails being closed in 
low-lying areas along the waterfront.

On Monday the city closed sections 
of the Chippewa River Trail behind 
UW-Eau Claire’s Haas Center and 
behind Hobbs Ice Center.

Those areas are prone to flooding, 
while other parts of the city stay dry 
unless the river rises significantly 
higher.

As of Monday morning, the river’s 
level was 12 feet below flood stage in 
downtown Eau Claire. The water level 
is forecast to rise three more feet, 
cresting at nine feet below flood stage 
on Tuesday.

Detours planned  
during Chippewa County 
culvert project

Beginning Monday, July 6, the state 
Department of Transportation is sched-
uled to begin a culvert replacement 
project on Highway 27 between Cadott 
and Cornell in Chippewa County.

Culverts at Seth Creek, Leman 
Creek, an unnamed stream and Clark 
Creek have reached the end of their 
service lives and will be replaced with 
box culverts with increased structural 
capacity.

A-1 Excavating is the prime contrac-
tor for the $1.5 million project. Federal 
transportation funds will cover 80 
percent of the project cost, and the re-
maining 20 percent will be paid with 
state transportation funds.

Highway 27 will be detoured via 
Highways 29, 178 and 64. The road 
only will be closed at each structure 
during culvert replacement. The pro-
posed order of construction is:

• Seth Creek, north of 100th Ave-
nue.

• Leman Creek, south of Highway K.
• Unnamed stream, south of Clark 

Creek culvert.
• Clark Creek, about a two-tenths of 

a mile south of Highway 64.
Construction is scheduled for com-

pletion in early October.
For more information regarding 

traffic impacts, transportation news 
and improvement project updates in 
Wisconsin’s northwest region follow 
the state DOT on Twitter at @Wis-
DOTnorthwest or visit the region’s 
511 website: projects.511wi.gov/region/
northwest.

From staff reports

MADISON (AP) — An 
attorney representing Demo-
crats in a federal lawsuit seek-
ing to make absentee voting 
easier told a judge Monday 
that his clients are no longer 
looking to implement chang-
es in time for Wisconsin’s 
August primary and are now 
looking ahead to the Novem-
ber presidential election.

The Democratic Nation-
al Committee and the state 
Democratic Party filed a 

lawsuit in March seeking to 
ease regulations on absentee 
voting in the state’s April 7 
presidential primary as the 
coronavirus was spreading 
across the state. The lawsuit 
was consolidated with two 
other lawsuits seeking to 
make absentee voting easi-
er in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
ultimately rejected the Demo-
crats’ arguments a day before 
that election, but the lawsuits 
are still pending.

DNC attorney John Dev-
aney told U.S. District Judge 
William Conley during a 
status conference that Dem-

ocrats aren’t seeking to make 
changes for the Aug. 11 pri-
mary and are instead priori-
tizing the Nov. 3 presidential 
election. He asked Conley to 
build in time for the appeals 
process to play out once he 
issues a ruling.

Conley ordered all briefs to 
be filed before the end of July 
and set a hearing for Aug. 5 
and Aug. 6.

The lawsuits seek to erase 
requirements that voters 
supply proof of residency and 
a photo ID with registrations 
and absentee ballot applica-
tions submitted electronically 
and by mail; extend registra-
tion deadlines to the Friday 

before the election; extend 
the deadline for clerks to 
receive absentee ballots from 
8 p.m. on election night to 
within 10 days of the election; 
and suspend the requirement 
that absentee ballots include 
a witness signature.

Republicans oppose the 
changes, arguing voting by 
mail is ripe for fraud.

The League of Women 
Voters, plaintiff in one of 
the lawsuits, amended its 
filings Monday to demand 
that voters who don’t receive 
their absentee ballots in time 
to mail them back be allowed 
to download ballots and mail 
them.

Dems say no August election changes
Attorneys setting 

their sights on 
the November 

general

THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) 
— There has always been a 
low-boil tension in The Villag-
es retirement community be-
tween the Republican majority 
and the much smaller cohort 
of Democrats, but a veneer 
of good manners in “Florida’s 
Friendliest Hometown” mostly 
prevailed on golf courses and 
at bridge tables.

Those tensions, though, 
flared two weeks ago during 
a golf-cart parade for Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s birth-
day in which a man shouted, 
“White Power,” when con-
fronted by anti-Trump pro-
testers. A video clip of that 
confrontation in America’s 
largest retirement communi-
ty was tweeted approvingly 
by Trump last weekend and 
then taken down.

Some residents say they’ve 
never seen anything like the 
politically inspired hostili-
ties that have surfaced over 
the past several months.

“It’s like a powder keg 
here,” said resident Alan 
Stone. “And Trump is just 
stirring the pot.”

In the past, when conflict-
ing political views came up 
in The Villages, residents 
said it was best to say, “I 
disagree,” and quickly 
change the topic. But the 
emphasis on good manners 
has been tested like never 
before in recent months 
with the spread of the new 
coronavirus, the resulting 
stock market gyrations for a 
population that largely lives 
off retirement investments, 
the presidential race and 
the calls for racial justice fol-
lowing the death of George 
Floyd at the hands of Minne-
apolis police.

“This has been brewing. 
Most people kind of agree not 
to discuss politics ... and it 
had been accepted that with 
things being so divisive, you 
don’t get into it,” said Cather-
ine Hardy, chair of the Sumter 
County Democratic Party.

The Villages’ population 
of more than 120,000 resi-
dents — among the fastest 
growing areas in the U.S. in 
the past decade — is about 
98% white, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. There 
are more than twice as many 
registered Republicans as 
registered Democrats in 
Sumter County, where most 
of The Villages is located.

The Trump parade oc-
curred June 14 in the planned 
community immediately 
after a vigil was held by 
an African American phil-
anthropic group to honor 
Floyd and the Black Lives 
Matter movement. Most of 

the attendees at the vigil had 
left by the start of the Trump 
parade, although a white 
woman wearing “Black Lives 
Matter” on her shirt shout-
ed profanities at the Trump 
supporters as they drove by 
in golf carts. A man driving 
by in a golf car responded by 
shouting, “White Power,” a 
racist slogan associated with 
white supremacists.

“Most people, up until 
now, even if people felt that 
way, it was socially unac-
ceptable to voice it,” Hardy 
said of the man’s remark. 
“The difference is under 
Trump, you can spew that 
hatred. What has changed is 
now it’s more acceptable.”

The political partisanship 
can now be seen in the most 
mundane places, said Ira 
Friedman, who with his wife, 
Ellen, have volunteered for 
Democratic presidential can-
didates during their 18 years 

in The Villages.
“Go to the postal station 

and see people picking up 
their mail. If they’re wearing 
a mask, they’re Democrats. If 
they’re not wearing a mask, 
talking to each other, bump-
ing into each other, they’re 
Republicans,” Friedman said.

The flare-up at the Trump 
parade doesn’t represent the 
vast majority of residents 
of The Villages, although 
with the election year, there 
are some people, “who are 
exercised” and are becoming 
more vocal in expressing 
their views, said John Calan-
dro, chairman of the Sumter 
County Republican Party.

Because of the coronavi-
rus, more residents than usu-
al are staying at home and 
watching the news, rather 
than going to the retire-
ment haven’s famous happy 
hours and dances in its town 
squares, he said.

‘White power’ flare-up 
reveals tensions

Good manners 
generally 

emphasized in 
The Villages 
retirement 
community
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Chris Stanley, leader of The Villages Democrats Club, shows off some of the signs available at the 
Democratic headquarters Monday in Wildwood, Fla. Residents of The Villages say they’ve never 
seen anything like the politically inspired hostilities that have surfaced over the past several months.


