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By Nickolas Butler
Special to The Country Today

This column is dedicated to all the 
Chippewa Valley’s graduating high 
school seniors. Congratulations and 
best of luck.

My favorite college professor 
was Rebecca Walkowitz, 

and I became her student 
in my junior year at 

UW-Madison. Seems 
strange to think about 
it now, but she was 

just nine years older than me (29 to 
my 20) and filled with the kind of 
magnetic energy and charisma many 
great teachers possess. I’ve always 
been eager to please my teachers, 
but I can’t remember another in-
structor that I admired so very much 
and when I tell you that I still think 
about her almost every week of my 
life, it is the truth.

At about the same time I met 
Professor Walkowitz, my father 
suffered a massive brain aneurysm. 
Because my parents were separated, 

I became my dad’s legal guardian, 
a responsibility I carry to this day. 
While my classmates were busy 
attending Badger football games or 
keg parties, I held down a part-time 
job, and argued with nursing homes 
about my dad’s care. At times, I felt 
bitter, angry, cheated. I don’t know 
how to better explain my inner frus-
tration except to say that I became a 
sort of caricature of myself, an exag-
gerated version of a young, ornery, 
headstrong northwood lumberjack. 

Anecdote for a graduating senior

By Nate Jackson
The Country Today

Wisconsin farmers will 
soon be getting a little relief 
from the upheaval of the past 
several months.

Gov. Tony Evers on May 
20 announced the Wisconsin 
Farm Support Program, in-
cluding $50 million in direct 
payments to 
farmers in 
support of the 
agricultural 
sector during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic and 
a $15-million 
Food Security 
Initiative to 
combat hunger in Wisconsin.

The funding is part of the 
money allocated to Wisconsin 
through the federal Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief, and Econom-
ic Security Act.

“The governor reaffirmed 
his commitment to using fed-
eral funding from the CARES 
Act to support agriculture,” 
Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection interim 
Secretary Randy Romanski 
said in a May 21 ag media 
conference call. In addition 
to the direct payments to 
farmers, Romanski said, 
Evers also saw a way to assist 
farmers through the hunger 
initiative by, “connecting the 
dots between Wisconsin pro-
ducers, Wisconsin processors 
to Wisconsin consumers by 
helping those who are food 
insecure.”

Farm groups were quick 
to applaud the announce-
ment, including the eight 
— Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation, Dairy Business 
Association, Wisconsin 
Corn Growers Association, 
Wisconsin Soybean Associa-
tion, Wisconsin Pork Associ-
ation, Wisconsin Cattlemen’s 
Association, Wisconsin State 
Cranberry Growers Associ-
ation, and Wisconsin Potato 
and Vegetable Growers As-
sociation — that last month 
sent a letter to Evers making 
a case for $50 million in aid 
after calculating the econom-
ic impact of the pandemic on 
agricultural sectors.

“The pandemic’s crush-
ing economic effects on 
our commodity markets are 
unprecedented. The crisis 
severely twisted our supply 
chains, devastated our labor 

Farmers’ 
relief 
funds 
coming

By Courteney Jacob
The Country Today

June Dairy Month is just 
around the corner, but with most 
dairy breakfasts in Wisconsin 
canceled or postponed, it’s a 
guarantee that celebrating it 
won’t look quite the same.

The same goes for the 32nd 
annual Pepin County Town and 
Country Dairy Breakfast, which 
has canceled its on-farm breakfast 
slated to have been held at Weiss 
Family Farms in Durand.

That doesn’t mean that the 
county is missing out on a dairy-
filled breakfast next month, 
though, even if the method of 
delivery has had to change.

As an alternative to the on-farm 
breakfast, which is now planned 
to be held at Weiss Family Farms 
again in 2021, the Pepin County 
Dairy Promotion Council is hosting 
a free drive-thru breakfast on June 
20, the same day that the on-farm 
event was initially scheduled to be 
on.

While not the traditional mode of 
delivery, the drive-thru is some-
thing the committee is planning 
to make a “100% honest attempt” 
at, said T.J. Poeschel, member of 
the Pepin County Dairy Promotion 
Council.

With the dairy industry and 

agriculture in a difficult situation, 
Poeschel said, the committee was 
looking for any way they could still 
show support amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We have to do something,” 
Poeschel said.

Don Weiss, whose farm was 
initially scheduled to host next 
month, said that after the on-farm 
event was canceled, he proposed to 
the committee that they needed to 
still have a way to promote dairy 
products during a month tradition-
ally dedicated to celebrating all 
things dairy.

The committee ultimately 
decided to go with the concept of 
the drive-thru breakfast, although 
they’ve also made and plan to make 
other dairy donations in the com-
munity as well.

Weiss said that he thought the 
drive-thru option was a “phenome-
nal idea.”

Weiss credited the county’s dairy 
promotion committee as being 
“very proactive for dairy” and said 
that they deserved “a pat on the 
back” for the work they’ve been 
doing to keep promoting their dairy 
products.

Instead of coming to the farm 
for the breakfast, two drive-thru 
locations at Eau Galle Cheese 
northwest of Durand on Highway 
25 and Komro Sales & Service east 

of Durand on Highway 85 will be 
set up.

The drive-thru will still include 
dairy breakfast staples such as 
butter, milk, cheese, sausage and 
pancake mix, but instead of being 
prepared on site, participants will be 
given a bag with the ingredients to 
take home and make for themselves.

It’s a way for the committee to 
keep “real dairy products” in the 
hands of the consumers, Poeschel 
said.

Plans are to offer 600 bags with 
enough ingredients to feed a family 
of four, Poeschel said, and larger 
families can request more than one 
bag.

Items included in the breakfast 
are purchased locally, Poeschel 
said, including from businesses 
like Eau Galle Cheese, Ellsworth 
Cooperative Creamery, AMPI, 
Grassland Dairy and The Durand 
Smokehouse.

The Pepin County breakfast, 
which does not charge a fee, runs 
on local financial support.

While locals will indeed get 
their opportunity to enjoy a dairy 
breakfast next month and can show 
their support for the dairy industry, 
they’ll still be missing out on the on-
farm experience that can often be as 
equally important as the meal itself.

Breakfast to go
Pepin County on-farm breakfast canceled, drive-thru offered
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A small building stood out in a field speckled with dandelions in western Chippewa County on May 19.
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